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PREFACE

The archipelago of the Andamans and the Nicobars sprawl-
ing like an arc in the Bay of Bengal form a natural gateway to
India from the East. Owing to the strategic position of these
two groups of islands on the trade routes ©fifjdia, Burma and
the Far East, their existence was known tg;the world from re-
mote times but strangely enough the knowlegge ®e<he East and
the West about them was extremely limited till the eighteenth
century. It was only after the cstablishment of a penal settle-
ment in the Andamans in 1858 that the people of India began
to take a slight interest in them. Even after this period they
did not know much about these islands as practically no news
was allowed to filter to India by the British authorities for a
long period. Consequently the people of the mainland had a
vague idea of the Andamans being a veritable ‘Hell’ for prisoners
on earth. To them, these islands were desolate Kala Pani, a
fearful spot far from civilisation. The mere mention of the
name of these islands conjured up in their minds, visions of
dark dungeons in inaccessible islands where patriots were trans-
ported to waste away in the company of deep-dyed criminals.
The isolation and the primitive state of civilisation among the
aboriginal inhabitants of these tropical oceanic regions also
made it a difficult task for the people to acquaint themselves
with the conditions existing in these islands with the result that
these islands have always remained unknown to history.

On 15th August, 1947, these islands found themselves
like a Rip Van Winkle as a part of almost a strange world. On
this fateful day the destiny of these two groups of islands was
linked for ever with India. It was soon felt that the people of
these islands—local born descendants of the convicts, aborigines
and the displaced persons from East Bengal, to whom the Anda-
mans and the Nicobars have offered a new home—would have
to make up a lot of headway in case they wanted to take their
proper place in the political, social and economic set up of
modern India. For the development of these islands it was



essential that the shroud of ignorance, indifference, mystery and
dread hanging over these islands from times immemorial
should immediately be lifted. Keeping thc above object in
view an attempt has been made in this book to unveil
the past of these islands. Tt is sincerely hoped that this effort
may help in arousing interest about these islands in the minds
of the people of the mainland without whose help and coopera-
tion it would be difficult for the inhabitants of these islands to
keep pace with the march of progress going on in the country
of which they are a strategic outpost.

The study of the history of these islands is also significant
from other points of view. Thc Andaman islands are the abode
of the most primitive men, who preserve in their person‘and
customs, the pure characteristics of the culture of one of the
oldest races of mankind. The noblc-intentioned policy of the
British in trying to bring them to the level of civilisation met
with devastating results., As a result of their contact with
civilisation during the last century their physical and spiritual
ruin was complete. Efforts have been made in this work to
review the relations of the British with the Andamanese. The
history of resistence offered by the Andamanese against British
rule has also been incidentally traced along with it. Suggestions,
which may help in saving this erstwhile community of hunters
and fishers from complete annihiliation have also been made. A
study of the customs and manncrs of the Andamanese and the
semi-civilised aboriginal inhabitants of the Nicobars has also
been done with a view to acquaint the readers with the state of
civilisation in these islands.

To the people of India, these islands are vested with great
sentimental significance as they are closcly associated with
their struggle for independence. In 1858, thousands of rebels
who took part inthe so-called Mutiny were banished to the
Andamans. They passed their lives in silent suffering along
with hardened criminals who were transported along with
them to Port Blair. Subsequently during the twentieth century
many patriots languished within the dingy cells of the Cellular
Jail with no hope of returning to motherland. The true story
of their sufferings never reached India. Conscquently nearly
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every section of the Indian public irrevocably condemned the
British Imperialists in banishing these patriots to a distant
land, for no offence of theirs, except that of fighting for the
freedom of their country. An unbiassed study of the system
of the management of convicts transported to the Andamans
since 1858 along with the treatment of political prisoners has
been done in order to place a just value on the policy of the
British in carrying out this unique experiment of concentrating
a large number of prisoners at one place in a penal settlement
situated in a remote island.

The indefinite period of complete isolation and the ab-
sence of the knowledge of the art of writing among the inhabi-
tants of these islands has rendered it impossible to write a
chronological account of these islands from the very beginning.
The scanty and fabulous accounts of the travellers who occa-
sionally touched the shores of these tropical islands during the
mediaeval ages are the only sources of information about them
till the end of the seventeenth century. Consequently the scope
of this book had to be restricted. While an attempt has
becen made to collect the brief knowledge available in the
accounts of these travellers about these islands, it has only
been possible to trace the history of these islands from the
eighteenth century onwards.

Another difficulty was the paucity of published books on
the subject under study. A few books based on the sociologi-
cal study of the inhabitants of these two islands were available
but they were not helpful in tracing the historical events in the
Andamans and the Nicobars during the last two centuries,
particularly of the relations of the British with the aborigines
and the treatment of prisoners in the penal settlement at Port
Blair. Similarly articles published in various journals regarding
thesc two groups of islands were more or less of anthropologi-
cal interest. Hence there was no alternative but to depend on
the records of the Government of India and the local adminis-
tration of these two islands. Unfortunately the records of the
Chief Commissioner of the Andamans and the Nicobars were
destroycd during the Japanese occupation of these islands in
the Second World-War and thus the records of the Government
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of India preserved in the National Archives of India are the
main source of information in India. With my four years
experience as an Archivist and particularly of records relating
to the period during which India was under Crown, I have tried
my level best to extract relevant materials from this original
source. In addition to the original proceedings preserved in
the National Archives, Administration and Census Reports of
the Andamans and the Nicobars, selection of Recordsin the
Home Department of thc Government of India, Reports of
the Jail Committee of 1919-20 and other published reports of
the Government of India were of great help to me, Brief notes
about the value of these sources of information\ have been
given in the bibliography. I sincerely wish and hope that the
Government of India will soon allow the genuine research
scholars to consult the records of the British administration in
India without any restrictions to enable them to review im-
partially the policies of an alien government which has ruled
our country for a sufficient long period.

I owe deep gratitude to Dr. Hari Ram Gupta, Professor of
History, Punjab University (now retired) for kindly permitting
me to work on this subject. Without his keen interest, co-
operation and help, I would not have, pcrhaps, been able to
complete the work. I can never forget the manner in which he
devoted himself to the study of the present thesis. The in-
numerable suggestions offered by him have enhanced the value
of the dissertation incalculably.

My thanks are also due to Professor B.A. Saletore, and
his successors, R.C. Gupta, T. Roy Choudhry, and K.D.
Bhargava who afforded me all kinds of facilities in the National
Archives of India. I am also grateful to Shri S. Roy, Deputy
Director of Archives. I have been always benefited by his
immense knowledge of the contents of Archives and also by
the ungrudging help given to me by him from time to time.
I also cannot forget my debt to my former colleagues in the
Archives for their cooperation and help to me during the
course of the work.

I would be failing in my duty if I do not express my grati-
tude to Mr. Axel Linvald, Director, Rigsarkivet, Copenhagen,
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Denmark. He very kindly supplied to me extracts from records
in the Danish Archives which throw a great deal of light on
the activities of the Danish missionaries in the Nicobars. My
thanks are also due to the Planning Commission, the Defence
and the Home Ministries of the Government of India in grant-
ing me access to some of their unpublished plans and reports
on these islands.

I owe deep gratitude to Sterling Publishers (P) Ltd. who
have undertaken the publication of this volume. My thanks
are due to Dr. S.BP. Nigam (Hist. Deptt. University of Udai-
pur) who has prepared the index.

In case the present study succeeds in giving a correct
appraisal of the administration of the British in the Andamans
and the Nicobars, helps in saving the Andamanese race from
destruction, and in creating interest in the minds of the people
of the mainland about these islands I would feel amply reward-
ed. Tam confident that with the help and cooperation of the
people of India, the former veritable ‘Hell’ for prisoners can be
turned into a ‘Paradise’ for thousands of displaced persons from
East Bengal who have started a new life in these islands. With
its vast potentialities for development the future of these islands
is very bright.

L.P. Mathur
Udaipur
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT
ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS

Geographical Survey in Brief :
(a) THE ANDAMANS

Tue Andamans consist ‘of a chain of 204 large
and small islands. These islands are situated in the bay of
Bengal at a distancc of 590 miles from the Hooghly’s mouth,
120 miles from the Cape Negrais in Burma and 340 miles from
the Northern extremity of Sumatra ; within a parallelogram
formed by the 10th and 14th degrees of North latitude and 92
and 94 degrces of east longtitude.! The main part of the
Andaman group is a band of five chief islands—North Andaman,
Middle Andaman, Baratang, South Andaman, and Rutland
islands. Thesc islands are so closely adjoining each other that
they have been known as onc viz. Great Andaman. Forty
miles to the South of Great Andaman lies the island of Little
Andaman which is connected with it by a chain of small islands.
The principal outlying islands arec the North Sentinel lying
about 18 miles off the west coast of South Andaman ; the re-
markable Volcanic Barren island? situated at about 71 miles to
the north east of Port Blair®, and the extinct Volcano known as
Narcondam at 71 miles east of North Andaman. The extrcme
length of all the islands of Andaman group is 219 miles with
and extreme width of 32 miles of covering a land area of 2,508
square miles.

There are no rivers and very few perennial fresh water
streams on these islands. The coasts of Andamans are deeply

1 Please see the map of Andaman & Nicobar Islands along with India and
Burma for the places mentioned here.

2 For the location of all these islands please see the map of Andaman Islands.

3 Port Blair is harbour situated on the east coast of South Andaman Island.
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also supported the above theory. Bonnington' was, however,
of the opinion that the rising and subsidence in the various
parts of these islands were purely of a local and superficial
character and were mistaken by Kurz and Oldham fora sign
of continuous subsidence of the islands.? According to an-
other theory advanced by Colonel R.B. Seymor Sewell in his
work ‘Geographic and Oceanic Researches in Indian Waters’,
the Andaman and Nicobar islands form a continuous range of
lofty submarine mountains extending from Cape Negrais in
Burma to Achin Head® in Sumatra. This range of lofty sub-
marine mountains is interrupted in placcs by channels of vari-
ous depths formed prior to the triassic pcriod which marks the
evolution of mammalia.!

Boden Kloss®, after having made a thorough study of the
mammalian and avian fauna, holds that there has never been
any surface connection between these islands and the continent.®
Further rescarches arc being conducted by the Government of
India to determine the geological origin of these two groups of
islands.

Strategic importance of these islands

The chief importance of thesc islands lie in fact that they
possess a central position along the trade routes of India, Burma
and the Far East. Their cxcellent harbours serve both as a
refuge in the monsoons as well as a place to replenish the

1 Bonniigton, M.C.C. : He was an officer in the establishment of Port Blair.
He took charge of the affairs of the Andamanesc in 1903, but due to the
rzduction of officers at Port Blair, relinquished the above charge in 1905. As
Deputy Supdt. of Port Blair, he was ex-officio Supat. of Census operations of
1931.

2 Census Report. 1931, p. 1 .

3 Achin Head : The northern extremity of Sumatra.

4 Journal of Asiatic Society, Bengal, Vol. IX, No. 1 cited in Census Report,
1931, p. 1.

5 Klcss, B.C. : He visited the Andamans & Nicobars for a botanical, Zoologi-
cal and social study in a Schooner in 1903. He has left a detailed account of
his visit in his work ‘In the Andamans and Nicobars—the narrative of a
cruise in a Schooner’.

¢ Kloss, B.C.: ‘In Andamans & Nicobars’, pp. 167-68.
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water-supply for ships passing along these routes. Great in-
formation can be obtained about the direction and intensity of
cyclonic storms in the Bay of Bengal and timely warning can be
given to ships in these seas. For India, Burma and the Far
East these islands are also important from the strategic point
of view. A base in these islands can threaten the safety of all
these regions. For India, these islands are vested with great
sentimental attachment as they are closely associated with our
struggle for independence. The first batch of fighters for the
independence of India was transported to the penal settlement
in Andamans in 1858. Subsequently also many a patriot, the
so-called “terrorist’ prisoners, languished within the walls of
the grim Cellular Jail,! in company with habitual and danger-
ous criminals. In these islands, Indian tricolour was hoisted
for the first time by the Azad Hind Fauz (Indian National
Army of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose) in 1943.

Past shrouded in mystery

Strangely enough, in spite of their close proximity to India,
a country with a glorious past, and their strategic position on
the trade routes of India, Burma and Far East, the condition of
the aboriginal inhabitants of these islands has not been in any
way affected by the civilisation of the east and the west till the
cighteenth century. Although ships of most of the big nations
of the world have touched the shores of these islands from
remote times, yet the knowledge of the outside world about
Andamans and Nicobars was extremely limited before the
occupation of these islands by the British. The isolation of
these two groups of islands alongwith the primitive state of
civilization in these tropical oceanic regions has rendered it
impossible to unveil its past which is still shrouded in mystery.
It is, therefore, a difficult task to write a chronological history
of these islands from the very beginning. For the period
prior to the establishment of a penal settlement in Andamans
in 1858 and the annexation of Nicobars by the British in 1869,
one has to depend upon the scanty accounts of travellers who

1 For the treatment of political prisoners in Andamans, please see Chapter VII.
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occasionally visited the shores of these islands. Accounts of
an unsuccessful attempt to establish a settlement in 1789 are,
however, available in the Archives of the Government of India.
The missionaries who tried to propagate Christianity and
colonise the Nicobar islands during the eighteenth century
and the first half of the nineteenth century have fortunately left
accounts of their activities in Nicobars. In this chapter an
attempt has been made to acquaint the reader with that brief
knowledge of the outside world about these istands which was
recorded by travellers who touched the shores of thesd} isolated
islands before the eighteenth century.

Origin of the name of Andamans

The earliest mention of the Andaman islands and their
inhabitants can be traced in the Ramayana, the great epic of
India. Lord Rama in his struggle against Ravana was helped
by the followers of Sugriva who have been referred to as
‘Hanumans’ in this Sanskrit epic.: Thc Malays who used
these islands for a long time as a base for their piratical activi-
ties refer to these islands as ‘Handuman'. The word ‘Handu-
man’ seems to be a corrupt form of ‘Hanuman’.? Portman,
however, had somc doubts about the validity of the
above conjecture.® According to him thc Andamans were
perhaps called after the name of Agathodaemon.? In the opi-
nion of Portman, there are no indications that the name of

1 Sir Richar Temple has given a wrong meaning of the word ‘Handuman’ in
the Census Report of 1901 at page 44. According to him ‘Handuman’ literally
means ‘monkey people’ who were aboriginal antagonists to the Aryan immi-
grants to India. The correct meaning of the word ‘Hanuman’ in Sanskrit is
swith chin’. In the Ramayana Hanumans were not antagonists to the Aryan
prince Rama.

3 An explanation of the separation of ‘Hanumans'—the aboriginals inhabitants
of Andamans from mainland is given in chapter 11.

8 Portman, Vol, I, p. 50.

¢ Agathodaemon : Roman Cartographer and mathematician of the 5th century
who drew the maps of the world in accordance with the explorations of
Ptolemy.
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‘Agmatae’ or ‘Aginatae’ used by Ptolemy! for certain islands
in the Indian Ocean were used for Andamans. As Portman
himself is not sure about this point, we may leave aside his
conjecture and conclude that the name ‘Andaman is a corrupt
form of the Malay name ‘Handuman’ for these islands.

Andamanese described as cannibals by travellers till sixteenth
century

From second century onwards till sixtcenth century, necarly
all travellers, who wrote about the Andaman islands, describe
the inhabitants of thesc islands as cannibals. T‘Ching?, a
Chinese Buddhist monk of the seventh century, mentioning
them as cannibals referred to Andamans as ‘Andaban’>. The
Arab travellers of the ninth century invariably mentioned the
Andamanese as man-caters* From their accounts, it is evident
that these travellers themsclves did not visit Andaman islands
and based their narrations on tales current in the neighbouring
countries at that time. Subsequent travellers have also made
the error of describing the aborigines of Andamans as cannibals.
Marco Polo® who passed these islands on his way to China, in
1290, refers to these islands as ‘Angamanian’. Regarding the

1 Claudius Ptolemaeus—commonly known as Ptolemy flourished in Alexandaria
in the second «century. He was a great geographer of the Roman
Empire. His ‘Geographike Syntaxis® was a laudable attempt in the ancient
times to place the study of geography on a scientific basis.  Sykes, p. 37.

2 ] *Ching (I’Tsing) : He started on a voyage in 671 A.D. to India in a Persian
ship ; studied Buddhist texts in Sumatra : continued his voyage in a Sumatra
ship and anchored at Nicobar islands : reached India in 673 and visited many
sacred places; finally returned to China and devoted himself to literary work.
Sykes, p. 30

3 Takakasu’s edition of I‘Tsing pp. 30 and 28.

4 Pemberton—<Collection of Voyages and Travels’ Vol. 7, p. 183.

5 Polo, Marco : A citizen of Venice ; along with his father Nicolo Polo and
uncle Maffeo Polo, Marco Polo started for China in 1260. They were the
first travellers to trace a route across the whole longtitude of Asia and were
warmly welcomed by Kublai Khan, the chief of Mongols in China. Marco
Polo was employed on several missions by Kublai Khan. He returned to
Venice in 1295 and wrote an account of his troubles and travels. Sykes,
pp. 66-83.

The above extract is taken from Yule'’s ‘Marco Polo’.
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inhabitants of these islands he observes, ‘They are a most cruel
generation, and eat everybody that they can catch if not their
own race.” Friar Odoric! passed Andamans in 1322 and called
the people of Andaman islands as dog-faced and cannibals.
Nicolo Conti, who visited Andamans in 1440, mentions the
Andaman islands as ‘Andamania’ which he explains to mean-as
‘Island of Gold’. He says that the inhabitants of these islands
tear the strangers to pieces and devour them® This myth of
existence of gold in Andamans existed down to the iend of the
nineteenth century and led to the unfortunate expedition of
Doctor Helfer* in 1839. Cesare Federic, a European traveller,
who touched the shores of Andamans in 1569, mentioned the
ferocity of the Andamanesc. An interesting account of the
wreck of a ship in the sixteenth century, the crew of which, it is
believed were devoured by the savages on the coast of Anda-
mans also repeats the impression gained by travellers during
medieval ages about the savage nature of the Andamanese.4
From the accounts of all these travellers, the inhabitants
of Andamans gaincd the notoricty that they massacred and
devoured the crew and passengers of a ship that happencd
to reach their island. Their complete hostility to all the strangers
who touched their shores became proverbial throughout Asia
and Europe. All these notions about the ferocious nature of
the Andamanese werc subsequently proved to based on hear-
say and therc was no element of truth in them. In order to
keep others away from Andamans, the Malay pirates exaggera-
ted the real dangers encountered by them and spread such tales
about the Andamanesc.® Most of the travellers either did not
visit these islands and in case they happened to anchor on the
coasts of Andamans for a short while they had no time to verify

1 Friar Odoric: A European traveller who wandered over Asia and was
perhaps the first European to visit Lhasa in Tibet. Sykes, p. 84.

2 Portman, Vol. 1, p. 53.

3 Doctor Helfer was a Russian Geologist. He visited the Andaman Islands in
search of gold. His rashness going alone to the shore cost him his life at the
hands of the aborigines of Andamans.

4 Hamilton's account of the East Indies—Pinkerton’s Collection of Voyages
and Travels’ Vol. VIII, pp. 430-31.

® Portman, Vol. 1, p. 53.
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the tales circulated by Malay pirates in their own interest. The
custom of burning the bodies of their dead enemies among the
Andamanese may have lent support to this wrong belief among
the travellers who actually did not witness any ceremony of the
disposal of the dead bodies. Uptil now no positive instance of
their eating human flesh has been seen by any one. It does not
appear that they substituted human flesh in place of ordinary
food whenever they killed their foes. Such wrong accounts of
these islands by the travellers are continuous in some shape or
other from sixteenth century onwards till we reach the middle
of the eighteenth century, when the commanders of the East
India Company and the British Royal Navy began to submit

accurate reports of some parts of the coasts of Andaman
islands.

Nicobars mentioned as ‘Land of the Naked' by travellers in the
past

Like Andamans, Nicobars are reported by traders and
scafarers through all historic times in their journals of voyages.
There are several references to thesc islands in the geographical
works of Ptolemy which can only be referred to Nicobar islands.
Onc is tempted to identify these islands with ‘Nagadipa’ men-
tioned by Ptolemy. An alternative identification is the refer-
ence to a group of five islands as ‘Barussea’ by Ptolemy which
may be taken to correspond well enough to Teressa and other
neighbouring islands of Central Nicobar group. Another more
convincing identification of Nicobars is with the mention by
Ptolemy of Satyorum Insulae Tres’ which means that the in-
habitants of these islands are said to have tails. The reference
is evidently to the strip of cloth hanging down from the pos-
teriors of the Nicobars, which viewed from a distance might
probably be mistaken for a tail.

I'Ching, in his travels of 672 A.D., refers to these islands
as the land of the ‘Naked people’ (Lo-Jen-Kuo). The next
reference of any importance is that of two Arab travellers who
came in contact with Andamans and Nicobars during a yoyage

1 ‘Nagadipa® means an island of the Naked (‘Nanga’) and not of snakes.
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to Southern China in 851 A.D.! They refer Nicobars as
‘Najabulus’ or ‘Langabulus’ which also mean the land of the
naked. In the Tanjore inscription of 1050 A.D.? these islands
are mentioned as ‘Nakavaram’. According to this inscription,
the Chola king Rajendra II, in an overseas expedition in the
beginning of eleventh ccntury conquered Car Nicobar and
Great Nicobar which were known to Indians as ‘*Kardipa’ and
‘Nagadipa’ respectively.® The whole group of islands were
known to them as ‘Naccavarum.” Marco Polo mentioned
these islands as ‘Necuveram™ in the thirteenth century.
Rashiduddin, an Arab traveller at the end of thirteenth century
refers to them as ‘Nakawaram.” It appears that by this time
the name of ‘Nakavaram’ with which the islands were known
to the Indians became current among Arab and European
travellers. Friar Odoric® who visited thesc islands in 1322 also
mentions them as ‘Nicoveran.’

Visit of European travellers to Nicobars during fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries

After the discovery of Cape of Good Hope, the expedi-
tions of the Europeans to the East became numerous. These
islands were also frequently visited by traders in their ships. In
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the islands were referred
to as ‘Nacubar’ and ‘Nicabar’ by the Portuguese pioneers who
attempted to christianize them with the help of the missionar-

1 *An account of the travels of two Muhammedans through India and China in
the nineth century’—translated by Abbe Renaudot from Arabic—‘Pinkerton’s
Voyages & Travels’ Vol. VI1I, p. 183.

2 Tanjore inscription of 1050 A.D. : This inscription tells us about the con-
quests of the famous Chola king, Rajendra I1.

3 ‘Overseas Expedition of Rajendra Chola II'—Journal of Indian History
Vol. 11, 1922-23, pp. 350—S. Krishnaswamy lyengar. Rajendra Chola IT ruled
over a vast portion of South India. -

4 Nicobars have always been identified with ‘Langa-bulus’ of the Arabs,
‘Naccavarum’ of the Hindus and ‘Necuveram' of Marco Polo. The name still
survives in Nankauri islands.

5 Supra, Footnote 2, p. 8 Chapter 1. Friar Odoric wrote a chapter on Nicobars..
He appears to be an author with a very imaginative mind as his account
consists of a mass of the wildest fables utterly unworthy of credence.
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ies. Unfortunately no account of the attempts of these mis-
sionaries is available now. But the accounts of many European
travellers visiting these islands in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries are available in their memoirs. In 1566, Captain
Fredrick touched the shores of these islands. Sir James Lan-
castar’ made several voyages to the East Indies and visited the
Nicobar islands in 1601 along with Captain John Davies®. The
next traveller to Nicobars of whom we have any record was
Keoping, who visited these islands in 1647%. Keoping's narra-
tion, though evidently wrong, is interesting. His men perceived
the inhabitants of the Nicobar islands as having tails like those
of cats. He also attributed cannibalism to the Nicobaresc
because five of the sailors of his ship, who went ashore never
returned and their bones werc found strewn over the beach on
the next day. Keoping evidently committed the samce mistake
which induced Ptolemy to assume that the inhabitants of the
islands of Nicobar were gifted by naturc with anatomical tails.
The account of Dominic Fernandez® repeats the wrong belief
of Keoping that the Nicobarese devour any European whom
they are able to catch alive. Hc also believed that there was
a well in Nicobars in which whatever metal was put turned into
gold®. Captain William Dampier? during his voyage round the
1 Sir James Lancastar : He was deputed by the East India Company, London
(which was granted a Charter by Queen Flizabathe on Dec., 31, 1600, to
command the ships sent to Spice Islands for trade. Sykes, p. 155.

Captain John Davies : In 1585 he sailed along the Western Shores of Green-
land and by crossing Davics Strait, named after him, discovered Cumberland
Sound. He made two other voyages to Greenland in 1585. In 1600 The
East India Company secured his services for the above expedition. Sykes,
pp. 145 & 155,

3 Keoping : A Swede who went to the East Indies on a Dutch ship which
anchored off the Nicobar islands in 1647.—On Nicobar Isles’ Nicolas
Fontana, Selection from Records. Vol. 77, p. 61.

1bid.

Dominic Fernandez : A Spanish missionary, who visited the Nicobars on the
bozrd of a ship during his voyage from Malacca to Madras in 1669.

6 Calcutta Review ; October, 1870, p, 266.

Captain Willim Dampier : He made several voyages in different parts of the
world in the last decades of seventeenth century. The accounts of voyages
were published from London in 1729 entitled as ‘A Collection of Voyages—
Captain Dampier’s voyage round the world.’

-3
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world was compelled to leave a mutinous crew on board and land
on one of the Nicobar islands in 1688. From this island, he
made a voyage to Sumatra in a canoe. His account®! of the
aborigines of Nicobars is quite free from fictitious elements
which are gencrally abundant both in the preceding and the
subsequent narrations about the islands. He has given a correct
estimate of the character of the inhabitants describing them as
honest, civil and harmless. He has also mentioned the presence
of two Christian missionaries at the island of Camrota for con-
verting the islanders. After this period, the activities of the
Christian missionaries in Nicobars increased considerably. In
the eighteenth century, several unsuccessful attempts were mage
to christianize and colonise these islands. An attempt ha‘s
been made to describe the activities of these missionaries in &
subsequent chapter of this work.? |

1 Appendix A : Census Report, 1901, pp. 221—225,
2 Chapter VIII of the book contains an account of the activities of the
missionaries in Nicobars.



TWO

LIFE AND MANNERS OF THE
ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS
OF ANDAMANS

Ethnological Origin
(a) DESCENDANTS OF NEGRO SLAVES

Tue aborigines of the Andaman islands may be
described as a race by themselves. They present something of
an cnigma to the anthropologists. It is very difficult to deter-
mine the origin of this race which is found only in these islands
and has no aflinity with other races on the sub-continent of
India. Several ideas have been put forward on the subject by
the British administrators of Andamans and anthropologists
who have made systematic study of these people in the last two
centuries. One such idea, old and frequently repeated, even by
Blair,! is that the Andamanesc are descendants of the Negro
slaves. These Negro slaves were carried by Portuguese in a ship
which was cast away many centurics ago on the shores of the
Andamans leaving the unfortunate Negros on these islands
without any means to go anywhere else. This tradition does
not carry us back to a very remote past as thc Portuguese first
arrived in the Indian Ocean in the first half of the fifteenth
century. Apart from the inherent improbability of the above
story, this theory can be rejected forthwith in view of the fact
that all the accounts of the travellers who happened to visit
these islands from second century onwards say that the Andaman

1 Archibald Blair : He was deputed by the Governor General in Council to
make a survey of Andamans in 1788. On his recommendations, a settlement
was established in Andamans. He remained in-charge of the settlement in
these islands till March, 1793. Port Blair, the greatest harbour of Andamans
is named after him.

2 N.A.L, Secret Deptt., O.C. No. 6—29, 30 December, 1789
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islands were inhabited by aboriginals who were cannibals. The
Malayas had known and made slaves of the Andamanese from
times immemorial. Blair's theory is also untenable in the light
of the anthropological examination of the race. The true physi-
cal characteristics of a Negro—thick lips, broad nose, frequent
dolichocephaly, proportions of the body peculiar to them
cspecially the development of throat, shoulders, arms, legs etc.,
are not found in the Andamanese ; nor can the comparatively
short period of life in the Andamanese conditions account for
the fundamental differences found between them.! The
Andamanese also differ fundamentally, spiritually as well as
materially from cvery people to be found in Africa. This theory
of origin from ship-wrecked Negro slaves is also proved falde
after a glance at the Kitchen-middenst found all over these
islands. Many of these Kitchen-middens are of such dimens
sions and stratifications as to show that they date back to
millenniums.?

(b) ANDAMANESE BELONG TO THE NEGRITO STOCK

The theory generally accepted by modern anthropologists
is that the Andamancse belong to the Negrito stock. It is be-
lieved by some geologists that at some remote period the
Andaman islands were joined with Cape Negrais in Burma
and were thus part of the mainland of Asia. A Negrito race,
then, existed over an enormous extent of the South Eastern
portion of the Asian continent and its outlying islands. The

1 ‘On the Origin of the Andamanese™—Dr. Lidio Cipriani; Appendix F,to
Census Report, 1951, P. LXVI—LXXI. Dr. Cipriani, formerly Professor of
Anthropology in the University of Florence, visited Andamans in 1953 for
anthropological studies of the Andamanese.

Kitchen-Middens : The Andamanese are a nomadic race. A small group of
thirty to forty persons, in its wanderings, is in the habit of reaching a place at
a particular part of a year and stay there [or some time in encampments. They
frequent the same spot for forty to fifty days in a year. Empty shells, refuse
of food and other waste materials are thrown at a fixed place with the
result that huge accumulations of rubbish have been formed. According
to Cipriani, many of these middens required a long period for their formation.
3 'On the Origin of the Andamanese’—Dr. Lidio Cipriani; Appendix F, to

Census Report, 1951, P, LXVI—LXXI.

[
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Semangs? of the Malay peninsula and the Aetas? of the Phillippi-
nes still represent the relics of the Negrito race. These two
tribes, about whom it can be said with certainty that they be-
long to the Negrito race, resemble the Andamanese in physical
and cultural characteristics. The stature, pigment, colour and
growth of hair, as well as colour and shape of eyes are of similar
types among the Semangs and the Onge-Jarawas, a tribal group?
of the Andamanese.! A comparison of photographs of the
Semangs with the photographs of Onges exhibit a similarity of
general physical features, stature, physiognomy, and expression.
This comparison proves that both the groups are closely related
and undoubtedly indentical in origin.” Amongst cultural simi-
larities the most important is that of habitations. In all its de-
tail the Andamanese communal hut shows only extensions and
improvements on the original Negrito shclter.® Like the Anda-
manese the Semangs lead a typical nomadic life—ever in search
of food and game. Hunting animals, catching fish, collecting
roots, fruits and honey in the forests are for the Semangs and
the Actas. as well as the Andamanesc the only way of getting
food. All these three tribes do not possess shiclds for defensive
purposes, traps for animals, poison for arrows, fishing hooks or
other stone implements.” Their weapons are similar—harpoon
arrows used by all of them do not seem to be used in other
regions of Asia. The shape of the bow still obtainable in Little
Andaman and Great Andaman islands is common to all bows
of the three widely separated groups although it has undergone
a considerable evolution in other parts of the islands.®* Like
the Semangs, the Jarawa tribe of Andamans, has completely
forgotten the art of hallowing canoes known to their forefathers.

1 Semangs : An aboriginal tribe found in the interior of the forests of Malay
Peninsula.

2 Aetas : An aboriginal tribe still found in the interior of Philippines.

3 Onge-Jarawa group : Infra p. 20 of this chapter,

4 Census Report, 1901, Appendix A, P. 67.

§ Ibid, 1931, p. 20.

6 Ibid, 1901, p. LXVI-LXXI.

7 ‘On the Origin of the Andamanese’'—Dr. Lidio Cipriani, Appendix F to
Census Report, 1951, p. LXVI-LXXI.

8 Ibid.
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The archaelogical excavations carried out in Andamans during
1952 and 1953 reveal that the Andamanese did not use pottery
in the earliest times. Pottery was also unknown to the original
Negrito, who only used wooden pots and basketry'. Iron is a
recent acquisition for all Negritos and hence the Andamanese
are unable to work it, they simply rub it in a cold condition
against stones to obtain the shape they wish. The Semangs
like the Andamanese of the Northern islands bury their dead.
Both races place food on the grave to give nourishment to the
spirit, to make violent demonstrations to frighten away the evil
spirit of the dead. Like the Andamanese, thc Semangs imme-
diately after a death, desert the spot but return after a fixed period
of mourning to celebrate a feast for the dead person.? The Se%
angs and the Andamanese also possess certain similarities in thei
types of beliefs. In ‘kaeri’ the ‘Thunder God’ and ‘Ta Pedu’ the
Creator of the Semangs we have the Pulga or the Omniscient
Creator of the Andamanese whe unites both functions in one
person.® Like the Semangs and Aetas, the Onges of the island
of Little Andaman do not practice tatooing but paint themselves
with clay.

Time of separation from main Negrito stock

All these affinities described above are definitely not
chance similarities among these three tribes. The resemblances
certainly arose becausc there was contact between these peoples
in ages long ago. Although the date of separation of the Anda-
manese from their parent Negrito stock cannot be exactly
determined, it can be said that this event happen before the
extermination of the Negrito race by higher types took place in
Asia, Since then and till the end of eighteenth century the
Andamanese have remained in a state of geographical isolation
which was rendered more complete by the solitary nature of

1 <On the Origin of the Andamanese’—Dr. Lidio Cipriani, Appendix F to
Census Report, 1951, p. LXVI-LXXI.
2 Census Report, 1931, p. 20.

3 Ibid, p. 21.
4 ‘On the Origin of the Andamanese’—Dr. Lidio Cipriani, Appendix F to

Census Report, 1951, p. LXVI-LXXI.
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the race. They have remained, possibly, for many thousand of
years in their primitive condition preserving the habits and
customs, as well as the physical characteristics of their original
stock. This is amply proved by a scientific study of the kitchen-
middens existing at various places in the islands. On the basis
of the habit of the Andamanese in staying at a place for a
particular part of year for forty to fifty days in groups of thirty
to forty persons we can presume that many of these Andamanese
accumulations, often huge, required a long period for their for-
mation—a period to be calculated in thousand of years, perhaps
five or six thousand years. Fossiliscd shells found in the lower
strata of kitchen-middens also lend support to this theory. The
tradition of a great cataclysm among Andamanese in which it
is stated that a grcater part of the land was submerged in anci-
ent times also takes us to a pre-historic period. Even in the
absence of great land mammals in the Andamans, the Anda-
manese in their traditions have names for certain big animals
which they cannot describe. Although much reliance cannot
be placed on such types of legends, they certainly indicate that
the Andamanese lived in these regions when they were connected
with the mainland.! To determine the antiquity of the Anda-
manese race on these islands since their separation from their
main stock on account of segregation of these islands from the
mainland, a sequence of excavations, geological and zoological
researches and a detailed study of kitchen-middens is absolutely
necessary.®

(c) Andamanese are Kirats

There is yet another theory which can be commended to
the professional anthropologists who generally accept that the
Andamanese belong to the Negrito stock. According to

1 Portman, Vol. 1, p. 16.
2 ‘On the Origin of the Andamanese’~Dr. Lidio Cipriani. Appendix F to
Census Report, 1951, p. LXVI—LXXI.
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S. K. Gupta’, the Andamanese are Kirats®. The Kirats are
described in the Ramayana as

‘AMAMINACANASHTATRA KIRATAH DWIPABASINAH’
‘guAtareas feaarn dqarfas:’

(There you will find a land in which dwells Kiratas who live on
raw meat and fish)®.. The passage of thousand of years does not
seem to have changed the diet of the Andamanese in the slight-
est degree as they still eat raw meat and fish. Most of the names
of the Andamanese tribes seem to have phonetical similarities to
Kirats®. The word ‘Boan’ spoken by Onge tribe of Andamanese
has phonetic similarity with the Santhal word ‘Bonga’. Both
these words signify ‘God’ or ‘Supreme Being’. As Santha
also a Kirat, it can be argued that the above similarity pofnts
to an ethnic affinity between the two tribes. As regards the
separation of the Andamanese race from the original stock of
Kirats, Gupta points out that some tribes of Kirats appear to
have drifted away to these islands in their frail crafts and the
cataclysm prevented them from returning to the mainland. The
validity of this theory does not appear to be convincing in view
of the strong proofs and arguments in support of the theory of
the Negrito stock. Howecver further light on the subject will
be thrown by the researches which are still being conducted in
these islands by the Anthropological Department of the
Government of India.

Tribal Divisions and Groups

The aboriginal population of the Andamans is divided into
twelve tribes. These tribes are sub-divided into three groups
on the basis of differences in language, customs and weapons

1 S.K. Gupta was Dy, Commissioner of Andamans & Nicobars and Ex-Officio
Supdt of Census Operations in 1951.
2 Kirat : In the epic of Ramayana, Kirats have been descrnbed as shiny black
people with a copper coloured head of hair bulging eyes and strong teeth.
Santhals, an aboriginal tribe of India are Kirats. They live in dense forests
near Ranchi and Tata Nagar in Bihar.

3 Census Report, 1951, Appendix A. p. XLVL

4 Aka-Kora (da), Aka-Kea (da) and Aka-Kol (da) tribes of Andamanesc have
phonetical similarities to Kirats.
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used by them ! The classification and names of the tribes are
as under :— -

Yerewa group . Bojigngiji group Onge-Jarawa or
' other group

Aka-Chariar (da) Aka-Juwai (da)

Aka-Kora (da) Aka-Kol (da) Onge

Aka-Toba (da) Aka-Bojigyab (da)

Aka-Yere (da) Aka-Balawa (da) Jarawa

Aka-Kede (da) Aka-Bea (da)

Tribal Sub-divisions

Some of the tribes are further sub-divided into septs,? each
sept having a separate chief, but all speaking the same language.
Before the establishment of a settlement of convicts at Port Blair
in 18582 these tribes always restricted themselves to a certain
more or less well defined area. A distribution map showing
the tribal territories is appended to explain the areas which a
particular tribe inhabited from remote times. Although the
Andamanese like to cling feebly to their respective areas a grad-

1 The above classification is based on the researches of E.H. Man who was an
officer in Andamans for a number of years and was the first to make a syste-
matic study of the Andamanese. The classification given by Portman in his
book at page 21 to 26 into 12 tribes omits Kora and Toba tribes while
Jarawas are divided into 3 tribes inhabiting South Andaman, Rutland and
North Sentirel islands. In the Census Report of 1921 at p. 11 the Yerewa
and Bojigngiji groups have been classified as Northern section group while
Onges and Jarawas have been shown as Southern section group.

Sept is a kind of sub-division of a tribe. The members of a sept intermarry
with members of another sept of the same tribe. Portman has tried to classify

“septs of some of the tribes but his classification is incomplete in absence of
authentic information about the pcople of the Andamans at that time. Before
this information could be gathered some of the septs had died out while the
remaining.individuals of Yerewa and Bojigngiji groups had begun to inter-
marry irrespective of tribes and septs. .

3 Infra, Chapter ITI '

L
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ual modification of the boundaries started in 1858 as a result
of the appropriation of a large part of South Andamans by the
settlement authorities and the virtual disappearance of certain
tribes'. On the establishment of a settlement in their territory,
the Jarawas were gradually displaced from the vicinity of Port
Blair and shifted to a position to the north west on the borders
of the settlement. Rutland island which had been the home
of a scction of Jarawas was occupied few decades back by the
Onges from the North of the Little Andaman. The dwindling
numbers of the majority of the tribes of Yerewa and Bojigngiji
groups have forced them to intermarry with the result that it
is now no longer true to talk about separate tribal areas in this
connection. .

The Andamanese are further divided into ‘““Ar-Yauto” or'-.\
“Coast-dwellers”” and “Eremtaga” or ‘Jungle-dwellers®. The
habits and capabilities of these two differ owing to their sur-
roundings irrespective of tribe. The Aryautos reside chiefly on
the coast and obtain their food from the sea. They are expert
in swimming and diving, fish shooting etc. They possess a better
knowledge of fishes and marine life. The Eremtagas arc more
expert at tracking through the jungle and pig hunting. They
possess a better knowledge of the fauna and flora of the islands.
Some tribes vi-. Aka-Toba, Aka-Juwai, Aka-Kol and the Jara-
was of the South Andamans are entirely Eremtaga while the
Aka-Balawa, the Aka-Chariar, and the Jarawas of the North
Sentinel are entirely Aryauto. The Aryautos and Eretagas
inter-marry. A third division of the Andamanese according to
their habits is made by the Andamanese themselyes into ‘Adajig’
or ‘Creck-dwellers’ who live on the shores of many inlets of the
sea on the coast of these islands.® The habits of Adajig are
practically the same as those of Aryautos.

Inter-relations among tribes

As stated before, these twelve tribes adhered to their own
recognised territorial limits before the establishment of a penal

1 Census Report, 1911, p. 76.
¢ Portman, Vol. I, p. 25.
8 Census Report, 1901, p. 51.
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settlement in Andamans by the British in 1858. They practical-
ly had little or no communications with each other. The inter-
nal relations of the race can be described as under? :

Most friendly within their families.

Friendly within their septs.

Fairly friendly within their tribes.

On terms of courtesy with the members of other tribes

of the same group, if known.

Hostile to the tribes within their own group whom they

do not know, to all other Andamanese, and all strangers.

The sympathy and antipathies exhibited by the Andama-
nese are strictly primitive and are governed by heredity. Even
two septs of the same tribe fought with each other on occasions.
Similarly Aryuoto and Eremetaga of one tribe did not mix
much in olden times. These inter-tribal relations have now
undergone considerable modification through the influence of
the ‘Andaman Homes’ established by the British Government®
where members of the different groups met on common ground.
Relations are now so cordial among the dwindling tribes of
Yerewa and Bojigngiji groups that tribal barriers are in a
sense disappearing among them. Though the tribe to which
an individual belonged is never in doubt, intermarriages are
common. The offsprings from these marriages belong to the
fathers’ tribe.

Physical and mental characteristics

The Andamanese possess the typical physical characteristics
of the Negrito race. The average height of an Andamanese adult
male is 4 feet 10} inches while that of an adult female is 4 feet
6 inches. Their mouths are large and highly arched with lips
well formed. Their hands and feet though well made are
small. Eyes are generally dark but prominent with slightly
clevated outer angles and become dull with age. Teeth, except
among the Onges are white, good and free from disease. The
teeth of the Onges are irregular and diseased. The skin of the

1 Portman, Vol. I, p. 26-27.
2 For full details of ‘Andaman Homes," please see Chapter IV.
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Andamanese is smooth, greasy and varies in colour from
intense black to a reddish brown on the collar bones, cheeks
and other prominences of the body. The Andamanese of the
Bojigngiji group are the darkest in colour. Jarawas are distinct-
ly fairer than the rest. The faces of the Onges are partly reddish
brown. The colour of the hair of the Andamanese varies from
black to dark, light brown, yellowish, brown and red but the
general appearance is sooty black or yellowish brown. Except
on the head, hair is scanty on the body. The figures of men
are muscular and well formed. Their looks are hampered by
the habit of smearing themselves with red and white pigments.
Females are not so pleasing in appearance. They possess an
early tendency to stoutness and are ungraceful in figure. An
Andamanese attains full growth at 18, begins to age at 40 and
lives upto 60 or 65 if he reaches old age.t
An Andamanese possesses bright intelligence in chlldhood

which he maintains in his youth. His capacity for grasping
matters entirely foreign to his natural state is considerable but
this intelligence becomes less after they pass the age of forty.
They thcn become more savage and quarrclsome in disposition.
The Andamanese are gentle and pleasant to each other but
there being no fear of legal punishment or other restraint on
their passions, they are casily roused to anger®.. They are
cruel, jealous, treacherous and vindictive at times. They have
short memories for either good or evil. They are short
tempered and have little or no idea of gratitude. They are
bright merry companions, talktative, inquisitive and restless.
They are keen sportmen, busy in their own pursuits and
absorbed in the chase for the sheer love of it. Although the
Andamanese are intelligent, they soon become mentally tired
and are apt to break down physically under mental training.
1 Census Report, 1901, p. 54-59.

Sir Richard Temple has described the above physical characteristics of the

Andamanese on the basis of fifteen unpublished volumés containing the resulls

of researches of Portman and Molesworth.
2 There is no machinery to settle the disputes. The Eldersof the tribe have

little authority, and hence an Andamanese feels offended at a slight pretext.

For details of internal government and justice, please see p. 26-27 of this
Chapter.
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Their senses of smell and hearing are very keen, much keencr
than that of the civilised races. They can smell fire or hear the
sound of dancing from a great distance. In matters of jungle
craft, their hearing is abnormally sharp.

The intelligence of women is good, though not as a rule
equal to that of men. In old age thcy exhibit considerable
mental capacities. Women live on an average to a greater age
than men, and when aged, keep excellent health and the full
use of their faculties. Like men they do not become peevish
and quarrelsome in old age but retain the bright and merry
nature of their youth.

An Andamancsc can normally remain twentyfour hours
without sleep, though they have known to go without sicep for
four consecutive days and nights on the occasion of big dances.
They can al<o endure thirst hunger, fatigue and bodily dis-
comfort when they arc busy in hunting and merry-making.
They dislike and fear cold but not heat. They, however, avoid
exposure to Sun. By habit, they go stark naked and with head
uncovered cxcept that the women wear as covering onc or more
leaves in front and a branch of leaves tied round the waist
behind or a tasscl of leaves all round. The Jarawas of both
sexcs remain entirely naked. The wearing of cloth had an
adverse effect on the health of Andamanese when contacts
were established with them by the British after the establish-
ment of a penal settlement at Port Blair in 1858.%

They are good climbers, rapid walkers and runners moving
with a free and independent gait and can travel considerable
distances. The Eremtagas have proved to be good trackers.
The Andamanese as a race are unadventurous scamen. They
never go- out of sight of land. They had never visited the
Cocos, Narcondam and Barren Islands®.. They had no know-
Jedge of the existence of the Nicobars before the arrival of the
British.

1 Infra, Chapter 1V.
2 Coco Islands : Situated at the north of Andaman islands at a distance of 30
miles. For location of Narcondam and Barren islands, infra p. 1, Chapter I.
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Nomadic Character

The race except the Onges and Jarawas is nomadic,
having generally speaking no fixed dwellings. The Onges of
the Little Andaman have semi-permanent villages. The Jarawas
have communal huts of a more or less permanent nature for
the accommodation of the whole sept, but these are only occu-
pied at certain seasons of the year. It may therefore be said
that the majority of the race is nomadic for the greater part of
the year. Each tribe or sept is broken up in small parties or
camps which roam about from place to place within their
territories. These parties erect rude huts or shelters for their
accommodation at places where they make their temporary,
encampment. At these encampments, usually fixed in sheltered'
spots, they crect about fourteen temporary huts capable of
holding from fifty to eighty persons. The plan of the huts is '
usually as below :—
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A hut in the encampment is merely a thatch about 4 feet
long and 3 feet wide, sloping upwards from a height of 8 inches
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at the back to 4} feet in front placed on four upright and some
cross pieces without walls. These temporary encampments are
abandoned when the food supply in the neighbourhood is
exhausted or the sanitary condition of the camp renders a move
imperative. They throw the refuge of their foods and other
waste materials on a fixed spot thus forming a kitch-midden.

Among the Onges each sept occupies a large circular
communal hut which is generally built on the sea shore, but it
is not unusual for all its occupants to take to the jungle when
the coast is exposed to the full force of the monsoon or when
the season for collecting fruit and honey is in full swing. These
huts are ingeniously made with a frame of circular cane work
rising to point. Over this frame, thatching is neatly bound.
Around the hut are a series of small raised cane platform used
for sleeping purposes. Trophies of the chase by way of orna-
ment are suspended from the roof of the hut. Buckets made of
logs and sometimes of giant bamboo are found suspended in
the huts along with nets and baskets. Although much is not
known about the Jarawas, it is certain that they also construct
communal huts similar to Onges which have a capacity of
accommodating eighty to a hundred persons. These huts are
better built and are of a more permanent nature.!

Occu pation

The Andamanese are collectors of food and have no
occupation except those connected with the procuring and
preparation of food which is available to them in plenty from
nature. Their food consists of fish, pork, turtle, wild cat
{Paradoxurus), shell fish, turtle eggs, certain types of larvae,
and a great variety of fruit, seeds, root and honey. The sea
and the forests provide them with even more than what they
regard as necessaries of life. Due to availibility of food required
by them in an easy manner it was found extremely difficult to
induce those Andamanese living at the Andaman Homes to
lcarn cultivation of which they are quite ignorant.* The
Andamanese never starve though they are habitually heavy

1 Census Report, 1911, p. 88.
2 Administration Report, 1878, p. 37.
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eaters. Food is always cooked and usually eaten very hot.
The Andamanese are expert cooks and adept at preparing
delicacies from parts of animals and fishes. It is the duty of
the bachelors and spinisters to go in for search of food.

Internal Government

The Andamanese possess no idea of Government. In each
tribe and sept there is a recognised head, who attains this posi-
tion by willing consent of others on account of some admitted
superiority—mental or physical. He grows to this position
gradually and there is no election or formality for this purposc.
He commands a limited respect and such obedience as the self~
interest of the other individual members of the sept or tribe'
dictates. He has certain privileges in the shape of tribal influ- |
ence and immunity from drudgery. His wife also commands '
the same position among women and at her death if she isa
mother and not of young age, retains her privileges. Each sept
possesses a stretch of territory or hunting ground with definite
recognised boundaries. Any intrusion to this hunting ground
is regarded as a sufficient occasion for the outbreak of inter-sept
warfare, even if the different septs are related by marriage.
The isolation of the Andamanese into their various communi-
ties is due to this ‘constitutional peculiarities of jealousy™. Apart
from trespassing the recognised tcrritories by a member of
another sept, the Andamanese among their particular sept re-
cognise murder, theft, adultery, destruction of property, and
assault as the principal crimes. In such cases tic aggrieved
party takes the revenge by either wounding, murdering or
destroying the property of the offender without more active inter-
ference on the part of othersthan is consistent with their own
safety. These actions are taken without any fear of consequences
except vengeance of the friends of the other side, and even
this is usually avoided by disappearance till the short memory
of the people has obliterated wrath. Thus every man is a law
unto himself although the elders of the tribe have a certain
authority?.

1 Portman, Vol. 1, p. 40.
2 Ibid.
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¥

The land and property are communal. The ideas asto
individual possession are only rudementary. Andamanese will
often readily part with ornaments or any such thing to any
one who asks for them. Therefore, taking another’s property
without leave is permitted. There is only an incipient taboo
about the property belonging to the chief of a tribe.

Man has aptly described the above internal system of
government as ‘Communism modified by authority’ ; a feature
common to most primitive tribes. The authority of the chicef
and elders is due to their capacities and age. It is, however,
nominal and is only obeyed when it is manifestly in the interest
of the individual to do so.

Beliefs and Practices

The religion of the Andamanese is a subjcct of consider-
able interest and one which still occupies the attention of the
cthnologists. Their religion may be described as simple animism.
There is an anthropomorphic deity, ‘Pulga’ who does not dwell
on the sky but lives on the top of the Saddlc Peak, the highest
mountains in the Andamans.? Directly or indirectly this deity
is the causc of the existence of cverybody and everything.
‘Pulga can be identified with some definiteness to the storm
(Wuluga).? As ‘Pulga’ has so many attributes, we may call him
as a ‘God’.? He has a wife, one son and many daughters. He
transmits his orders through his son to his daughters who are
his messengers. Hc has no authority over the evil spirits and
contents himself by pointing out to the Andamanese the parti-
culars of offenders against himsclf. He punishes, causes storms,
and in fact corresponds in many ways with the child’s idea of a
deity!. He is not propitiated in any manner and there is no
idca of sacrifice, prayer of worship. There is no love for the
Deity but thc Andamanese only fear him. In order to escape
the consequences of his wrath, the Andamanese refrain from
doing acts which they know would displease him.

1 Saddle Peak : It is situated in the Rutland Tsland at a height of 2,400 feet.
2 ‘Wuluga’ means Storm in the language of Andamanese.

3 Census Report, 1901. p. 62.

4 Portman, Vol. I, p. 44.
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In addition to ‘Pulga’ there are the evil spirits of the
wood and the sea. The spirit of the forest is called ‘Erem-
Changa’ and that of the sea as ‘Jurwin’ Like ‘Pulga’ both
have wives and families. The minor evil spirits are ‘Nila’ and
a numerous class, the ‘Chol’, who are practically spirits of
diseases. The Andamanese believe in the continued existence
in spirit form of the dead relatives. Their beliefs prompt
them to do or abstain from doing. certain acts which they
conceive to be annoying and displeasing to these spirits.

The Andamanese idea of the ‘souls’ arises out of his
reflection in water and not out of his shadow which follows
him. His reflection is his spirit which goes after death to
another jungle world, ‘Chaitan’, under the earth. ‘Chaitan’ is
considered to be flat and supported by an immense palm tree.
There is an aerial bridge between this earth and the ‘Chaitan’
which serves as a way. The soul of the man rests in this
jungle world under the earth. It is believed that every child had
a prior existence. The theory of metempsychosis also appears
in many other superstitions, namely in naming a second child
after a previous dead onc because it is believed that the spirit
of the former babe have been transferred to the present one.
The Andamanese have no idea of a Heaven or a Hell, or of
any other such places meant for reward or punishment after
death.

The superstitions and mythology of thc Andamanesc are
the direct outcome of their beliefs in relation to the spirit.
They always carry fire with them to frighten ‘Erem-Changa’.
Although they do not worship the Sun and the Moon, they
believe that the Sun is the wife of the Moon and stars are
their children. Hence they avoid offending the Sun and the
Moon by remaining silent at their rise. ‘Pulga’ shows himself
in storm and so they appease him by throwing dried leaves on
the fire. They also try to deter him by burping beeswax
because he does not like the smell of it. Earthquakes are
considered as a play of the ancestors. There are a few lucky
and unlucky actions. The Andamanese have much faith in

1 Census Report, 1901, p. 63.



ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS 29

dreams which sometimes control their subsequent conduct.
Dreamers of prophetic dreams are supposed to be gifted with
second sight and power to communicate with spirits. Such
‘wise men’ can bring good and bad fortune by practising
magic and witchcraft. The Andamanese also believe in omens
and charms. Animals and birds are credited with human capa-
cities. Many strangers murdered by Jarawas have been found
with heavy stones placed on them. Stones have been found
placed along the pathways where they were murdered. This
was done to give a warning to the birds not to tell others that
aman had been murdered and thatthe murdered had passed
along the path.

There is a variety and abundance of legends and mytho-
logical stories differing among the different tribes but the
great bulk of the Andamanese mythology turns on ‘Pulga’ and
his doings with ‘Tomo’. ‘Tomo’ is considered to be the first
ancestor. ‘Pulga’ brought fire for him and his wife. He taught
them all the arts and created everything for them?. Everything
natural which appears new to them is attributed to ‘Pulga.’
The Andamanese after visiting the volcanoes on the Barren
Island for the first time at once christened it as ‘Molatarchoria’
(smoke Island) and said that the fire was located by ‘Pulga’.?

The next most important element in the mythology of the
Andamans is the story of the cataclysm which was caused by
‘Pulga.” Tt engulfed the whole islands, destroyed the fire and
separated the population from the main stock. Fire was after-
wards stolen by ‘Luratut’ the Kking of Fishes and restored
to the people. Since then fire had never been allowed to
become extinct. 1t is also believed that the population previous
to the cataclysm became the ‘Changa’ viz. ghostly ancestors.

Many other legends relate in a fanciful way the origin of
their customs of tattooing, dancing, harmful spirits, articles of
food and other subjects. An important subject for ethnological
study is the existence of the ideas of metempsychosis and of

1 Census Report, 1901, p. 63.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
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metamorphosis.’ According to the belief of the Andamanese
the animals known to them are ancestors changed supernatural
ly into animals.

The Andamanese are, however, of too happy and careless
a nature to be very much affected by their superstitions.? They
only care to avoid such acts which according to their tradmons
may displease the ‘Pulga’ or the cvil spirits.

Social ceremonies and customs

Among the Andamanese the social unit is the family. They
move in family groups to places where game and fish are easiest
to obtain. These family groups generally remain isolated in the \
territories of their particular sept. This isolation, however, did
not result in much differences in their customs and manners.
Only the Onges and Jarawas have somewhat different customs
and habits. The basis of the family system among the Anda-
manese is the patiarchal system. The wife after marriage
accompanies the husband who is generally the member of the
same sept. She has to perform all the household duties which
includes providing of shelter and a matting for lying upon, cook-
ing the food, procuring water and shell fish, carrying loads when
changing from place to place, shaving her husband and taking
care of him while he is sick. The husband has to protect his
wife, make canoes, build impleménts for hunting pigs or turtle,
and occasmnally catching fish by spearing them. He sometimes
obtains food, in case it is not provided by the bachelors or
spinsters.® In spite of the inferior status of the women in society,
they have a great deal of influence and are under no restrictions.*
The old women among the Andamanese are often very capable
and are highly respected.

There are certain peculiarities about the names, of the
Andamanese. A name of every child, which sticks to him or
her for life, is chosen by the mother from twenty conventional
names without reference to sex, immediately on her pregnancy

1 Census Report, 1§01 p. 63.

2 Portman, Vol. I, p. 64

3 Day F, ‘Observation on Andamanese’, Journal of Asiatic Society, Bengal,
1870, p. 153-157.

i Portman, Vol. 1, p. 34.
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becoming evident to her. This ‘womb name’ is called the
“Teng-l'ar-ula” or proper name.! When the child is born “Ota”
(which means testicles) is added for a male child and ‘Kata’
(female organ of generation) for a female. These two words are
only used during babyhood as a rule. A nickname, varying
occasionally as lifc proceeds, is added from personal peculiari-
ties and sometimes flattery or reverence.? Only one nickname
is used at a time. Girls are also given ‘flower names’ after one
of the sixteen selected trees which happen to be in flower at the
time they reach puberty.? This name which is used before the
Teng-I'ar-Ula is not discarded until she becomes a mother or is
elderly. The Andamanese people are now ignorant of the origin
of the flower names or the reason for the selection of the name
of particular trees for naming the girls.

Honorifics ‘maia’ and ‘mam’ are prefixed out of respect to
the names of elder males and ‘Charia’ to all names of married
women. Girls are addrcssed by flower names and elders by
honorifics. Names are not much used in addressing cach other
except for naming the abscnt person or in calling them.
Initiatory ceremonies are held when a man or woman reaches
the age of puberty and considered fit for marriage. On reaching
puberty or the age of twelve to sixteen years, abstinence from
six kinds of fcod, each in turn is voluntarily commenced and
continued for some years!. At the end of each abstinence, there
are a few ceremonies and dances. At thc end of the last of
these fasts, the man or woman is considered to be grown up.
Portman tracing the origin of this custom of limited voluntary
taboo observes that, ‘It is probable that puberty was originally
the cause of these, and the wish on the part of the aspirant to
show that he was capable of maintaining a family’.® After this
initiation, a honorific name is applied to an individual. There
is nothing religious about these ceremonies of initiation. A curi-
ous custom associated with these ceremonies is that in after life,
1 Portman, Vol.Ip. 36.

2 Consus Report, 1901, p. 64.

3 Tbid, p. 64 and Portman, Vol. I, p. 37. Portman has given the list of the trees
along with the name of the month in which they blossom.

4 Census Report, 1901, p. 64,

5 Portman, Vol. I, p. 42.
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men who have gone through the initiatory ceremonies together
will not fight or quarrel, nor call each other by name. They
will show great friendship but would try to avoid each other with
a mutual shyness.

Among the Andamanese the relations between the sexes
are unrestricted before the marriage. As a rule among the
tribes of Great Andaman marriages are contracted at the age of
twenty-five by men!. But among the Onges they marry while
very young, the girls being ten or eleven years and not even
developed.? The Onges children seem to know all about sex
matters due to their living in communal huts as well as to the
actions exhibited in their dances.

As a race the Andamanese by choice are monogamous.
They are exogamous as regards septs and endogamous as regards
tribe or more strictly groups.® In recent times there has been a
change in these practices. The tribes of the Yerawa and
Bojigngiji groups now inter-marry freely. Seventeen such inter-
marriages were witnessed by the Census party of 1911 during
their tour.* Among the Onges, the marriage is usually exo-
gamous as regards sept. The men select their partners from an
area situated at a great distance from their territory.” Some-
times the wives go with the husbands to live with them and
other times the husbands join the sept of their wives. One or
two cases have been also noticed where men and women are of
the same sept.

The marriage ceremony is very simple. It does not vary
much among the different tribes and groups. Assoonas it is
known that a young couple is anxious to be married the elders
take the bride to a newly made empty hut. The bridegroom on
seeing the bride sitting in the hut runs away into the jungle but
after some struggle and pretence of hesitation, he is brought in

1 Census Report, 1911, p. 84.
2 Ibid, 1931, p. 10.
3 1bid, 1901, p. 65.
4 1bid, 1911, p. 84.
§ 1bid, 1911, p. 84.



ABORIGINAL INHABITANTS 33

»

the hut by force and made to sit on the bride’s lap. Among the
Onges there is no such elaborate ceremony. An elder of the
sept takes the wrist of his daughter and places it in the hands of
the young man of thc visiting sept. The girl then becomes his
wifc. The bridegroom is free to take her provided the girl does
not release hersclf and runs away in the interior of the forest
before he reaches a canoc. If the girl succeeds in releasing her-
sclf from the grasp of the bridegroom, she is free to go back to
her family, much to the annoyance of the would-be husband.?
Among thc Andamanese divorce was very rare and quite
unknown after the birth of a child.? But since the beginning of
the twenticth century when a number of marriages were infruc-
tuous, divorees and remarriages became more common than was
formerly the case.f Scveral instances of general laxity in the
marital relations of the Andamanese have becn noticed in the
last thre> decades. In one instance the Yere wife of a Bojigiub
had becn married several times and had no children by any onc
of the husbands.? Among the Onges, descrting of a wife is con-
sidered a breach of tribal morality. An Onge who had deserted
his wifc was scolded by an old woman of the sept when the man
rcturned to his sept to live with his former wife.®
Sexual rclations among the Andamanese are not satisfac-
tory from the point of view of the civilised people. The Anda-
manese children specially the Onges seem to know all about sex
matters. Some conventional precautions are taken by them to
prevent the free intercourse between the sexes but generally it
cannot be stopped. Even after marriage, if a woman loves
1 The above marriage ceremony has been described by Portman in his book at
p. 42. Homfray and D¢y have narrated the ceremony in a different manner.
According to them ‘with the consent of the guardian of the girl, who is gene-
rally the chicf of the tribe, a marriage is arranged. At their ficst meeting the
bride and the bridcgroom stare at each other. In the evening the chief takes
the pair to the jungle where they spend their honeymoon.’ (See Portman,

Vol. 1 p. 545-46 for Homfray’s account and for an article of Dey, see journ:l
of Asiatic Society, Bengal, 1870, p. 153-157).

2 Census Report, 1931, p. 18.
3 1bid, 1901, p. 65.
4 1bid, 1911, p. 85.
5 1bid, 1911, p. 85.
6 Tbid, 1931, p. 18.
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another man and her husband raises an objection it is the lover
who takes offence. In one such incident which occurred in May
1892, a lover, when caught by husband of his beloved, wounded
the husband in an attempt to murder him.' Howecver, such
cases seem to be very rare.

Polyandry, polygamy, bigamy and incest are unknown
among the Andamanese. The widows generally remarry among
the Andamanese except among the Onge group wherc a widow
has no place in society. They even murder widows by
drowning.?

Funeral Customs

Death occasions loud lamentation from all concerned
with the dcceased. Babies are buricd under the floor of thejr
parents’ hut. Adults arc cither buricd in a shallow grave of,
which is considered more honourable, are ticd up in a bundle
and placed on a platform up in a tree.> Wrcaths of cane leaves
are then fastened conspicuously round the encampment to mark
the vicinity of a corpse. The place where such canoc-burials are
donc is usually deserted for about threc months. Mourning is
observed by smearing the head with grey clay and refraining
from dancing for the above period. At the end of this period
the relations and the friends of the deceased, disinter, or take
down the bones of the dead person and make them into orna-
ments, to which great importance is attached, as relics of the
deceased. It is believed that those ornaments stop pain and
cure di eases by simple application to the diseased part.* It
seems that prescrvation of the bone of the dead, which is the
only part of the human body with comparative permanence,
also gives them psychological satisfaction of close material
proximity with the beloved dead.® The skull is worn down the
back by tying it round the neck, by the widow, widower, or
nearest relatives of the deceased.® The Onges, Jarawas, and
1 Portman, Vol. 11, p. 684.

2 Census Report, 1951, Appendix A, p. XLIX.
3 ]bid, 1901, p. 65.

4 1bid, and Poriman, Vol. I, p. 43.

5 Ibid. 1951, Appendix A, p. XLIX.

5a Ibid, 1901, p. 66.
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Sentinelese have never been found to carry the complete skulls
of their relations- with them. They only carry part of the jaw-
bone and other small bonest. The mourning closes with a ccre-
monial dance and the removal of clay. The ceremonies con-

nected with the disposal of the dead are conventional, reverential
and elaborate in details.

Social Emotions

The Andamanese have no words for ordinary salutation,
grecting or expressing thanks.? On meeting they stare at each
other for a long period. This period of silence is broken by the
younger person with commonplace remarks. It is followed by
an cager telling of news which an Andamanese delights in hear-
ing. Relatives, however, sit on each other’s laps closely huddled
together weeping loudly and demonstratively when they meet
after a long separation.®* This process lasts for hours. The
Onges arc less demonstrative. Among them at the time of
meeting of the m