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cHAr, v, | THE MARTIAL LAW (AMRITSAR). 55

Q.—When you got into the bagh, what did you do ?
A.~—1 opened fire.
Q—Atonce 1

A ~Immecdiately. | had thought about the matter apnd don't
imagine it took mec more than 30 scconds to make up my mind as to
what my duty was ?

Q.—As regards the crowd, what was it doing ~

A.~Well, they were holding & meeting,. There was & man in the
centre of the place on something raised. His arms were moving about.
He was evidently addressing. He was absclutely in the centre of the
square, as far as I could judge. T should say some 50 or 60 yards from
where my troops were drawn up.

1he General had admitted that there might hav: been a
good mzny who had not heard of the proclamation. So Lord Hunter
asked, “On the assumption that there was that risk of people being in the
crowd who were not awzare of the proclamation, did it not occur to you
that it was & proper measure to ask the crowd to disperse before yoo
took that step of actually firing" ?

A.—Npg, at the time I did not. I mercly felt that my orders had
not heen obeyed, that Martial Law was flouted, and that it was my duty
to firc immediately by nide,

(.—-~Before you dispersed the crowd, bad the crowd taken sny
action at all ?

A.—No, Sir. They had ron away, a few of them.

0.—Did they start to run away ?

A.—Yes. When I begao to fire, the big mob in the centre began to
run almost towards the right.

Q.—Martial Law had not been proclaimed. Before you took that
step, which was a serions step, did yon not consider as to the propriety
of congulting the Deputy Commissioner whe was the civil anthority
responsible for the erder of the city ?

A.—There was no Deputy Commissioner to consuit at the time.
I did not think it wise to ask any body further. I hud to make up my
mind immediately a3 to what my action should be. I considered it
from the Military point of view that I ought to fire immediately, that
if I did not do so0, I should fail in my duly.........

Q.—In firing was it your object to disperse ?
A.—No, Sir. I was going lo fire until they diepersed.

O.—Did the crowd at once start to disperse as soon as yon
firved ?

S50 62 O el €S gai ) ) g0 Aasc) lady g9 (KIS s A1) (A e e
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56 THE MARTIAL LAW (AMRITSAR). [ omar. v.

A.—Immediately.
Q.—Did you continue firing:?
A.—Yes.

Q.— After the crowd indicated that it was going to disperse, why
did you not stop ?

A.—I thought it was my duty to go on untll it dlspersed If I fired
a little, I should be wrong in firing’ at all. i

Then in reply to a variety of : ‘questions; ‘General - Dyer said he
continued to fire for about 10 minutes, and that he had no “military expe-
rience to use similar methods of - -dispersing crowds", ““he could have
dispersed them, perhaps even without firing”’. - ‘But he fired, because
“they would all have come back and laughed at- him and he would have
made ‘a fool of himself’. . His reasons for firing, he has given; in answer
to another question, as follows :—

“I thought they were trylng to assault me and my forces suddenly.
All these pointed that this was a wide spread movement which was not
confined to Amritsar alone, and that ' the situation was a wide military
situation which was not confined to Amritsar.”’ The General had
fired 1650 rounds of ammunition.. He admitted also that if he could
have taken the armoured cars into the bagh, he would - have done.so and
opened fire with them, that he stopped shooting, when he did, because the
ammunition had run out, and that the crowd was very dense. He had
made no provision for aiding or removing the wounded. It was not
then his duty to render aid. That was a medical question. As soon as
the firing ceased he retired. From time to time, he “checked his fire and
directed it upon places where the crowd was' thickest,” and that he did,
not because they wete not geing fast, but because he (the General) “had
made up his mind to punish them for havmg assembled 5 ;

We must now supply further deta.lla of the scene from the
mouths of eye-witnesses. We have aheady adverted to Lala Girdhari
Lal's statement. He happened to watch  the scene from a house over-
looking the bagh. *I saw hundreds of persons kllled on the spot. The
worst part of the whole thing was that ﬁrlng was directed towards the
gates through which the people were running out. There were small
outlets, 4 or 5 in all, and bullets actually rained over the people at all
these gates, and.....ee0eereennnne. SO many got trampled under the feet of
the rushing crowds and thus lost their lives. Blood was pouring in
profusion. Even those who lay flat on the ground were shot............. No
arrangements were made by the authorities to look after the dead or
wounded............. I then gave water to the wounded and rendered such
assistance as was possible.......... ...I went round the whole place and saw
almost every body lying there. There were heaps of them at different
places.......... The dead bodies were of grown up people and young boys
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Entry Free 0?0 HES et
Seating- First Come First Basis _ Sifat it
Venue: Randhawa Auditorium il HaS: dare mraAiddimg
Kala Bhawan, Sector-16 ,Chandigarh = Chandigarh Citizens g 75, Haa-16, dsterg
Foundation
DATE: 22nd March 2026( Sunday) fish: 22 waw 2026 (MzE)
TIME-11 A.M ( Morning)- 1.0PM( Afternoon) AHi-11 2R (Fe3) 1.0 &4 (gsufoa)
TOPIC: femr 2. BASHEERAA Film by Ritika Singh on
1.Krishan Chander (23 November 1914 - short story of Author Nav Tej Singh
8 March 1977)Greatest Punjabi Urdu 1Amintes
writer - 6 Minutes -~ 3
faus Jea (23 5893 1914 - 8 Waw 1977) W“ﬁmaﬁw 3 fafsar
#3 3o At @ag Bua-6 file fitw erar wxftar famw -14 fife
Kf“'g:ac"a"dﬂ Author Editor Nav Tej Singh
o Bva durea a2 3w fifw
Short Story 'Bistra Bandh' of Author Nav Tej Balraj Sahni (born Yudhishthir Sahni; 1 May 1913
Singh, Reading by Poonam Singh , Editor -13 April 1973) film and stage actor, Writer®
Preetlari -14 minutes HBIH AT (WM aftmfsa woal; 1we 1913 - 13
B a5 30 fitw @ 38 a0 vz da, i 1973) 3ot femn w3 dante werarg, Bua

yau fifw enrar ufiger, sturea Yized - 14 fite

. 1
Life and Journey of Balraj Sahni” Written & presented by Sohaila Kapur,
‘Three Arts Club’ and Katyayani Production. 85 Minutes

"gHTH AIat T Hies w3 wrI AdeT ays, 't nioen agyE w3 afarat Jzans
g et w3 On iz famr -85 fife

SOHAILA KAPUR
ACTRESS, JOURNALIST TELEVISION PERSONALITY , THEATRE , DIRECTOR , PLAY WRITE

R ays
weaa, Usaarg eiferds midbys, dides, fsaena, sea dua

IN COLLABORATION: CHANDIGARH CITIZENS FOUNDATION READERS AND WRITERS SOCIETY OF INDIA
CHAIRMAN SWARANJIT SINGH SAVI VICE CHAIRMAN PROF YOG RAJ ANGRISH SALAHIYAT
PUNJAB ARTS COUNCIL, CHANDIGARH PUNJAB ARTS COUNCIL, CHANDIGARH

aVEel aVPVa T hVa TN o WO o W, S
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....... Foundation
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For free Registration: write to
subscribe/@ southasiaresearchcenter.in

Write to us about change of
e-malil address:
address@ southasiareserchcenter.in
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Feedback@southasiaresesrchcentre.in

Desr Frarads,

NWe aved your Soo@ack on car 3ehbcatbos 2ad yeur cuppart for
pupsdasiviag the convept of vur wocial seos eanent, B o fur B
segnest kindly subait vour lafest articios. resvareh Gadings,
sevs and events wirh we for pultdic aties in aer joarnal

with ovganl,

Dr. Senal Bastia

Secth Avis Revearch Crater of India
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