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PROLOGUE

BALBAN, rising from the obscure ranks of slavery to the

dizzying heights of kingship, made an indelible mark on the
medieval Indian political scene. Ambitious and able, he worked
with ruthless determination to shore up the tottering edifice of
Turkish rvle in India. Decline had set in after the death of
Iltutmish and events had gone quite out of control of his weak
successors till Balban stepped in to stem the rot. A practical
person, his objectives were clear cut and well defined—to restore
glory to the Crown and dignity to the Kingship, to suppress
tebellion with utter ruthlessness and bring peace to his subjects
tormented by hordes of lawiess brigands, to administer fair
justice with impartiality, to curb the unbriddled powers of nobles
and to consolidate his Empire and defend its frontiers from
determined descendents of the Mongol Genghis Khan. He denied
his slave origins and traced his descent from the Sassanid dynasty
of Persia. Perhaps his nagging sense of inferiority made him to
put an excessive emphasis on the purity of blood which fed to
his utter disregard for Muslims of Indian origin. He had respect
only for Turkish blue blood and manners and customs of the
Persian Court which he assiduously cultivated. He disregarded
the entreaties of his advisers to conquer new territories and
instead concentrated on consolidation and defence of the Empire
from internal and external menace. He suceeeded in his limited
objectives of strengthening the foundations of Delhi Sultanate,
keeping the Mongols at bay and ushering in an era of just peace
for his subjects.



He failed, however, to evolve a system of admnstration,
which would continue once fus hand was removed from the
hefm He weakened the power of the Turnikish nobles to such an-
extent that fater on they could not stand up to the Khaljp Amirs.
Above all s treatment of non-ehte indian Musims and non-
Mushims feft much to be desiced

‘This book attempts to explain and analyse the successes and
farfures of Baiban and to understand the man and his mind by
putting m 1n fus proper historicafl perspective



INTRODUCTION

HILE Iltutmish laid the foundations of Turkish rule in

India it was Balban who built upon it, Much, indeed, had
happened between the death of Iltutmish and Balban’s advent
to power thirty years later. The Turkish rule continued to thrive
during this period in spite of the ascent of weaklings to the
throne.! In northern India it became a power to reckon with
and Delhi now come to be known as Darul Khilafat®>—a title
associated with either Baghdad or Damascus. Baghdad and
Damascus had lost their lustre and Delhi shone in prominence
and occupied a unique position in the entire Muslim world. It
enjoyed a measure of security and stability which had ceased
to exist in other Muslim states rocked by the depredations of
Mongols. To this haven of security flocked statesmen, admi-
nistrators, poets, philosophers and historians® and Delhi became
the cultural and political hub of the Muslim world.?

Although in the interregnum of three decades between Iltut-
mijsh and Balban Delhi had suffered much political chaos and
turmoil caused by deposition of Razia, Behram and Masud
Shah, vet certain ideas and tendencies which were to shape and
govern the future ideals and practices of kingship became dis-
cernible. It was Balban’s task to give flesh and substance to
these ideals of kingship. In order to understand how Balban

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 141, 143-144,

2Yahya refers to Delhi as ‘Darul Mulk’, Tarikh-i-Mubarakshali (Tr.),
p. 37. .
3Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp. 21-23.
4Ibid.
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4 THE REIGN OF SULTAN BALBAN

Ulugh Khan occupled the fort and showed great skill and
courage 1 According to Minhag-us-Siraj 1t was due to the terror
of Ulugh Khan that no Mongol invasion tock place during
1247-48 AD.2 Ulugh Khan also advised the Sultan to proceed
to Hindustan (Doab} to pumish the rulers and inhabitants of
Mawasat® for he hoped that such an expedition would fetch
money which could be used to fight the Mongols Consequ-
ently armies were sent to Doab and the fort of Talsanda was
occupied ¢ Thereafter Ulugh Khan proceeded to subdue Dalak:-
wa Malaki who had occupied the territories between Kalinjar
and Kara and had become a terrror for the rulers of Kalmjar
and Malwa 8 Ulugh Khan was victortous and in 1248 AD he
marched back to the capttal with the booty € Next, Ulugh Khan
vanquished Raja Nahar Dev of Ranthambhor who was a very
powerful Hindu ruler of the are1?

In the year 1249 A D Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud who was
greatly impressed by his achievements entered into 2 matrimonial
alliancs with the family of Ulugh Khan 8 According to Minhay-
us Sha) no king possessed such a brave and taleated Maiik ®
Sultan marred Ulugh Khan's daughter His status was raised

$Tubgat 1 Nasirl by Minhay us Sway (Tt ), p 84, Tankh 1 Ferfshta by
Ferishta (Tt} Vol 1,p 130, Tarikh i Mubarkshaht by Yabya (Tr) p 33

$Tabgat | Nastri by Mimhay us Swraj (Tr ), p 85

bid, pp 47,85

ANear Kannaw according to Raverty (Ir), p 679, footnotes, Village
Bulsar near Etah ding to Ct h: ding to Comprel
History of Indfa, Vol V,p 258,118 sttuated 1n Kannaw Distoict, Tarikh 1-
Ferishta by Fenishta (Tr) Vol T, p 13! calls 1t Bitunda, Tarikh 1 Mabark-
shahiby Yahya (Tr), p 33, names t Balsandah, Tubgar { Akbari (Tr)
p 86 calls 1t Talsandaby

$Tubgas i-Nasiel by Minhaj us Siray (Tr) pp 47-48, Tarikh 1+ Mubarak-
shaki by Yahya {(Cr) p 33 ZTarikh i Ferishta by Fershta (Tr), Vol I,

13t
° $Tubgat ¢+ Nasiri by Miohay us Suay (Tr ), p 85, Tarikh I Mubarakshahi
by Yahya ([t} p 33, Zarikit 1 Ferishta (Tr}, Vol I p 131

tud Comprehsnsive History of India, Vol V, calls ym Rana Bahar
Dev p 259, see also Tartkh 1 Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tc ) p 34, Tarikh-
i Ferishta (Tr), Vol 1,p 131

BTarikh § Ferishta (Tr), Vol 1,p 131

*Tubgat § Nosiri by Minhay us Sieay (Tr ), p 86
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from Malik to Khan! and he became Naib-i-Mamlakat?. His
brother Saifuddin-Aibak was appointed to the post of Amir-i-
Hajib. In due course of time Ulugh Khan was able to create a
group of his own supporters in the court which made him quite
powerful. Among them were Malik Taj-Uddin Tabar Khan,
Naib-i-Amir-i-Hajib, Alauddin Ayaz Raihani (son of Minhaj-us-
Siraj), Naib-i-Vakildar and Ikhtiyaruddin Aibak, the Amir-i-
Akhur.

In 1251 A.D. Ulugh Khan marched at the head of an army
towards Malwa and Kalinjar, subjugated Jahar Izar, a powerful
Rai of the vicinity, and occupied the fort of Narnol constructed
by the Rai? Minhaj-us-Sitaj considered this a great feat of
valour because in a similar expedition Nusrat Taysi, during the
reign of Iltutmish, had to retreat.4

In 1252 A.D. the Sultan marched towards Bias river accom-
panied by all Maliks and Khans.® In the meantime the party
rival to Ulugh Khan, led by Imad-uddin Rayhan,® made an
unsuccessful attempt on the life of Ulugh Khan. Imad-uddin
Rayhan’s machinations did not end and he prevailed upon the
Sultan to send Ulugh Khan to Nagaur and to assign Hansi to
a price.? After this was done, Tmad-uddin Rayhan became the
Vakildar. He took over the management of administration in
his own hands and the officers who were appointed by Ulugh
Khan were either removed or transferred.® Imad-Uddin’s

'The rank of Khan which was given to a Prince was given as a special
honour to Malik. No non-Turk seems to have enjoyed this rank. Balban
enjoyed not only this title but the title of Ulugh Khan (the great Khan);
see Foundations of Muslim Rule in India by Habibullah, p.248.

?Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 303; Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani
(Tr.), p. 142; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.). Vol.1, p. 129; Tarikh-i-
Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 32.

3Tabqat-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 87.

$Tabgat-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.) p.87; see also Tarikh-i-Mubarak-
shahi by Yahya (Tr.), p.34; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1,
p. 132,

YTabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 87. Malik Balbah of
Badayun and Malik Quttiaq Khan of Biyana were among them.

STabgat-i- Nasiri by Miohaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 87.

7Ibid., p. 50, Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. L., p. 132,

*Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p.88 Saiffuddin Aibak was
granted Igta of Kara and Izzauddin Balban was appointed Amir-i-Hajib.
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activities led to disquiet 1n the Emprre

Meanwhile from Nagaur Ulugh Khan marched with his army
to Ranthambhor, Bund:iand Chittor! and humbled the well-
organsed army of Raja Nhar Dev, the ruler of Ranthambhor,
and collected a Jarge amount of money, horses and slaves and
returned to Nagaur *

While Ulugh Khan was thus mecreasing s strength 1n the
Court a number of Turkish Amirs turned aganst Rayhan who
was an Indian born Mushm and hence looked down upon by
Tajpiks who considered Rayhah to bea low and mean man not
deserving of any high post 3 Turkish Amirs did not want to be
under the command of Rayhan A number of Amiss from hara,
Awadh Badayun Tabarhinda, Sunam, Samana and Siwalk
wrote letters to Ulugh Khan urging lum to return to Delhtd
Accordingly, Arsalan Khan from Tabarhinda Bat Khan Khaital
from Sunam Ulugh Rhan from Nagaur and Siwahk and Jalal
Uddin Masud Shah from Lahore collected thewr armies and
marched to Delh1 3 The Royal Army suffered a loss on meeting
these combined armies and ultimately p=ace was sought All the
Maliks urged the Sultan to remove Imad Uddin Rayhan from
fus service § In 1254 A D Rayhan was removed from the post
of Vakidar and was 1ppomted Governor (Wali) of Badayun?
Rayhan tried to subvert peace attempts by trying to ass1ssinate
Bat Khan when he reach~d Sultan s camp on behalf of Ulugh
Khan Tius, however, was foiled by Malik Hasan Ghori who
advised Bat Khan through a special messenger not to move out
of his camp Thus schemes of Ulugh Khan's rivals failed ®
Imad Uddin Rayhan was ordered to proceed towards Badayun
and Minhay us-Siray the historian, who had earlier been deprt
ved of us post of Qazi was called to negotiate the terms of

peace

3Tabgat { Nastri by Minhaj us-Stray (Tr) p 88

hid

bid

4jbyd, p 88 89

ibid p 89

*Ibid also Tarikh I Ferishta by Fenishia (Tr) Vol 1 p 133

TTarikh { Ferlshta (Tr) Vol 1 pp 132133 Tabgat { Masil by M nhay-
us Siray (Tr} p 57

$Tebgat I Nasir{ by Minhay us Siraj (Tr) p 50
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Ulugh Khan reached Delhi in January 1255 A:D. When he
reached the imperial camp the Sultan granted him the rare pri-
vilege of kissing his hand (Dasf Bosa).l According to Minhaj-
us-Siraj a miraculous event occurred when Ulugh Khan reached
there! It rained in Delhi which till now was facing a drought.
So Ulugh Khan’s return was treated as an auspicious omen.2

The restoration of Ulugh Khan to power fanned more ambi-
tions in his heart. Isami informs us that Ulugh Khan did not
attend the court on the pretext of illness. When the Sultan made
inquiries about it he was told that Ulugh Khan had fallen ill
because of his desire for royal chatra and wand. The Sultan
agreed to give his chatra to him.® When Ulugh Khan arrived at
the Court with it some nobles like Qutubuddin Hasan Ghorij
made offensive temarks whereupon Ulugh Khan got him
murdered.?

In 1255 A.D. Qutlugh Khan was sent as Governor of Awadh
where he tried to raise the banner of revolt and was encouraged
by Imaduddin Rayhan in this. Rayhan was, however, defeated
and killed.? Royal armies were despatched to suppress these
revolts. Ulugh Khan also gathered armies at Siwalik, Hansi,
Sarsuti, etc. Qutlugh Khan and his followers fled Awadh and
crossed the Saryu river, Ulugh Khan was sent in their pursuit.
He reached the borders of Basan Kot (Bandi Kot} and Tirhkut,
overpowered a number of Hindu Rajas and brought rich booty
for the Sultan.® Ulugh Khan crossed Saryu river and reached
Awadh. Qutlugh Khan fled towards Santur? and took shelter

bid.
2Ibid.

3Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 303; see also ed. by Mahdi Husain,
Vol. 11, pp. 283-285, Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tv.), p. 142; Tarikh-i-
Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 32,

YFutuli-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 303. When the Sultan enquired about
it the Khan replied *“There was a thorn that was doing permanent injury
to the garden of the kingdom, I ordered it to be torn up. . ..” The king
was hurt *‘but he could say nothing in the presence of Ulugh Khan”. See
also Futuh-us-Salatin ed. by Mahdi Husain, Vol. 11, p. 287.

$Tabqat-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 90, Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 134,

*Tabgat-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 90.

"Dehradun. There is some controversy regarding the Jocation of Santur.
See Tabqat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj~qs-$iraj (Tr.), p. 5}; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 134; 'Ta'r{klx-f‘-Mubarakshalxi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 37.
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mn the hils? He was assisted by Rana Ranpal—a reputed
Hindu Raja Ulugh Khan was sent alongwith other Mahks and
a fierce battle ensued  Ulugh Khan reached upto Silmur which
was 1n the poss~ssion of Rana Ranpal but the Itter fled and the
fort was destroyed  Munhay us Siraj says that Ulugh Khan thus
captured a place which so far had not been conquered by any
one before um 2 Qutlngh Khan, however, escaped and Jowned
Kashlu Khan the Amur of Sindh and Uch Ulugh Khan pursued
them At this trme he intercepted communications between the
rebels and a faction of Amurs at the Capital inc uding the Qazt
and Shaikh ul Islim  Ulugh Khan alerted the Sultan and thus
the conspiracy was fosled 3 Qutlugh escaped and Kashfu Khan
returned to his country

In the meantime the Mongols 1nvaded Sindh 1n 1257 AD
under the leadership of Nueen Sari¥ Malik Balban was res
ponsible for mstigating htm  The Mongols damaged the fort of
Multan However, Ulugh khan collected a huge army and other
Amirs 1lso on his advice, gathered with their forces which
scared the Mongols so much that they returned to their country
without even crossing the border ®

Around this ttme Qutlugh han and Arslam Khan sent a
message to Ulugh Khan seeking his intervention in securing
pardon for them from the Court In 1258 both of them came to
the Court and Ulugh Khan treated them with great deal of
kindness which so overwhelmed the former rebels that they
turn~d loyal to the Court It was upon the recommendation of
Ulugh Khan that Qutlugh Khan was assigned Lakhnayti and
Arslan Khan was given Kara ¢ Ulugh khan also promoted hts
cousin Sher Khan and got him the governorstup of Bajana,

*Tabgat 1 Nasirt by Mmhayus Sira) (Tr) p 53 Tunkh i Feris/ta by
Ferishta (Tr) Vol I p 134 Tartkh { Mubaraks/ali by Yahya (Tr) p 34

\Tabgat 1 Nasiri by Minhry us S ray (Tr ) p 91 Tartkh i Mibarakshal 1
by Yehya(Tz) p 35

3Tabgat { Nasir1 by Minha us S raj {Tr) pp 52,54 and 91 93 Tartkh
1 Fertshta by Fenshts (Tr) Vol I p 134 Tarikh 1 Mubarahshahi by Yahys
{Tr) p3s

“Tabgat i Nasiri by Minhaj us Siray (Tr) pp 53 and 9

sTabgat i Nasiri by M nhaj us Strag (Tr) p 93 see also Futuk us Salatin
by Isami (Tr) p 303 Tartkh { Mubaraks! ahi by Yahya (Tr) p 36 Tarikh
2 Ferls! ta by Fersshta (Te) Vol I p 134

$Tubjat § Nasir! by Minhaj us Suaj(Tr) p 94
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Kol, Jalesar and Gwalior.!

In 1260 A.D. Ulugh Khan proceeded towards Kohpaya (hill
tract around the city) to punish the rebels? in this area who
‘had let loose of reign of terror in Haryana, Siwalik and Bayana
by plunder and arson. When Ulugh Khan was involved with
Mongols these elements had taken away the camels of Ulugh
Khan's officers. Now Ulugh Khan attacked the region with full
‘force and for twenty days continuously fought, plundered and
killed the people.® He offered the soldiers one Tanka for a
severed head and two Tankas for the capture of a rebel. Malka
was captured alongwith his family. Two hundred fifiy rebels
were imprisoned. One hundred and fortytwo horses alongwith
30 thousand Tankas were sent to the Court.? Thus adorned with
success Ulugh Khan returned to the capital where he received
great welcome and robes of honour were also distributed.?

The same year Halaku, Changiz Khan’s grandson, sent his
envoys from Khurasan and Iraq. They stayed for sometime at
Marutha till a proper reception could be organised for them?®
which was done after Ulugh Khan's return. The streets were
decorated, probably in the Mongol fashion, with the severed
"heads and bodies of the rebels. Mounted horsemen and soldiers
with weapons lent splendour to a city decorated with flags.
‘Spectacular pomp and pageant was displaysd in the Court of
the Sultan.? It was all done at the instance of Ulugh Khan® who
had a tremendous capacity for organisation. This grand specta-
-cle created a great impression upon the envoys. Halaku was so
impressed by Ulugh Khan that he allowed the Iatter to use the
word Khan for Ulugh Khan iastead of Malik.?

11bid, see also Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferichta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 135,

*Tubqat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 94; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi
by Yahya (Tr.). p. 37; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 135.

3Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp. 94-95.

41bid.

*Ibid.

$Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj us Siraj (Tr.), p. 94.

*Ibid, pp. 96-97; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, pp. 135-136;
“Tarikh-i-Mubarakshaki by Yahya {Tr.), p. 36.

*Tabgat-i-Nastri by Minhaj us Siraj (Tr.), pp. 95-97.

*In Turkistan the word Khan was used by the King alone and_others
referred to as Malik. While translating the letters from Persian to Mongol
"language, the word Malik was used for Ulugh Khan, Halaku asked the

transiator to use the word Khan for Ulugh Khan; Tubgat-i-Nasiri (Tr.),
ip. 98.
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So great was the power wielded by Ulugh Khan as Natb-i-
Mamlakat that lustorians regard Sultan Nasir-Uddin simply as
anon eatity? Ulugh Khan, however, was not satisfied with 1t
and was eager to get the crown for lumself and remove all the
hindrances on hus way 2 Unfortunately there does not exist any
contemporary record of Nasi-Uddin’s last six years Barntis
silent on thisissue  According to Yahya and Ferishta Suitan
Nasiruddin fell 1)l and died ® But Thn Batuta states that his Naib
alled him and became the King 4 Tsam: too declares that Nasir
Uddin Mahmud was potsoned &

It 15 m this maaner that Ulugh Khan enthroned himself and
adopted the title of Ghiyasuddin Balban ¢ In doing so he created
a precedent for usurpation of political authonty and Jalaluddin
Khalp, Alauddin Khalp, Nasiruddin Shah, etc all followed.
tim

Ulugh Khan's career throughout the pertod was marked by
sncessant activities and ceaseless efforts In dealing with the
rebels he showed unusual courage, ability and dextenity especially

arikl- Flrovshkai by Barani (Te ). p 142, Farwh us-Salatin by Isam
{Te ), p 303, Turikh i Ferishta by Fenshta {Tr), Vol 1, pp 129, 138
Tarikh § Mubarakshhar by Yanya (Tr) p.33

*[sam1 narrates an anecdote that the sons of the Sultan and thosc of
Ulugh Khan used 1o play together  Once the sons of Ulugh Khan clamed
that their father was the wisest man of the age. The princes replied that m-
spite of his age and prudence they could make him ahght from the horse
A bet of eighty dinars was made. When the princes were nding one day
they dehberately dropped the whip Immedsately Ulugh Khan picked it up
and gave 1t to thers Thus the princes won the betand Ulugh Khan s sons
had 1o ask their father to pay the amount That 1s how Ulugh Khan came
to know the mind of the princes This gave fum food for thought He
thought that “one day by tuickery and deceit they will arrest me, biad me
and put me to death ™ Isarm says, /I have heard that after careful planamg
he carried out a wicked design Poison was adnunistered to the King There
was a tumult all over the city but the King died 1n 1266-67 A D ¥ Futsh us
Salatun by Isame (Tr ), pp 303 304 and also Vol 11, E4 by Mahdi Husain,
pp. 283 290

Turikh # Fenishta by Fenshta (¥r ), Vol, I, p 136, Torikh 1 Mubarake
shahi by Yahya (Tr ), p. 37, see also Foundation of Muslum Rule in Indie
by Habibullah, p 136

4Rehla by Tbn Batuta (Tr ), p 311,

Futub us Salatin by Isam: (Tr ), p 304, Vol II,ed by Mahdi Husam,

p 290
SFutuh us Salatin by Isami1 (Cc ) p 304
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in case of Hindu rebels and the Mongols. He was indeed the
guiding force in all such campaigns. He acquired plenty of
experience both in warfare and administration.

Ruthlessness was one important feature of Balban’s
character. In this respect he set an example for Alauddin Khalji
who also believed in severe measures. Balban was of the view
that indiscipline and Jawlessness should be most severely dealt
with. He believed in setting an example by making the puaish-
ments most severe and ruthless. According to Baiban the basic
requirement of a successful sovereign was to create fear and awe
among the masses. In this firm handling of affairs perhaps lies
the secret of Balban’s success.

Not only was Balban ruthless, he was highly ambitious too.
He was not satisfied with promotions which came in rapid suc-~
cession but his eyes were riveted on the throne itself.

An equally interesting aspect is his extreme fondness for
wine and social gatherings.! He often organised convivial parties
which were attended by distinguished Maliks and enlivened by
wine, music and dancing. He gambled too, although money so
won was distributed in charities. He thus enjoyed pleasures of
luxury and luxuries of pleasures.®

But on ascending the throne he comp’etely changed his ways
and behaviour.® He not only gave up drinking but prohibited
manufacture and consumption of wine throughout his
dominion.*

Throughout the Sultanate period there was no law of
succession to the throne and its absence created problems.’S It
was merit which generally was the deciding factor in the matters
of succession. After the death of Htutmish there was a conti-
nuous struggle for the crown which came to an end with the
accession of Balban who had amply demonstrated his merit. In
1266 A.D. he ascended the throne in Qasr-i-Safid with the con~

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 156.

*Ibid.

3Ibid_It was on moral and political and not on religious grounds thar
Balban seems to have given up alcohol. His sons continued to drink, see
Ibid, pp. 171, 180. .

$Tariklh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tt.) Vol. I, p. 141,

8Facets of Delhi Sultanate by Rekha Joshi, pp. 6-34,
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sent of the Maliks and the people * There was no oppasition to
this move and the Vaziers, Amirs and Maliks paid him homages 2
According to Barani, Sultan accorded welcome to and conferred
honours and grants on fis officers, friends and relatives in
accordance with the Perstan traditions and culture 3

QOne of the tasks before Balban was to restore the prestige
and digmty of the Crown which had been dechnuing ever since
the death of lltutmish The four sons of Iitutmish were callow
and nave who could not handle the delieate pohtical and ad-
ministrative problems They spent their time m revelry and
mernment, unmindful of the tasks before them The 1ndifference
and laxity strred up the ambition of their Turkish slaves known
as Chehalgans 4

The mmmediate predecessor of Balban was Nasiruddin
Mahmud who was a muld natured and gentle person His
gentleness taken for weakness further emboldened the slaves
who, taking advantage of weak rulers, were trying to grab all
the powers 1n thesr hands and as a resnlt had become very
powerful and ambitious 3 The slaves who had become Maliks
and Khans were vying with each other for power which genera-
ted conflicts, rivalry and competition among them © The prestige
ofthe Shamsh empire had come totally under an eclipse

In the three decades following the death of Htutmish the
awe which the Sultan struck 1n the hearts of the people had
vanished 7 People 1 their impertinence did not follow the
government orders and things had come to such a sorry pass
that only a strong mulitary despot conld set the matters
night

Balban had learnt hus [essons well and fus experience and
wisdom led hum to base his royal anthority on splendovr and

Tarikss 1 Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol I, p 138, Muntakhab ut
Tawarikh by Badaon: (Tr ), Vol I,p 183

STartlch | Mubsrokshahi by Yahya (Tr), p 37,

Tarikh | Firozshahi by Barant (Tt ), p 141

*ibd

*lbid, pp 141-142

*Ibid p 143 They would say to each other *“what art thou thatIam
@ot™ and *what shall thou be™",

Tarikh | Firozshaht by Baram (Tt ), pp 143-144, Tarlkh i Ferishta by
Fenshta (Tr), Vol I, p. 138,
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magnificent display of grandeur and power.? Immediately after
his accession to the thron2 he attempted to revive the glory of
the court by appomtm0 loyal and awe-inspiring body-guards,.
leading grand processions which created feeling of reverence?
and appointing to the court men of talent and calibre belonging.
to high families.® These people were honoured in the court and
they were loyal and obedient to the Sultan alone.* According to
Barani although Iltutmish might have had more treasures,.
armies and animals yet the authority, magnificence and majesty
of Balban's court surpassed that of all the Sultans of Delhi.5
Balban believed like Izzuddin Salari and Qutubuddin Hasan
Ghori, Maliks of Iltutmish’s court, that a Sultan who does not
insist on discipline, strict code of morality and show of splen-
dour cannot inspire dread and reverence in people. What a
Sultan can achieve by the display of his might and by comman-
ding respect he cannot achieve by simple punitive measures or by
being kind to the people.b These are the virtues of a Sultan and
if he did not possess these qualities his subjects would bzcome
disobedient, corrupt and rebzllious.”

Balban adopted the title of Zillillah which led him to behave
like a super-human being.8 Yet at the same time he took the
advice of his councillors? and kept in mind the limitations
imposed by conventions and religion.1® So far as the duties of a
sovereign were concerned, Balban probably believed in the
Islamic tenets and accepted the sayings of the Ulemal! while at
the same time he himself had confessed that it was not possible

.

Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. L., p. 144; Some Aspects of
Muslim Administration by Dr. R.P. Tripathi, pp. 34, 36.

2Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 144.

31bid.

$1bid pp. 145-146.

51bid, pp. 145-146,

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 146.

*Ibid, p. 148.

$Some Aspects of Muslim Administration by Dr. R.P. Tripathi. p. 36.

STaril-h-i-Firo=shahi by Barani (Ir.). p. 159; Tariklh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.). Vol. I, p. 141.

WTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 146, 149, 153-154, 156,

1jbid, p. 155 )
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forhim to act upon them fully * -

The Turkish Sultans of Delhi believed 1n unlimted despo
‘hism Balban especially did not believe i didution of pohtical
power He could not tolerate any defiance of his authonty His

*Balbav often quoted in presence of hus sonsand courtiers the discus
stons and discourses of Sayyid Nuruddie Mubarak Gazoavi and other
Ulema which were held during the time of his master Iltutmish These
Ulema criticized the un Islamic practices of the Sultans

*“‘Whatever the Kings do and deem essentials of Kngship—the way 10
which they eat drink, wine and dress themselves, the manner 10 which they
sit get up and go out riding , the way 18 which they sit on their throne and
compel the people t0 sit and perform prostration before them  all this 15
apposed to the Prophet and amouats to claiming parinership n the atin
butes of God This would be a cause of their damnation n the pext
world *

“Owing to the ommussion of these acts which are agamnst the will of
-God and the traditions of Mustafa, the safvation of the King s not possible
except by the implementation of the following four policies for the protec~
tion of the faith , ““Fiest the King should protect the rehigion of Islam with
«<orrect faith and with the intenuon of strengthening 1t They should utihize
the power, digmity ana prestige of their Kingship n establishing supre~
macy of Kalama 1 Haqq 1a elevating the customs of Islam, 10 promulgating
the commands of the Shaviat

The second policy necessary for the salvation of Musim Rungs 1s this
The open display of sins 2nd shameless deeds and the publication of for
bidden thmgs should be suppressed among the Mushm people, andan the
cities, habitations and towns of Islam, through the terrorand power of
Kingship The third principle the duty of enforcing the rules of the
Shanat of Muhammad should be assigned to pious, God fearypg and relt
gous men  Dishonest and Godless people, who have no regard for the
rights of others, as well 25 cheats, swindlers, wordly people and self seckers
~—should not be allowed to sit on the Masnad of the Shanat

The fourth principle which s necessary for the protectton of the true
<reed and the salvation of the Kings and enhancement in their status 1s the
dispensation of Justice "

* Whenever the Kings implement these four policies with firm determi-
nation and sincere faith and establish truth at the centre through the terror
and presuige of their royal authonty, then even il their soufs are polluted
by sinful desire and 1 the essentials of Kingstup they have ignored the
Sunnah, their status will be among the rehigious people Tarikh § Firoz
shakd by Baraas (Te) pp 153 135

This discourse has not been mentioned by any other authorty—contem
pocary or later The views of Sayyid Mubirak seem to resemble very
.closely those of Baran: Itappzars that either Barant has expressed his views
through him or vice versa  The authenucity of the sermon is doubtful Sec
Religion and Polirics in India by K A, Nzaau, p 160
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«espotism was of extreme kind.! Yet it had certain limitations.
He could not afford to ignore public opinion completely. In
view of the circumstances Balban followed the middle course.
He wns a curious mix of contradictions.® He was kind and
polite and at the same time full of wrath and temper,

Balban realised that for the maintenance of the stability in
the affairs of the state the authority of the King must remain
supreme. He was a firm believer in the institution of Kingship.®
He was of the view that the prestige of the state depended
largely upon the acts of the ruler and his officials. He knew that
a king lacking in vigour could not inspire reverence for the
Crown.? It was, therefore, his political creed that all challanges
to his authority—internal or external—should be ruthlessly
suppressed.

Even asa Naib of Nasiruddin, Balban tried to stop the
decline that had set in after the demise of Iltutmish and met a
large measure of success. Although Barani has commented® on
the deplorable condition of the Sultanate yet attheend of
Nasiruddin Mahmud's reign the situation was well under con-
trol and there prevailed a *‘serene atmosphere in the country,”®

However Barani maintains that Balban wept bitterly after relating these
scrmons to his sons, relatives and other officers. The Sultan confessed that
he was not capable of following these regulations and policies. As & matter
-of fact no Sultan could possibly follow them properly. As for Balban he
firmly believed in dispensing quick and impartial justice and could not
tolerate any obstacle in that matter.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 155,

Tapikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 157,

21bid, p. 152,

3Palitics in Pre-Mughal Times by Ishwar Topa, pp. 64-65.

SFoundations of Muslim Rule in India by A.B.M. Habibullah, p. 135,

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 141, 144,

STarikh-I-Mubarakshaht by Yahya (Tr.), p. 37.
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KINGSHIP

DURING the time of Iltutmish the Turkish Empire 1
India was m an embryonic stage and because of 1ts unset

tled state great caution and alertness was required for conduct~
1ng the business of State  Iitutmush was cautious and whatever
steps hetook were guided by maturity of thought and judge-
ment When, however, Balban came to the throne the Turkish.
rule in India was well entrenched and the period of experi-
mentation was over The vanous forces which would determine
the nature of Kingship had crystallised by now

There were essentrally three forces which were to deter-
mune Balban’s 1deal of Kingshup These were the character and.
composition of the population, the posttion and status of the
Ulema, and the attitude of the nobihity

When Iltutmish came to power he had, as was to be
expected, concerned humself solely with the interests of his
co-religiomsts This policy was not tenable when Balban came to
power. A long period of sixty years had elapsed between the
establishment of Turkish empire m India and coming of
Balban to the throne  During this period the imtial bitterness
and hostility of the local population to the foretgn domunance
had d hed derably if not obl d totally The
Turks having decided to reside permanently in India had inevit-
ably to multiply their points of contact with the Indian popu-
lation While a central administrative structure of some kind
had been developed by varous rulers local affais continued to-
be managed by the Indians* The Turks who had come to

Afnfluence of Islam on Indian Culture by Dr  Tara Chand p 137,
Religion and Politics in Ind a by K A Nizami, pp 322 323
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India were soldiers and had very little knowledge of intricate
financial matters and Indian revenue organisation. Indian
population was mostly agricultural and it was from agriculture
that major income of the state was derived. If therefore,
Hindus were not satisfied realisation of revenue would become
difficult. if not impossible.! One way of satisfying the Hindus
was to ensure for them peace and protection®. Much of the
animosity between the victor and the vanquished had vanished.
The spirit of that age has been expressed in poems by Amir
Khusru who was born thirteen years before Balban came to
power. Inhis Persian poems he has delineated the apprecia-
tion which the Turks had for Indian institutions, the people of
India, India’s climate, etc.® An understanding between the
foreigners and local population was developing. Under these
circumstances Balban although swayed by his co-religionists
could not ignore the non-Muslim population. He was after all
the ruler of all the people of Northern India and as a ruler was
expected to dispense equal and impartial justice. With justice
was associated the dignity of sovereign.® Requirements of dis-
pensing even-handed justice demanded a concept of sovereignty
which would be acceptable, if not fully, at least partiallv as
much to non-Muslim population as to the Muslims Here,
therefore, we find a tendency for secularisation—the tendency
for separating religion from politics. Balban was able to chalk
out for himself a radical line of action. It was different from
Tltutmish’s policies. It marked a deviation from tradition.
Itisin this context that we should consider the status
ofthe Ulema in relation to State and administration. The
Ulema came to India as an institution familiar in the annals
of Damascus and Baghdad. By virtue of the fact that the
Ulemas were regarded as the repository of all theological

Turikh-i-Firozeshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 194 ; The Government of the
Sultanate by U.N. Day, p. 201.

*Epigraphia Indo Moslemica Year 1913-1914, pp. 3545 ; Religion and
Politics in India by K. A. Nizami, p. 91.

3Nuhsiphir by Amir Khusrau (Rizvi, Tr) pp. 179-181, See also
Qiran-us-Saadain by Amir Khustau (Rizvi, Tr.), pp. 286-287.

$Tarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tt.), pp. 152-155.

sibid. p. 155.
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learning and the esteemn in which they were held, they exercnse&
an influence on the state which was sometimes out of proportion
to their numbers 1 When a new sovereign ascended the throne
the first to greet and confirm him would be the Ulema? follow-
ed by the nobles and then the masses It 13 true that some of
the Ulema of lltutmish’s time were men of learning, imbued
with common sense and spint of self sacnifice and Titutmish
respected them ® It was for these qualities that many concesstons
were given to them  They were given free-hold grant of Jand,
lavishly rewarded by the state and enjoyed places of honour
m the court' and from therr exalted positions mAuenced
the affairs of the state Ulema durmg Iltutmish’s period
were reafassets to the State But dunng the thirty years
following Iltutmish’s death the character of Ulema under-
went rapid deterioration ¥ Baram has criticised the Ulema
of Balbans timeand has made scathing comments on their
selfishness, corruption, narrowmindedness, ambition and theirr
attachment to secular objects ¢ It was for Balban to decide what
place to assign to the Ulema, who instead of being assets
had now become liabilities,” in the matters of state Therr
participation was no longer in the interests of the State Balban,
being a practical person, did no dissociate mmself from them®
but tried to keep them at an arm’s length He however, honour-
ed and respected the deserving Ulema specially Ulema--
Akharat ® Baram1 has mentioned 1n glowing terms such emnent
Ulema as Maulana Burhan Uddin Balkhi, Qazi Sharfuddin

A\Nobility under the Sultans of Delkiby S B P Nigam, p 119

*Rahla by Ibn Batuta (Tr ) pp 309 310

Tabgat i Nasiri by Minha) us Siray  (Raverty, Tr), Vol Lp 622,
Futuh us Salatin by Isam (Tr), p 30t

“rabagat § Nasiri by Minhay us Siraj(Tr ), p 22 also see Raverty (Tr )
p 622 Tarikk | Firozshaks by Barani (Tt ), p 153 Religron and Polites in
Indaby KA Nizamu, pp, 159, 162 164

¥Tabgat-Nasiri by Minhaj us Sira) (Tr ) pp 3941

eTarikh.i-Firozshak by Batani (Tr ), pp 190-191, 230-231

b d

PBalban had ordered general massacre of the rebels at Lakhnauti but
on the recommendation of the Qazi  Lashkar he pardoned them Tarikh
1 Firozshahil by Baraai (Tr ), p 199

*Tarikh 1 Firozshaki by Baram (Trd),pp 157, 198, also see p 196 for
quoting Qazs-Jalal ur rus that Suitan should treat Ulema with honour
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‘Walwalji, Maulana Siraj Uddin Sijzi and Maulana Nazmuddin
Damishq.! These Ulema came to India from foreign lands?
There is no doubt about their learning and erudition. It js
said that Balban could not dine till these celebrities were with
him on the table.?

In matters of politics Balban avoided taking counsel with
the Ulema? and thus a great reactionary force in the activities
of the state was relegated to the background if not totally
eliminated.

The third factor in determining the ideals of Kingship was
nobility which was for the first time in Turkish history organi-
sed by Titutmish. His Corps of Forty included distinguished
politicians, brave warriors, great organisers and men of talent?
who contributed greatly to the well-being of the state by their
achievements. The Turkish nobility originally had no hereditary
«claim. Every member of the Corps of Forty had received his
honour at the hands of Iltutmish.® They did not claim it on
the basis of heredity. This was because they were not the
sons of the soil and had migrated into India from outside.?

The appointment, promotion and dismissal of the nobles
depended on the will of the Sultan® particularly during Iitut-
mish’s reign. The nobles were vested with some administrative
authority and they were regarded as the pillars of the State.?
According to the medieval concepts it was through the nobles
that the glory of the Sultan was reflected. Sultan’s authority in
the Empire was enforced through the nobles.??

YTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Baraui (Tr.), pp. 157, 201 ; Refla by Ibn Batuta
(Tr.), p. 312 relates an anecdote regarding Balban's regard for Ulema,

*Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.)) Yol. 1, p. 139 ; Tarikh i-Firozshahi
by Barani (Tr.), p. 201.

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani(Tr,), pp. 155157, curiously enough
‘Balban would not let them take their meals in his presence,

*Nobility under the Sultans of Delki by S.B.P, Nigam, p. 128,

sTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 142-143,

¢ Nobility under the Sultans of Delhi by S B.P, Nigam, pp. 26-27.
Tarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 143; Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-
ws-Siraj (Tr,), pp. 22-23. For names see the list given by Minhaj on
. 29,
® 8Religion and Politics in India by KA. Nlzami, pp. 124-125.
*Nobility under the Sultans of Delhi by. S.B.P, Nigam, p. 101.
307bid., p. 21
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In the thirty yearsafter the death of Iitutmish the roval
mnstitution had undergone a sea change and presented an
unhealthy state of affairs * In order to understand the tranfor-
mation which this institution underwent durmng the post Tltut-
mish pertod we must have a brief look at the mstitution as 1t
existed before Htutmish and the changes wrought by Iltutmish
mat

After Atbak’s death the nobles controlled the destiny of the
Empire One group of nobles crowned Aram Shah on the
throne while another group invited Iitutmish from Badayun and
proclaimed him the King * 1t clearly shows the power of the
nobles at the time of Htutmish’s accession to the throne
However, as a despot and an lute monarch of
merit Iltutmish was not willing to tolerate such aunthority om
the part of nobles and to see them deciding the fortunes of the
Empire  He was able to hquidate the old nobility and create a
new subservient one

Iltutmush had, however, brought into bemg a compact and
united body of nobles and it was but natural that they should
become ambitrous and wish to acquire power3 Aslongas
Iltutmish was alive this ambrtion could not be realised This
‘become evident during the closing years of Iftutmush's reign
when he commended the nobles to consider hus proposal of
Razia succeeding him on the throne Prime Mimster Junaidi
could not swallow such a progressive suggestion and alongwith
some other nobles he submitted to the Sultan that succession
of a woman to the throne was iappropriate ¢ It was only on
the tremendous authority of Illtutmush that the nobles were
made to accept his suggestion 5

However, the outlook of these nobles changed vastly after
passing away of IMutmish® Most of them were Governors

3Tarikh { Firozshaki by Baran: (Tr ), pp 143 144

tTabgat § Nasiri by Minhaj us Siraj (Tr),p 8

*Nobiity under the Sultans of De #u by S B P Nigam, pp 2627 Some
Aspects of the Mus'um Administration by R P Trpath: pp 2832, The
Government of Sultanate by UN Day,p 47

+7abgar « Nasiri by Minhaj-us Siray (Tr ), pp 33 34

bid,p 34

*Some Aspects of Muslim A lnnnistration by R P Tnpathi, p 32
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or administrators of different areas of northern India and in the
period of thirty years they had created vested interests in their
territories.? At the inception of this institution the nobles had
no jnterest in land but with the passage of time, in thirty years,
it had become hereditary® and so had their status and position3
The nobles became king-makers and influenced the order of
succession.? They illustrated the dictum that the power of the
nobles was inversely proportional to the powers of the King
and vice-versa.

In short the nobles by the ineluctable logic of history
became the arbiters of the destiny of the royalty. From the
servants of the sovereign they became their makers and actually
shared their authority by prerogative.®

While the nobles had become enormously powerful their
quality had deteriorated. The nobles recruited by Iltutmish
were men of talent. After their death their places were filled
by their heirs because of the principle of hereditary succession
to these posts.® The order of nobility was diluted. It no
longer possessed that merit and individual ability which made it
an asset for the state.

When Balban came to power, he recognised the importance
of the order of nobles, and set his heart upon reformation and
reorganisation of nobility. He started by a survey of the order
of nobility and investigation of their claims and titles.? The
result proved to be most revealing and exposed the corruption
and weakness of the entire system. As a resuit of his investi-
gations Balban divided them into three categories.®

In the first category came the old and infirm nobles who
enjoyed positions and privileges which were inconsistent
with their capacities. Balban considered them a liability on the

1Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 167.

2Ibid,

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 141.

*Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Miohaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp. 8, 32-34, 41,
STarikh.i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 141-143,

*1bid, p. 163.

*Ibid, p. 167 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. T, p, 143
STarikh-i-Firozskahi by Barani (Ir.), p. 168.
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state and to be fair to them fixed pension for them ?

In the second category came young men? who were capable
and ambitrous yet were reluctant to work whiling away their
time 1n frivolities  They were enjoying remuneration from
state which was out of proportion to the actnal services per-
formed by them  Balban cut their emoluments, cajoled them
and made them fecl thewr responsibilities 3 He made 1t clear
that they held office at hus pleasure and that they should look
upon the king as master and not as an equal  Thetr salaries
were fixed according to thetr ability ¢

In the third category came such diverse people as widows,
mmor children or slaves of the deceased nobles who had
occupted his palace 3 These persons had least claim on their
position and Balban therefore, removed them while fixing
certain allowances for their unheep He ordered that they
should be provided food and cloth ¢

During the period of Turkish rule m India sovereignty had
to have three sanctions—spiritual military and secular
Spiritual sanction meant confirmation of the title of the sove
reign by the Caliph mulitary sanction meant possession of
military talent and secular sanchon meant obedience of the
masses These sancthions in relations to Balban's sovereignty
had to be nterpreted 1n a novel manner due to the change
circumstances and provide an interesting study

By the year 1266 when Balban ascended the throne the
Caliph of Baghdad had ccased to exist Halaku had put to
death the last of the Caliphs 1n the year 1258 A D7 Khilafat

1Balban gave them forty to fifty Tankas of allowance Tarkhs
Firosshal by Barant (Tr) p 168 see also Tarikh 1 Ferishta by Fenshta
(Tr) Vol T p 143

STarikh I Fero.shashl by Barami (Tr) p 168

bdp 168 The rvillages remained with them and from the revenue
of the willages salaries were paid to them and rest was appropnated by
the Diwan for the State

s1Ibid p 168

SIbid p 168

Iord

1Tabgat—-Nasiri by M nkof us Sira] (Tryp 54, The Government of the
Sultanateby UN Day, p 5!
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had thus become extinct and Balban could not look to it for
spiritual sanction. Balban, therefore, initiated now ideas of
Kingship—not new in the sense that they were unknown in the
history of the world or in the history of India but new in the
context of the recently established Turkish rule in India.
Balban realised the importance of having a moral and
ethical sanction for the sovereign.! Formerly this was pro-
vided by the Caliph® but in view of Cailph’s disappearence
from the scene it was now impossible. Balban, therefore,
propounded the theory that king is the shadow of God upon
this earth.3 The Caliph derived his authority from the
Prophet of Islam. He was not a successor but a representative
of the Prophet, that is, of God. When the very existence of
Caliph ceased the corollary was that imperial power may be
derived direct from God. Aand this was what Balban did. The
statement is borne out by the words contained in the advice
which Balban tended to his son Prince Muhammad* and

YPolitics in Pre-Mughal Times by Ishwar Topa, pp. 66-67.

*Tajut-Maasir by Hasan Nizami (Tt.), p. 276 ; see also The Caliphate
by Arnold, pp. 101-102.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 148, 178 Tarikh-i-Ferishta
by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 148. The Caliph was dead yet the name
continued and respect was paid to him by Balban, see The Caliphate by
Arnold, pp. 87, 207. It appears as if Balban did not have the knowledge
of the death of Caliph for he advised Bughra Khan to seek confirmation
of sovereignty by an Abbasid Caliph. ZTarikh-i.Firozshahi by Barani
(Tr.), p. 196. Tttutmish is also referred as viceregent of God, see Tabgat-
Nasari (Tr. Ravertyj, Vol. I, p. 597 "sec also Some Aspects of Muslim
Administration by R.P. Tripathi, p. 37; Religion and Politics in India
by K.A. Nizami, p. 122 and footnote.

sTarikh.i-Firozshahi by Barant (Tr.), pp. 173-180. The advice given
to Prince Muhammed can be divided in two parts; one was idealistic
based on what Balban had heard about Kingship from great scholars
during the time of Iltutmish. Sultan himself confessed, “How can we
the slaves be competent to rule in'the manner in which Umbar b. Khatab
and Umarb. Abdul Aziz ruled", Tarikh-i-Firozshahi. (Tr.) p. 173.
“The other was based on his personal political knowledge which could
be followed “if we do not requla.rly observe these rules there is sure to
be trouble and confusion in our territories”, Ibid., p. 173. Some of the
advices in the first part of Wasiyat are :

The heart of the King reflects the xg}c{ry _ot‘ God. The King shall,
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therefore, strive for the purification of us heart and his sou! and should
always be thankful to God for his blessings (pp 173 174)

If the King allows the low born base, irreligious and faithless people
to 1nterfere n Government affaics, he is not only gulty of bemng
ungrateful to God but occapies the territory of God against the orders.
of the Day of Creation {p 174)

He must follow the old King and see God's pleasurc by domng
approved and virtuous acts

The King alone 1s a real ruler who uses his God given glory, grandeur,
army, attendants and treasunes to extricate mfidelity He alone 1s a
real King whose mniends and officers admimister absolute justice and
root out oppression from his dominion

Pious religious minded, just and God feaning men alone should be
appointed as gazis officials, Amirdads, the Muhatsibs so that the law of
Shariat might be enforced through them

The Kmg should realise that people follow the religion of their rulers

Jamshed the King of Kings used to say very often that the people are
obedient and subordinate to King s orders (p 176)

‘The second part of Wasya was as (ollows

Royal digmty should be maimntamned 1n both public and prvate
(o 176)

Kingship 13 the viceregency of God  Only nobles wvirtuous, wise and
skilled people should be allowed to come near you

Under no circumstances you should allow the mean, vuigar and the
farthless people and mfidels to gather round you

Do not displease God by indulgmg m luxuries

Kingship and bravery are twins {p 177)

If a King lives 10 the same way as other people live and grants to
people what others also can bestow, the glory of sovereignty vamshes
Kingship 15 not possible wlthout these things—justice, beneficence, pamp,
army, treasuty, confidence of the people and a number of sclected men
to serve the King  Army and treasury are the two great cssentils of
Kingship (p 178)

Whenever you think of any expedition first consider its consequences.
carefully Kingship cannot stand dishonour or humiliation

Do not be negligent 1n looking after your soms, brothers, helpers,
offictals and other people

You should have an eye on the revenues and expenditure of the
Empire  Necessary expenditure should be incurred but fhere shoudld be
no extravagance for God does not like extravagant people (p 179)

Keep the army, subjects and the merchants happy and prosperous

There should be perfect peace and order n the country Things
sanctioned by the Shariat should be enforced.

Use moderation 1 haadlng the affairs of your people

Protect your par-on from wicked people See also Tartkha Ferishte
by Fenishia (Tr,), Vol I, pp 148-150
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‘Bughra Khan.?

According to Ferishta the first principle ‘'of Balban’s sove-
reignty was to “‘allow nothing to induce him to forget the
Majesty of God or the happiness of his subjects.””? If, there-
fore, Iltutmish could think of a device for the sanctification
of his legal authority in a diploma of investiture from the
-Caliph, Balban made an improvement by pronouncing that
he derived his authority directly from God. This concept
was in consonance with the age-old Indian tradition. In the
Rajput period, Gupta period, and even earlier the King was
Tegarded to be very incarnation of Lord Vishnu.® The King
{Bhupati) derived authority direct from Vishnu—the upholder
-of the Universe. Like India in the Persian Empire (Sassanid

VTarikh-i.Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 180, 190-198. Some of the

advice given to Bughra Khan is as follows :

It is not advisable for any ruler of Lakhnauti to rebel against the
-Sultan of Delhi (Ibid, p. 91). Wilayatdari (governorship) and Iqlimdari

(Kingship) are two different things. If a mugtai commits mistakes,
he is dismissed by the King ; if a King commits mistakes, it leads to
-chaos and dissension.

A King should use moderation in the levying of taxes, neither should
he tax heavily nor lightly. A Kingshould be very careful about two
things : regular payment of the salaries to his soldiers and production
-of enough grain to meet the needs of the people (p. 194).

There should be consistency and stability in royal orders (p. 194).

Special attention should be paid towards the recruitment and main-
tenances of the army.

A King should not neglect the worship of God. Five times prayers
-should be offered punctually (p. 195). Balban further advised him
«(p. (196)

“Mahmud, I have given you instructions according to the require-
ments of the time. But if giveI instructions of religious minded Kings
.and say that you should use all yourcourage and valour in the dest-
-ruction and annihilation of infidelity and shirk...to follow traditions
-of Prophet._to seek the approval of Abbasid Caliphs for your
-government and to appoint at the Capital Ulema, Mashaikh Sayyids,
scholars well versed in exegesis, traditionists .....you should commit
vourself to the protection of some holy person. Beware you should
-never attach yourself to a man of the world.”

*Tarikh.i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 141,

3Lord Vishnu is the creator of the Universe according to Hindu
mythology.
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Persia)* too the concept of the King as mearnation of God was
held  Accordingto DrK A MNizamn the “actual 1mpl cation.
of this concept was that the source of a King'’s power lay,
not with the nobles of the people, but with God only and con-
sequently lus actions could not be subject of public scrutiny

Bafban had msen from rank  He had belonged to the
Group of Forty nobles and rose to be the Sultan Thus now
he was called upon to discover a device whereby he may create
distinction  between himself and the nobulty He, therefore,
enunciated the second principle of sound of sovereignty that
a King 1s bornand a2 King1s not made® This of course,
1s a corollary of the first principle 1 the sense that only
that individyal  cquld_, become the o King whom God had so
destined 3

A King has to fuinf 2 divine mission and this s not given
to everybaody ¢ Since everyone knew the antecedents of Balban
the problem before the Sultan was how to erase that stigma of
slavery ® He declared that he was not the descendant of Ban
tribe but came from the hine of Afrasiabs, the Sassamid Kings ¢
Keeping this in view he conferred upon s grand chuldren such
names as Katkhusru, Kaimur and Kaiqubad Thus, Balban
put himself upon a pedestal higher than the nobles thereby
trymg to prove the dictum that the Kingis born and not made
Iltutmish was made the King by the nobles and the Ulema but
Balban became the King because, as he believed, he was bora
to be one

The next 1deal of Balban's view of kingship was that a King
should not be forgetful of the happiness of his subjects * How

3Tarikyi i Firozshahi by Barani (Tr) pp 150 15}

tComprehensive History of Inda Yol ¥V p 281

3Tarskhi ¢« Firozshahi by Baram (Tr) pp 173 175 and also p 195

gbd, 173175

¥Tarihha Firovshahi by Barau1(TT ), 173 175

SThe fact that he was a slave always seems to have rankled n his miad
See Tarikk I Firovshaki by Barani (Try, pp 173, 176,193,196 Suce
there 1s no reference avaitable 1t 1s d fiicult to say when Balban was mant
mutted

Tarikh 1 Firozshaki by Baram (Tr), pp 150 154

“Tarihh § Flrozshahi by Barani (Fr ), pp 178, 193, Tarikh { Ferishta by
Fenishta (Tr ), Yol 1, p 141
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was that happiness to be ensured ? Balban believed that only
that person should become the King who was imbued with the
virtues of generosity, having courage of his conviction and
being able to discriminate between what is right and what is
wrong.! Over and above the King must be just? This
aspect has been summed up by Ferishta in the following words3 :
“to make selections from men of character for the offices of
Government. So far as Balban is concerned in his behaviour
and conduct, his attitude and discipline he gave sufficient proof
of his conrage.,? He would stick to his decision whatever be
the consequences. And because he believed in the purity of
administration he was very particular in recruiting officers from
amongst men of blue blood. He was so careful about purity
of blood that the very sight of a low and mean man made his
blood boil.?

Although historically it is not quite correct to refer to
Ferishta as an authority on the reign of Balban yet we find
that he has beautifully summed up the principles and ideals of
sovereignty as conceived by that illustrious monarch. There
are four of them on which th's-historian has laid stress and his
very words may be quoted: “First to assume dignity
and exercise power at proper seasons and allow nothing to

*induce him to forget the Majesty of God or the happiness of
his subjects. Secondly, not to permit immorality and inden-
cency to be openly practised within his realm, without impos-
ing heavy fines or some other punishment. Thirdly to make
selections from men of character for the offices of Government
and not to permit men of motoriously vicious habits to find an
asylum within his realm. Fourthly, to be patient and justin
the administration of justice.”® **These are the the rules,” said
this prince, “which I have adopted for my own conduct, they
are those on which I hope my successor will also act. . . .7

1Tarikh-i-Firazshahi by Baraui (Ir.), p. 178.

2Ib'd ; Tarikh-i.Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol I, pp. 140-141.
31bid, Vol 1, p. 141.

Jbid,p.138.

sTarikk.i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 149-150.
STarikh.i-Ferishia by Ferishta (Ir.), Vol. I, p. 141.

“Ibd,
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It, however, remamns to be seen how far these principles
and 1deals were based on the realities of the situation  And in
this connection it must be borne :n mind that ever since the
death of tutmush the glory and the dignity of sovereign had
<onsiderably waned 1 The immediate successor of Iltutmish
Ruknuddin Firoz was thrown out of office hardly less than six
months after hus accession 2 Razia who made an attempt to
assert heresell and on whom have been bestowed by
historians was unable to hold her own against her rivals 1n the
political field 3 Bahram and Masud appear to be mere puppets 4
Tt 15 true that Nasiruddin Mahmud was able to remain on the
‘throne for twenty years The character sketch of this sovereign
which has been portrayed by Minhaj us Sira)® and following
Tum by other hustorians does not and cannot carry conviction
‘because 1t was not the age when monarch of smmple nature
<could hold his own against crafty and scheming people around
Tim  Nasiruddin Mahmud has been called a samtly King? and
all sorts of stories almost fables—have gathered round his
personality

When we carefully sift facts from fiction we car place
little credence on these tales while keepmg the reality of the
times in mind seem apocryphal No doubt he did possess
certamn vystues and qualities but they were by no means such as
10 infuse new vigour and vitality in the Kingsfup Perhapsit
was with Nasicuddin Mahmud and s predecessors in rmnd
that Balban 1s reported to have said that a king who could not
inspire s subject with fear did not deserve to rule? In the
medieval period fear was the basis of King's authority—fear
of the military might of the sovereign And awe so generated
tred respect ® The soft successors of Iltutmish Jacked this awe-

\Tarih ks 1 Firozshaht by Barant (Tr), p 141

Tabgat | Nasuri by Minha) us-Siray (Tr ), p 23

*Ibd, pp 33 36

ybd pp 3743

$Tabgats Nasirr by Minhay us Sira) (Tr ), pp 45 55

Tar kh § Frovshau by Baran (Tr),pp 141 142 Tarikh 1 Ferishia by
Fenshta (Tr) Vol T p 136 Tbn Batuta (Tr),p 311

17y ki | Firozshohl by Barani (Tr) pp 146, 148

bid p 146
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inspiring quality and when the mantle of sovereignty fell upon:
the shoulders of Balban he was called upon to revitalize the-
glory of the throne and to refurbish the tarnished image of the-
ruler.}

Balban declared that a King was always a King®> wherever
he was, whether before his subjects, his officers or even the-
members of his family.2 Balban tried to live and project that
ideal image of the ruler in which he believed. He behaved,.
acted, talked and walked in a manner which he considered
befitting for the king. Interesting description of Balban and.
his processions are available. More than seventy years old.
when he ascended the throne he had a long, flowing, milky
white beard and a towering personality.* As Barani putit,
shining of the sun, the glittering of the sword and the bright-
ness of his face all taken together made a spectacular show.5
Seated on the Takhat-Ravan which was carried on the shoulders.
of four persons, five hundred chosen men with drawn swords,
richly dressed preceded him proclaiming his approach and
clearing the way.6 A number of horsemen clad in glittering,
armour followed him.”

These Chaoush and Nagibs would shout loudly proclaiming.
the arrival of the procession.? The shouts of Bismillah rever-
berated in the air.? Horses (from Persia and Arabia) and:
elephants covered with gold trimmings furiher enhanced the
glamour1® The pomp and magnificence of these processions.
created a glorious image of the Sultan. The Sultan's glory
became manifest before the populace, It is related by Barani
that such was the grandeur of the Sultan’s surroundings and so
impressive was his personality that when ambassador of foreign.

\Tarikh.i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 142-144.
*Jbid, pp. 146, 176.
31bid, pp. 176-177.
4Ibid, p. 145.
EIbid, p. 144,
sibid, pp. 144-145 ; Tarikh.i-Ferislta by Ferishta (Tr.), Val. I, p. 140
164,
$Tarikh-i-Firazshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 145.

*Ibid, p. 145,
v]pid, Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 140.
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countries were led 1n hls presencc they would go into a swoon t
“The Sultan tic rel with foreign count-
ries and such contacts hclpcd 1 enrichment of the cultural life
of hus court

Balban organised his court 1n accordance with the Persian
traditions and laid great emphasis on proper protocol and eti-
quette * He exuded dignity when sitting on the throne surround-
<d by Hapbs, Salahdars, Jandars, ¢tc  Very few people were
allowed to approach him ® Most of the Maliks had to stand
before him except a few privileged ones who were allowed to
sit at the back4 On 1 the court da
special grandeur #  Embroidered carpets, nich cloths, gold and
silver vessels were laid out® and presents were exchanged bet-
ween the Sultan and Amirs Poetry and music further enlivened
‘the atmosphere  “For days after these festvals people talked
about decorations at the Court”, wrote Baram? This grand
-spectacle inspired reverence tn the minds of the masses reve-
rence born out of awe and grandeur Andthis was all “to
assume dignity"

Balban’s predecessors in the post-Iltutmish era had failed to
be assertive at the cntical moments when they should have
asserted themselves  The result was that their gnip over the
events slackened and when they woke from their slumbers to
take the matters 1n their hands they found that it was too late
Ruknuddin Firoz threw himself recklessly into the indulgence
.of vices and when the gravity of his situation glared him i the
face he tried 1n vain to wrest the power from those who had
wsurped st The same could be said about Razra, Bahram and

STarikk i Firozshahi by Barao1 (Tr), p 145

3Tar k& | Firozshaki by Barani (Tr ), pp 146 147 Barani wnting about
the decoration and arrangements of the court says that the most intelligent
people of the age used to remark that no one could do better than  the
Sultan

3Tarikh.i Firozshehi by Barani (Tr),p 145 The Sultan introduced
Persian ways of salutation in the Court (Khakbos)

*bd,p 145

$Tartkha Ferishra by Fenshita (Tr), Vol I,p 140

STarikh 1 Firozshati by Barami (T1 ), p 146

b, p 147
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Masud. Balban did not make this mistake and exercised
effective power from the beginning?

When Balban came to power he saw that the men who
wielded power had become immoral, corrupt and prey to all
the vices. The rulers before him, nobles and priests were lead-
ing 2 licentious life,> Bahram and Masud had fallen in the
clutches of Durvesh and incompetent persons.® Nobles? and
the masses followed the example of the King. Such
licence and laxity of morals could not be conducive to the
stability of the Empire. Therefore, Balban decided that he
should raise the moral tone in the life of the court. To set an
example he gave up drinking.® He was very punctilious in his
duties and was a hard task matter.” He would punish even
the smallest misdemeanour.3 He would always appear fully
attired.® He ordered his officers also to be properly dressed
with caps and socks before coming to the Court2? He never
smiled and was never flippant.?* Informal gaiety and langhter
‘became foreign to the imperial court and the court became
sombre, sober, solemn and serious.

Dispensation of impartial justice was another concern of
Balban and he considered it to be the fundamental duty of the
sovereign. Peace and tranquility of the empire depended on
this. Balban did not hesitate to inflict the most severe punish-
ment even to highest officer on the complaint of the meanest

1Tarikii-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr), p. 143.

:1bd, pp. 141-144 also see Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us.Siraj (Tr.),
©. 38,

3Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (1t.), pp. 3940, 43.

Tarikb.i-Firo=skahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 175-176.

fbid., p. 176.

STarikk-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tr.)), p. 156; Tarikhi-Feriskta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 141.

sTarikk.i-Firoxshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 147, 155-156.

sIbid., p. 157 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishia (Tr), Vol I, p. 141,

STarkkh-i-Firo=skzki by Barani (Tr), p. 147. Bzrapi recards that the
<lothes of the Sultan fitted him so well that it appeared asif they were
stitched on his body,

®Ibid., p. 147,

upd,,
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and lowest in us realm ! In matters of justice Balban would
not care for any relattonship 2 He would never be slack nor
would he care for anything when matters concerning justice
came before him 3 Balban was so stern 1 this matter that,
nobody dared to violate the law 4

Next 1n prionity was to make selection of men of character
for holding offices  Balban wanted to raise kingship to the
supreme cthical, moral and pohtical height  Such a progress.
and development depended upon the quality of the associates
who would be selected for admimstration 3 It, therefore, be
came essential to select men of character abiiny and talent for
government and admrustrative jobs® It must be repeated
that Balban believed 1n the nobility of character and punty of
blood? Why should there be so much stress on this aspect ®
A very valid reason was that sixty years had elapsed since the
establishment of Turkish rule Dunng this period the struc-
ture of the ruling class had chaaged in certamn ways In the
beginning the Turks and the Afghans had the monopoly of
government employment, but because of the fall in the number
of foreigners and also because of the process proselytization
quite a large number of Indians had also been taken in the
government employment,2 This element gradually tended to
grow 1n proportion and number with the result that a stage
came when the leaders of the Indian elements strove to seuze

3 Torkh  Firoshaki by Barani (T¢ ), pp 152, 155, Turikh { Ferishta by
Fenshta (Tr) Vol I, p 140

* Torikh ¢ Firozshahi by Baraws (Tr }, p 155

3Ibd (Tr)y p 155

< Ibd,p 152  Muntahhab.ut Tawarikk by Badaom (Tr), Vol Lp 184

* Tarikk 1 Firovshak! by Baram (Tr) pp 184 150,174,177, Tarihk!
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr), Vol T p 138, Muntakhab ut Tawar L by
PBadaon: (Tr) Vol 1, p 184

‘nnkﬁq- I-zl“mv:ﬁaﬁ![;'ay Baranl (Tt j p (44, 156, vt & Fanslie by
Fenshta (Tr) Vol I p 138

 Tarikk | Firgvshali by Baram (Tr),p 15] refers to Sultan Ntutmish
for remaving thirty three persons and not Balban as assumed by Dr RP.
Tripaths 1n Some Aspects of M ishm Administration p 34 secalso Rell-
&ion and Pohnes In India by K A, Nizam), pp 1067

¢Religion and Polities in Ind a by K A Nizami pp 320323, Compre-
hensive History of Ind a, Vo) V,pp 225226
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power from the hands of the foreigners. During the reign of
Nasiruddin Mahmud, Balban was a victim of what may be
considered aggression on the part of Indian elements.
Imaduddin Rayhan nearly deprived him of power.! This
insult he could not forget and forgive. When he became Sultan,
he settled scores with Indians converted to Islam. He drove
them from power, and replaced them by choosing men of
character® and for him only Turks were men of character and
pure blood. Balban tried to restore the monopoly of Turks
and, therefore, they alone were appointed to high government
offices.3 Balban disliked to talk to ordinary persons and
traders. howsoever rich they might be, and discouraged his
officers to recommend such persons for any post.? In the first
vear of his reign Balban ordered for an able person of high
origin to be presented before him for the post of Khawajagi of
Amroha. Accordingly Malik Alauddin Kishli Khan (Amir
Hajib) and Malik Nizamuddin Buzgala (Nayab Vakildar)
selected Kamal Mahiyar and presented him before the Sultan.®
When Balban enquired about the meaning of Mahiyar and was
told that he was the son of a Hindu slave. the Sultan lost control
over himself out of anger.% After some time he called Adil Khan
Shamsi Azmi, Timur Khan, Malikul-Umra, Fakhruddin Kotwal
and Imadul-Mulk Rawat-i-Arz for private audience. Then be
called Kishli Khan, Nizamuddin Buzgala, the Nayzb Amir
Hajib, Nayab Vakildar and Khas Hajib Isam and told them about
the presentation of low-bred person for the post of Khwajgi.?
The Suitan explained to all the officers that in future he would

3Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Miahaj-us-Siraj (Tr.). p

*Tarikh-i-Fer.shie by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p 1;8 Tarikh-i-Firozskahi
by Barani (Ir.), pp. 144, 177.

3Terikh-i-Firozshahi by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 138,

Tarikh-i-Firozshohi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 147-149, During the reign of
Balban -‘Fakhr Baoni a verv rich person was very anxious to talk to the
Sultan. But all his efforts bore no fruits. Ultimately he approached
some high officers who recommended him to Sultan, But the latter refused
to talk to him for it would undermine the royal prestige. fbiG. p. 147,
see also Farikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. pp. IJS 139,

STariki-i-Firozehaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 149.

*I6d, (Tr), p. 149. : -

*Ibd., {(Ir)), p. 150. -
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never tolerate the recommendation for such a low and mean
person because he was a descendant of the family of Afrasiyab
He warned hs officers not to recommend an Iqta or high post
such as Khwygt, Mushrifi (accounts) and Mudabbini (corres-
pondence) to a low bred person howsoever able he might be
Otherwise they would be pumshed severely! So Tong as the
Sultan was alive no person of low parentage could aspire for
a hngh post

Thus 1n the eyes of Balban, the salvation of a monarch Jay
i the fulfilment of four duties (i) to protect rehigion and
follow the 1deals of Shariat, (1) to supress immorahty and sin
(ur) to appont pious and God-fearing officers and, () to
admuster justice 2 Balban’s own statement bears witness to
the fact as to how far did he follow these duties, “All that I
can do 1s to crush the cruelties of the cruel and to see that all
persons are equal before law  The glory of the state rests upon
a rule which makes 1ts subjects Ioyal and disciplined, but does
not make the rich prosperous “or the indigent happy - a cause
of sedition and rebellion **2

Thus 1n the eyes of Balban kingshup depended upon power,
prestige and digmty of a gn® Since y was
the representation (Naibt)® of God, the King must kecp the
honour and the glory of this gift  And best way to repay this
gratitude was to discharge the kingly duties with utmost care
and to look after the welfare of the people

Balban’s concept of monarchy was ‘pragmatic and mate-
nahstic’  The Sultan was mnfluenced by both idealistic and
practical aspects ?  No doubt when Balban thought in terms of
ideal he was always conscious of his own limitations ® The

15id, (Tr), p 150

*Tarikh § Firozshahi by Baram (Tr), pp 153 155

*hd,p 155

4Some Asprets of Muslion Admimstration by R P Topathi ¢ 37, The
Government of the Sultanate by UN Day, p 42

STarikh 1 Firozshahi by Baranu (Trd, p 176

pohities in Pre Mughal Times by Ishwar Topa, p 67

1As @ Mushm Balban fiad certain ideals of Kingstup  as  ruler and
statesman he had different deals Poltics in Pre Mugha! T mesby
Ishwar Topa,pp 70 71

“Tarikh 1 Firozshahi by Baran1(Tr) pp 155,173
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ideals of Nuruddin Mubarak Gaznavi profoundly infinenced
him but he wept bitterly because he was unable to put them
into practice.r It was beyond his attzinment specially in view
of the fact that even other great Sultans were unable to ive up
to them.?

Bzlban’s advice to his sons® contains his ideals of king-
ship. Since Barani was not a contemporary of Balban it is
obvions that he did not hear it personally. It is likely that
these ideas might be Barani’'s own and put in the mouth of
Balban. The veracity of these statements is doubtful. But
no one can say that the behaviour and conduct of Balban was
not in accordance with these ideals. A review of Balban’s
speeches indicate that kingship being divine and entrusted to a
particular person “only that King performs his duty towards
his Bestower who utilises his wealth. position. strength. awe,
force. Government servaats. treasury and all for the destruc-
tion of corruption, opposition. rebellion and conspiracy. If ke
is not able to completely wipe out corruption and sin he must
endeavour to reduce it.”’* Balban further advised his son that
“You should keep in mind the dignity of sovereignty while
dealing with your own wives, children, friends and slaves...You
should always endeavour to talk and associate only with people
of high birth...pure blood, loyal . artistic in nature...conscious
of their rights...””> According to Balban the subjects “pick up
taste for such things in which they discover the monarch’s fond-

ness....”” The peculiarities of the monarch’s taste are also
created in the subject.®

*Taril.h-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Ir.), p. 155 ; see also Tarihh-i-Ferishta
by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 141.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Trt.), p. 155.

*Quated earlier in footnote,

2The Political Theory of the Delhi Sultanate by Prof. Hzabiband Dr.
Afsar S, Khan, pp. 97-101.

$The Govermment of the Sultarate by UN. Day, p. 41. See also Fourda-
tion of Muslim Rule in India by Habibullah, p. 275. Barani’s views about
Government expressed in Farawg-i-Johardari are very much similar to
those of Balban,

sTarikh-i-Firozskahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 174.

*1bd, pp. 176-177.

t1bd., p. 176.
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Balban, however, suffered from a feeling of severe made-
quactes 1n attaming these 1deals He claimed to be a descendent
of Afrasiyab yet he could not forget that he was basically a
slave unable to attamn the ideals of kingship! His excessive
emphasis on purity of blood perhaps stems from his feeling of
fenonty  Unlike him Alauddin Khalj never claimed descent
from a royal hine and never insisted on the punty of bleod
It 15 difficult to belteve that Balban said all that is attn-
buted to hum and whether he had a phiosophecal bent of mmd
at ail

e have seen that at the time of Balban’s accession chaotic
conditions prevalled 1n the empire and lawlessness was
rampant® A ruler with firm and reahstic approach to the
problems of the day was needed to stop the deteriotation
Balban was, therefore, right in following a ruthless policy of
blood and ron He was very clear about the policies which
he had to follow and which he had formulated by his own
long experience and wisdom He was a shrewd and keen
observer of human nature He knew that persons with
ambition were hable to create problems in the empire and he,
therefore made it a point to suppress all such persons3 It
seems doubtful that Balban could have encouraged and tole~
rated “people of therr rights”4 He was gmded more by
political expediency than by noble thoughts

The various essentials of kingship to which Balban referred
showed his wordly approach and practical wisdom, Army,
treasury, associates and confidence of the people were the
bastc things for kingship 1n the eyes of Balban® He believed

VTarikha Firozshahi by Baram (Tr) pp 173,176, 196, Balban con-
fessed the fact that he wasa Shamshi Slave  There are no references to
Balban’s manumission and 1t 15 difficalt to say whether he has manu-
mitted  Sce also Foundatton of Muslm Rufe in india by Hahibullah,

286
? *Tardk I Firozshaki by Barama (Tr), p 141 143

bid ,p 157

4Jbid p 177 This was an advice given by Balban to s son

“ibid, p 178
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that the army which was the mainstay of the state should
be well organised.® Royal majesty can be maintained by
ostentatious show and by inspiring fear in the mind of the
populace.?

1A King must have under his command ten Khans, each Khan must
have ten Maliks, each Malik ten Amirs, each Amir ten Sjpahsalars,
each Sipahsalar ten Sar Khails (Generals) and each Sar Khail ten
horsemen or footmen. See Tarikh-i-Firozshali by Barani (Tr.), p. 225.
This scale of the army leads to 1,000,000 which does not seem possible.
*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tt.), p. 174.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE

MMEDIATELY after his accession Balban found that
Mewaties had grown in number and had become very
bold! Residing 1n the neighbourhood of Dell, they came to
the city in the might, forced their entry 1n the houses, attacked,
plundered, and molested the people The large dense forest
which had grown around Delln made their task easy It was
difficult for people and traders to feel secure? Barami wrtes,
“the daning of the Mewaties m the neighbourhood of Delha
was carried to such an extent that the western gates of the ity
were shut at after noon prayer and no one dared to go out of
the city after that hour whether one travelled asa milgnm
or enjoy by the side of Sultani (Shamshi) tank  The Mewaties
would assult the water carriers and the girls who were fetching
water (from the tank) they would strip them and carry off
their clothes *3
Naturally, therefore, Balban considered suppression of
Mewaties to be of prime concern  the very first year of his
reiga For one year he occupied himself with clearing the
forest and pumishing the Meos¢ A large number of them

IMewaties were operating 1n Mathura Alwar and Bhartpur  Tarikh i-
Firozshaii by Bacam (Te ) v 163, Tarddht { Ferisita by Ferishta (Tr),
Vol 1 p 142, Muntakhob ut Tawarihli by Badaon: (Tr) Vol Lp 185,
Tarikh + Mubarakshah: by Yahya (Tr} p 37

3 Tarikh 1 Firozshahl by Barans (Tr) p 163, Torikh Ferishta by
Fenahta (Tr) Vol 1 p 142

¥ Turikh 1 Firozshahi by Barans (E&D) Vol TIT p 104 (Tr), p 163

¢lbd p 163 Tarikh [ Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol I p 142,
Muntakhab-ut Tawarikh by Badaom (Tt ), Vol L p 185
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were put to death.!  He built a fort at Gopalgir and established
a number of military posts around Delhi®> and posted Afghan
soldiers there. Although the Sultan lost a number of soldiers
in the campaign he was at last able to free the psople of the
scourge of the Mewaties3 At this very time the fort of Jalali*
was repaired as a security measure for this area Once more
Afghan soldiers were pasted there and land was assigned free
of tax.® Barani writes that “the den of robbers was thus con-
verted into a guard house and Mussalmans and guardians of
the way took the place of highway robkers. It remains
standing to this day.”?

Meanwhile disturbances broke out in Katehar.® Rebels
had run amok in Badayun and Amroha, plundering and
pillaging villages ® They openly challenged the power of the
governors of Badayun and Amroha. Even the governors of
neighbouring places failed to check them.1¢

Balban returned from Kampil and Patiali amidst great
Tejoicings, Barani informs that “his mind was bent upon

YTarikh-i-Firo=shahi by Barani (E&D),p. 104, “in this camraign
one hundred thousand roval army were slain’, (Tr.), pp. 163-16%;
Tarikh-i-Ferishra say that 1,060,000 Mewaties were killed (Tr.), Vol. L,
p. 142. Comprehensive History of India, Vol. V, says that in this conflict
Yak Lakhi, a slave of Sultan was killed, p. 278.

tTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 163 ; Futuh.us-Salatin by Tsami
(1r.), p- 304.

3Tarikk-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 164 ; Muniakfsb-ur-Tawarikk
by Badaoni (Tr.), Vol, I, p. 185; Ferishta says, that “the tract thus
cleared afterwards proved excellent arable Jand and became well culti-
vated,”” Tarikh-i-Ferishta (Tt.), Vol. L, p. 142.

4Jalali js situated eleven miles east of Aligarh, Fowrdation of Muskim
Rule in Indiz by A.B.M. Habibullah, p. 152, fooinote.

STarikh-i-Firozshaht by Barani (E&D) Vol. II1, p. 105, (Tr.) p. 164,
Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.) Vol. 1, p. 142.

$Tarikh-i-Firo=shohi by Barani (Tt.), p. 164.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (E&D), Vol, TII, p. 105,

*Tarikk-i-Firozskaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 165 (E&D) Vol. JIL. p. 105;
Turikk-i-Ferisfta by Ferishta (Tr)), Vol. I, p. 142 Muntanhab-w-
Tawrikh by Badaoni (Ix.}, Vol I, p. 185.

sTarikh.i-Firoskahi by Barani (E&D) Vol. IH, p.105 (Ir.). p.
165.

107hid.
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suppressing the disturbances at Katehar, so he ordered the
main body of his army (Qalb) to be prepared for service and
he spread the report that he was gomg to the hillson a hunting
excurston " He, however, marched towards Katehar where
he reached after three days and sent forward five thousand
archers*  According to Barani he “gave them orders to bura
down Katehar and destroy i, to slay every man and to spare
none but women and children, not even boys who had reached
the age of esght or mune years He remamed for some days
at Katehar and directed the slaughter The blood of the
nioters ran in streams, heaps of slam were seen near every
village and jungle and the stench of the dead reached as far as
the Ganges *'3

Rebellion had spread i Doab also? Rebels had been
committing robberies and had rendered the roads unsafe
Balban ordered that the forests around the city should be
felled and the towns and terntories of Doab be assigned to
distingished Cluefs  “Balban  directed to lay waste and
destroy the villagers of the marauders, to slay the men, to make
prisoners of the women and children, to clear away the jungle
and to suppress all lawless proceedings "'* The Amirs who
were entrusted with this task cut the forest, punished the dis-
obedient, and compelied the people of Doab to “obedience and
submission **®

Balban then pad his attention to Hindustan (Awadh)’? the
approach roads to which had become unsafe by marauding

YTarikh § Firozshahi by Rarant (Tr), p 165

$bid, p 106  Ferishta say that Sultan marched with five hundred
select cavalry, Tartkh { Ferishta (Tr ), Vol L p 142

STuribli f Firozshahi by Barani (E&Dy Vol T p 10§ Thisseems o
be an exaggeration because Balban went there to save the people and
the peasants from the rebels Sce also Tarikh: Ferishia by Fenshta
(Tr) Vol I,p 142, Munthhab us Tuwarikh by Badaom (Tr), Vol I,

18:
® ‘T:rlkhIFxrozslmhl by Baram (Tr),p 164, Tarikh 1 Ferishta by

enchta (Tr ), Vol I p 142

¥ 'T:rtk;lTI !?';mzshnht';y Barani (E&D), Vol IIT,p 105 (Tr), p 164

"bd,p 164

Ibd Tartkh i Mubarakshahl byby Yahya (Tr) p 38
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‘bands of robbers. Balban undertook to clear the road under
his personal supervision. It was a rare occasion when Balban
went out of the capital. “Balban marched out (of the city)
twice to open the road to Hindustan and proceeded to neigh-
‘bouring Kampil and Patiali. There he remained for five or six
months putting the rebels to the sword.”! The marauders were
put te death. A Iot of booty was collected from that region
which brought down the prices in Delhi®. Balban buijlt forts
at Kampil, Patiali and Bhojpur which were the strongholds of
the rebels.® Here too Afghan soldiers were posted and land
assigned to forts was made tax free.? Balban thus brought to
an end the insecurity caused by the rapacious plunder and
-despoilation of the land by the robbers.®

* The whole district was ravaged and so much plunder was
made that the royal army was enriched ..from that time unto
the end of the glorious reign no rebellion made head in
Katehar and the countries of Badayun, Amroha, Sambal and
Kanwari continued safe from the violence and tribulance of the
-people of Katehar.6

According to Yahya's accounts Balban next attacked the
Koh-payah Santur and made the chiefs of those places “food
for the sword.”? This expedition was undertaken to punish
-the hill chiefs who assisted the rebels, Thereafter the Sultan
.decided to invade the Jud mountains (the salt range),® and

YTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr1.). p. 164 (E&D) Vol. III, p. 105:
Tarikh-i-Farishia by Farishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 142, Muntakhab-ut-Tawa-
.rikh by Badaoni (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 185.

*Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 142.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (.r., p. 164.

31bid p. 1€4, Torikh-i- Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.) Vol. I, p. 142
“Tarikh-i-Mubarayshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 38.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 1€4.

31bid, p. 165.

8Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D) Vol. II, p. 105 ; (Tr.), p. 165 ;
“Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr)), Vol. I, p. 142; Muntakhab-wut-Taswarikh
*by Badaoni (Tr.), Vol,, 1, p. 185,

*Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), pp. 37-38.

t¥arikh-i-Firozshahi by Barari (E&D) Vol. III, p. 106, (Tr.}, p. 165;
“Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, pp. 142-143 ; Tarikh-i-
Mubarkshahi by Yahya (1r.), p. 38.
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marched with proper force to punish the rebels  Barani writes
that “the country was plundered and 2 large number of horses
fell into the hands of the soldiers, so that the price of a horse:
n the army came to be forty Tanakas™.!

Balban did not make efforts to expand hisempire® He
realised that the state was not yet properly consolidated and
1ts authortty weakened by the feeble successors of Itutmish
The Central government was not yet strong enough to curb
the power of the provincial governors  The Hindus were ready
to challenge the Sultan  The Mongols were constantly moving
and threatening the Empire It would not have 1  these
circumstances been  prudent to follow a pohicy of expansion-
nism

In hus heart Balban wished to emulate the glorious deeds of
Sultan Mahmud and Samar by occupyng far off ternitories but
the cir were not fa le for such a venture* He
was aware of the ever present danger of Mongo! invasion shovld
he attempt to leave the capital on an expedition? He was

Turikh § Fesozshahi by Baranj (E&D), Vol III, p 106 Fenshta says
that this country was famous for s breed of horses  Turikhi Ferishta
{Iry Vol I, p 143

*Some close friends and Matiks of Sultan such as Adi! Khan Tumur
Khan and other (old Shamshi slaves) often represented to hum that
Qutubuddin Arbek and i) h congy Jhain, Malwa, Uggamn Gujrat
and other countnies and carried off treasures from Rmisand Ranss
“ How 15 1t that with your well equipped and disciplined army you do fiot
undertake any distant campatgn and never move out of your ferntory (0
conquer other regions * Tarikh- ~Firozshaht by Baram (EED) Vol HI,
P, 102, Tarikher Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol T pp 141 142

YTartkh i-Firozshaki by Baram (E&D), Vol 1E, p 103 I this
anxety which admomishes me that Tam (he guardian and protector of
Musalman, was removed then I would not stay one day 1 my capital, but
wonld lead forth my army to capiure treasures and vatuables, elephants
and horses and wonld never allow the Rass, and Ranas to repose int quiet
at a distance *

+ “The thoughts (about conquest) which you have expressed have also-
been very active 1n my rmind, but you have not considered the horders of
Changtz Khan and the evil they have broucht upon the women and
chuldren, the flocks and herds of my fronteers  These Mughals have esta-
blished themiselves 1n Ghazar, ot Turmuz and i Mawaraun Nahr The
accursed wretches have heard of the wealth and prosperity of Hindusian
and have st their heart upon conquening and plundenng 1t Thev have
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also conscious of the fact that new conquests would bring in
their wake problems of their settlement and administrative
organisation! necessitating deployment of a large number of
loyal officers and a properly equipped army.? Were he to send
trusted officers to administer new territories the centre would be
deprived of their services. He could only trust loyal and faith-
ful servants in far flung areas, where, otherwise, in case of an
uprising he would have to send another army leading to unneces-
sary bloodshed.? ““For me to seize and occupy other countrics
would only bring harm to the kingdom.”’4 Thus Balban follow-
ed the wise, “strengthen and consolidate your kingdom for it is
wiser than to seize others that are difficult to hold and would
only weaken your own.”’5

Few and far between were the occasions when Balban left
the capital.® Fond though he was of game he never halted
outside the capital at night.,” He went out only for suppression

taken and plundered Lahore .. They watch opportunity of my departure
on a distant campaign to enter my cities and ravage the whole Doab,
They even talk about the conquest and sack of Delhi. I have devoted
all the revenues of my Kingdom to the cquipment of my army and I hold
all my forces ready and prepared to received them. I neverleave my
Kingdom nor willI go to any distance from it. In the reigns of my
patrons and predecessors there was none of this difficulty of the Mughals;
they counld lead their armies where they please, subdue the dominjons of
the Hindus and carry off gold and treasures, staying away from their
capitals a year or two.” Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&Dj Vol, I,
pp. 102.3; see also Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol I, pp.
141-142.

17arikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 160.

21bid. p. 160.

31bid, p. 160,

s1bid. p. 160.

$1bid. p. 161.

¢Amir Khusran’s remark that Balban used to conquer daily is nothing
but poetical hyperbole, Diwan-i-Wastul Hayat (Tr.), p. 284, Tsami
records that Balban attacked Chittor in the sccond ycar and Lahore in
the sixth year after his accession. Furuh-us-Salatin (Ir.}, p. 304,

*Tarikh.i-Firozshali by Barani (Tt.), p. 162.
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of rebels? and restoration of order? Al i energies Balban
directed towards conso idation and strengthening of us
Empire

Mbid p 161 (towards Kamptl and Patal) p 165 (to katehan)
o 166 (to Jud Hills) p 183 (to suppress Tughnil Beg) See afso Tar e
Mubarakshaki by Yahya (Tr} pp 3778

STarkh 1 Firozshahi by Baram (Tr} p 167  He went towards Lahore
20 restore the city which was target of Mongol mvasion.
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THE BENGAL PROBLEM

EBELLION of Tughril Beg, the Governor of Lakhnauti,.

was an important landmark in the history of Balban's-
period.l Lakhnauti has appropriately been called Bulghakpur
(the city of strife) also. It had a history of rebellion against
the central authority by its Governors ever since the time of
Muhmmad Ghori.

When Balban came to the throne Tatar Khan (son of
Arsalan Khan) was the Governor of Lakhnauti and he had sent
sixtythree elephants to Balban in the first year of this reign.®
Tatar Khan was followed by Tughril Beg Khan who was appoint—
ed Balban.3 Tughril Beg was a slave of the Sultan yet ‘‘he was
a Turk and a very active, bold, courageous and generous man.’"4
A combination of circumstances and advice from men surround-
ing him germinated the desire for independence in his mind. He
attacked Jajnagar and captured a lot of booty including ele-
phants and valuables. He was advised that neither the Suitan,
old and pre-occupied with Mongol invasion,_nor his sons anrd

1 According to Barani the rebellion took place after fifteen or sixteen
years of Balban’s accession. Tarikh-i-Firozshalhi (EAD) Vol. I, p. 112;
According to Ferishta it took place round 1279 A.D. Tarikh-i-Ferishia
(Tr.), Vol. I, p. 145; According to Isami it took place in 1270.71 A.D.
Futuh-us-Salatin (Tr.), p. 304, ed by Mahdi Husain, Vol, II, p, 292,

* Tarikh-i-Ferozshahi by Barani (E&D) Vol. II1, p. 103,

21bid, p. 112.

8 1bid.

$ Jbid, p. 113, Tarikhd-Ferista by Ferishta (Tr), Vol. T, p. 145 The
early account of Tughrils’ rebellion given by Yahya differs from Barani,.
Tarikh-i-Afubarakshahi (Tr.), pp. 38-39.
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nobes were m a position to leave the capitat?  According to
Ferishta and Yahya, Sultan Balban was 11l and his long absence
gave nse to the rumours that he was dead®  Self willed and
daring?, Tughn! was pursuaded by close associates to declare
himself an independent king This he proceeded to do by
reading Khutba 1n hus name, 1ssuing comns and assuming the
title of Mughis Uddim 4 As a gesture of defiance he refused to
send war booty to Balban  He won over the people to hus side
by distributing money amongst them

Balban was shocked by the teachery of Tughn! Khan for
the latter was Ius favounite slave  Barani writes that “mn s
anger and sorrow  he lost lus rest and appetite and became
more and more mcensed™® In order to quell the rebeliion
Balban sent Armuir Khan (known as Abtagin~—the long haired)
who was holding the fiel of Awadh? and who was assisted by
Tamar Khan Malk Tajuddin and other nobles? Amir Khan
<rossed the Sarju River® for Lakhnaut: where Tughnl Khan
vanquished him and took several sohiders from the defeated
army in his service ® When this news reached Balban * lus rage
and shame increased a hundred fold **® So enraged was Balban

sTarikh | Firovshahi by Baram {E&D) Vol IIT p 113

tTarikk | Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr ), Vol Y p 145, Tarkh 1 Mubarak
shahibv Yahya (Tr) p 38

3arikh | Firovshahi by Barami (E&D) Vol ML p 113 Tarikhs
Fertshta by Fenshta (Tr) Vol 1 p 145

Tarikk | Firozshahl by Barani (E&D) Vel TII p 113 Tarikhi
Ferishta by Fenishta (Tr) Vol I p 145 According to Yahya, Balban
was 111 and news of hus long absence created suspicton m the munds of the
people  In Lakhnaut: the two Amirs Tughril Khan and Amur Khan had
a confrontation Tughnil Khan succeeded and  assumed the royalcanopy
and adopted the title of Muizuddin®  Tarikh § Mubarakshahi (Tr) p 38

#Tarikh { Firo»shakf by Baram (E&D), Vol IIT p 113

sFutuh us Salatint by Tsami (Tr) p 304 calis um Turmatt , see also
Vol II ed by Mahd: Hossamn p 292

1Tartth I Firozshah: by Baram (E&D) Vol I, p 114, Tarikhi
Ferishia by Fenishta (Tr) Vol T p 145

Tarikk 1 Firozshok by Baram (E&D) Vol I p 114, Tarkh)
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr) Vol T p 145

$T'arikh t Firo=shaki by Barani (E€D) Vol Il p 114

Whd Vol I p 111 Tarikh I Ferishta by Fershta (Tr}, Yol T
P45
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that he ordered Amir Khan to be hung fo death—a decision
which according to some heralded the beginning of the end for
Balban.?

The second expedition which Suitan sent under Malik
Tirmati® met the same fate and numerous captured soldiers
were converted to his side with the help of money.3 ““The news
-of this second defeat overwhelmed the Sultan with shame and
anger.”* Much to the Sultan’s chagrin the third punitive ex-
pedition under Shahabuddin, the Amir of Awadh, met with
the same shameful fate.5 The Sultan then decided to take the
matters in his own hands® in the year 1210-81. The Sultan
then resorted to the subterfuge of leaving for Samana and
Sunam which were under Bughra Khan, on the pretext of hunt-
ing expedition but in reality to make necessary arrangements.?
Malik Sunj Sarjandar® was appointed the Naib of Samana and
Bughra Khan was asked to accompany the Suiltan.® The
‘Sultan instructed Prince Muhmmad of Multan to remain vigi-
lant and appointed Malik-ul-Umra Kotwal as his lieutenant at
Delhi to look after the state in his absence.1®

'Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D), Vol.IIl, p. 114; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 145 ; Futuh-us-Salatin by Tsami (Tr.),
. 304,

2Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D) Vol. I, p. 114 does not give
the name of the commander ; Tarikh-1-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I,
. 145 calls him *Tirmuny Toork’; Tarikh.i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya
(Tr.), p. 39 calis him Malik Shihabuddin the Amir of Oudh ; Tabagar-i-
Akbari by Nizammuddin (Tr. Be De), p. 108 calls him Tamar Khan
‘Shamsi ; Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 304 calls him Bahadur, see
also Futuh.us-Salatin, ed by Mahdi Husain, Vol. II, pp. 293.224. Compre-
hensive History of India, Vol. V, p. 294, also calls him Bahadur,

sTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D), Vol. T, p. 114.

ATarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani, Vol. III, p. 115,

“Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 39.

$Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D), Vol.IH, p. 115; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol.I,p.145; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by
Yahya (Tr.), p. 40 ; Futuh-us-Salatin by Tsami (Tr.), p. 304, mentions the
year 1271.72.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D), Vol.'IIl, p.115; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 146,

$Tarikh.i-Firozshaki by Barani (E&D) Vol. III, p. 113,

*1bid, p. 115.

1Jpd, p. 115; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. p. 146.
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After making adequate arrangements at the capital the
Sultan left for Lakhnaut! determined to teach Tughni Khan
the lesson of hus life*  Even the raios did not deter hm*  On
reaching Awadh he ordered “a general levy and two lakhs of
men of alf classes were enroffed 3 A number of boats were
collected and the Sultan crossed the river Saryu  The rams
hampered the movement of the army4 When Tughni heard
about the arrival of Sultan he is reported to have said “1f any
one besides the Sultan had come agamnst me, 1 would have
found him and fought it ont But as the Sultan has left his
duties at Delhy, and has come aganst me, 1n person, I cannot
withstand him ' Taking advantage of Sultan’s delay Tughrit
fled, followed by many others who were afraid of Sultan’s
anger ® Tughtl moved towards Jajnagar hoping that the Sultan
would leave Lakhnaut: but Balban stayed in Lakhnauti for a
Jong time before he went 1n pursurt of hus enemy  Hisamuddin
(maternal grandfather of Baram) was appointed Governor of
Lakhnaut1 3 Balban marched quickly and arrived at Sunar-
gaon The Rai of that place Raja Dhanu) Rai met Balban and
agreed to check the flight of Tughrd by water 4 The Sultan
was bent upon capturmg Tughril Khan

When the Sultan reached Jajeagar he discavered that
‘Tughnl had fled and he, therefore, sent Mabk Barbak Bektar

* Tarikh | Firozshaht by (E&D) Vol IIT p 115, Fatuh us Salatin by
Tsam, Ed by Mahhi Husamn, Vol I p 29

* Tardh i Firozshak: by Barani (E&D) Yol I, p 115, Tarthkhu-
Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), VolI, p 146

8 Tarlkh 1 Firozshalu by Barani (E&D) Vol IILp 115

‘Ibd p 115, Diwan § $Wasifuf Flayat by Amur Khusru (Tr) p 284

 Tartkl 1 Firozshaki by Rarant (E&D) Vol TH pp 115116

2 Tarhk 1 Firozshalt by Barant (E&DJ p 116, Torkh s Mubarakshal
by Yafiya (It} p 40, Fwhi us Safann by Gamu (Tt j,p 304, Otwar
1 Wastful Hayat by Amir Rhusru (Tr), p 284

 Tarikk t Forovshak: by Bararu (E&D) Vol I, p U6, Tarkh |-
Ferishta by Ferista (Tt ), Vol I,p 146

 Tarikh i Firozshalu by Barany (E&D), Vol II p 116, Tarikhd-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr), Vol 1, p 146, Tarikhk i Mubarakshaki by
Yahya (Tc), pp 3940, Diwan ¢ iasiful Hayat by Amir Khusro ()
p 284
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alongwith a small contingent of troops to look for Tughril.1 At
last after making numerous attempts to locate him,> Muhmmad
Sherandaz (the chief of Kol)3, his brother Malik Mukadder,
and Tughril* Kush who were searching for him ran into some
corn dealers who were returning from the camp of Tughril
Khan. They were forced to divuige information about Tughril.5
On receiving this news Malik Barbak Betkar captured Tughril
Khan® who was taken by surprise.” Tughril Kush shot him by
arrow and Mukadder cut off his head.® Sultan was immediately
given this news. Tughril’s family and servants were captured.
Much booty was collected in the form of money, horses, arms,.
slaves?, etc. Balban bestowed robes of honour and gave
rewards to the party who chased Tughrill® While he was

\Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E&D), Vol III, p. 117; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 145. TFarishta names Malik Barbak
Bektar as Malik Yar Beg Birlass.,

*Tarikh-i-Ferisita by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol' I, p. 146; Tarikh-i-
Mubaralshali by Yahva (Tr.), p. 40.

3According to Barani Malik Mukkader was the brother of Malik
Sherandaz. The latter was also the Chief of Kol, See Tarikh-i-Ferozshahi
(E & D), Vol. TIT, p. 117, Ferishta doesnot mention anything about
Malik Sherandaz. According to him Malik Mukadder was the brother
of Malik Yar Beg Birlass. The formrerwas the Chief of Kol. Tarikh-i~
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 146.

Tarikh-i-Ferozshaki by Barani(E & D), Vol.IH,p. 117; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by TFerishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 146, Calls Malik Mukadderas
Tughril Kush considering him one and same person while Barani calls.
them two different persons.

$Tarikit-i-Ferozshahi (E & D), Vol. II. p. 117 ; Tarikh-i-Ferislta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p, 145.

$Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol ITT, p. 118.

YTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. I, p. 118; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr,), Vol, p. 147,

8T arikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. I, p. 118; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr). Vol.I, p.147. According to Yahya Malik
Nektar fell upon Tughril *imprisoned him and later he flayed and sent.
body to Sultan”. Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi (Tr.), p. 40. According to Isami,
Ali killed him by his sword; Futuh-us-Salatin (Tt.), p. 304 ; Diwan-i-
Wastul Hayat by Amir Khushro (Tr.), p. 284.

$ Tar'kh-i-Ferozshahi ba Barani (E & D), Vol. p. III, p. 118.

0T @ikl -i-Ferozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol.III, p. 119; Tarikit-i-

Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 147.
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unhappy at the haste with which Tughnl was killed* he bestowed
special favour on Muhammad Sherandaz He gave the title
of Tughril Kush to the person who shot Tughrsl? Mukadder
recetved an award for severing the head of the enemy *

The Sultan ordered that the family and associates of Tughr!
Khan should also be kilied at gibbets4 Some prisoners who
belonged to Delht were taken there to be pumshed

Bughra Khan was put in charge of Lakhnauts® and be was
given the booty acquired there except for gold and elephants
which the Sultan took to Detht® The Sultan also advised his
son not to neglect his royal duties nnd mdulge in wine and parues
‘The Sultan warned im also not to think of any ewil designs
against the kingdom of Delh: 7 He gave alot of advice to his
son before leaving for Delhi 8

Balban recerved t 1 1 and p at several
places on way to Dzl ® He was giwven rousing reception n
Delli  Whole of the city was d d and all the r d

and fearned persons ~Qazis, Sayyeds, Alims—came to receive
qim 10 Sultan distnbuted largesse to the poor and gave robes

STapikh i Firozshahi by Baram (E&D), Vo) JII, p 119 Tarihhd
Ferisita by Fenshta (Tr) Vol I,p 147

fBarani speaks of Mahk Mukaddcr and Tughnl Khush astwo
<iffnrent persons while Fenishta holds that Mukaddar shot Tughn! and
he was Tughn} Khush Baramp 119, Fenshtap 147, Furuh us Sclatn
by Ysami (T ), p 304 callshim Ali  Alsosee  Futh us-Salatin, ed by
Husan Vol i1, pp 297 298

$Tarikn | Firozshahi by Baram (E & D), Vol I p 119

4Tar kh { Firozshaht by Barani (E & D), Vol I, p 119 Sultans sad
10 have not even spared a Kalandar and his followers who was a faveu
1ite of Tughnl  See also Tarikh ¢ Fersshtaby Fenshta (Tr), Vol T
pp 148, Vuntakhab ut Tawar, <k by Badzom (Tr) Vol 1,p 185

STarikh 1 Firovshaht by Baram (E & D) Vol 1L, p 120, Tarkh:t
Mubarahshahi by Yahya (Tr) p 40, Futuh us Salann by Tsamu (Ir)
p 304, Diwan Wastzl Hayat by Anur Khushru (Tr) p 234

$Tarihh i Firozshak by Barani(E & D) Vol 1II, p 120

Ubd,p 120

"od p 120

STarihk i Firozshahi by Barami (Tr), p 198, Tarkhi Frishia by
Ferishta (Tr), Vol I,p 148

wTarikk § Firozshahi by Baram {Tr)p 198

15 d,p 198 Tarikh § Ferisha by Fenishta (Tr ), Vol Ip 148
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of honour to eminent people.! Fakhruddin Kotwal was
specially honoured and given the title of Birader-i-Malik-ul-
Umra.2 Prisoners brought from Lakhnauti were then ordered
to be hanged but on the intercession of Qaz-l-Lash}\ar, they
were pardoned.?’

The conduct of punitive expeditions to subdue the rebellion
in Bengal exposed grave weaknesses of Sultan’s military organi-
sation and caused him considerable embarrassment. Three
generals who were dispatched by him to quell the uprising met
with failure which while on the one hand pointed to the strength
and courage of the rebels, on the other hand to the weakness of
the royal army—an army which was carefully nurtured and
organised by the Sultan.

It is again a matter of surprise that in spite of an army
equipped and organised with infinite care the Sultan had to
order a special recruitment at Awadh on his way to Bengal. The
only possible explanation is that probably it was difficult to
march a very big army to distant Bengal. It also betrays the
grave anxiety and concern of the Sultan and it seemed that his
confidence was shaken before, by sheer dint of effort, he brought
the expedition to a successful culmination.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.) p. 199. .
21bid, p. 199 ; Tarikl-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tt.), Vol. I, p. 148.



v

THE MONGOL PROBLFM

HE problem of the defence of the vulnerable north-western
froatier where the dauating shadow of Mongols was loom-
wng at the door steps had been of grave concern to the Sultans
of Dellr  After the death of Mtutmish the Mongol presence
on the frontier was being felt more and more and these hordes
had become overtly active 1n the Indus region
During the reign of Sultan Bahram Shah Ogata: (1227 41)
sent an army under the command of Tayir® In 1241
A D the Mongols invaded Lahore® and Malik Qaradash, the
Mugqta of Lahore, though brave and courageous failed to face
them and fled to Delht The Mongols occupied the city m
December 1241 AD? The Sultan then appomted Malik
Qutubuddin Hasan alongwith others to fight and defend the
frontier against the Mongols 4 1In 1244 45 AD ¢ the Mongols
led by Mangutas again attempted another attack and proceeded
towards Uch When Sultan Alauddin Masud assembled
tus armues and reached near the Bias river the Mongols ran

fAccordmg to Fenshta ‘This mvasion tock place under Toormoosh
reen Khan' Yarikk ¢ Ferishta (Tr}, Vol L p 115

tTabgat 1 Nasirl by Mimhag us Swray (Tr)p 39, Tarkk: Ferishta
by Fershta (Tr) Vol I p 125

$Tabgat | Nasirs by Munhay us Suray (Tt ), p 39, Tarikhi { Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr), Vol I, pp 125126, Zarekk; Mubarakshaki by Yahya
(Tr),pp 28 29

4Tabgat i Nasiri by Minha) us Siray (Tr), p 40

sQpata; died immediately after the capture of Lahore by ‘Mongols v
1247 A D Tt whs probadly due to the death of the Khan that the cam
paigns were stopped for some time

Tabquat { Nasire by Minhay us Siray (Tr) pp 42, 83 84, Tankhi
Ferishta by Fenishta (Tr ), Vol 1,p 128, Tarkh } Mubarakshi by Yahya

(Trlp 31
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away from Uch and left for Khurasan in! the beginning of
1246 A.p. Balban had played a significant role in this campaign.:

In the year 1246 A.p., after the succession of Nasiruddin
Mahmud, Balban again chased the Mongols who had come upto
Jhelum river.? According to Minhaj-us-Siraj no Mongol army
dared invade Sindh during the year 1247-1248 due to courage
and bravery of Ulugh Khan.? The visitations of Mongols did
not stop and they continued to molest the frontier.4 In 1257 A.D.
Mongols again came from Khurasan to Uch and proceeded to
Milan but Malik Kishlu Khan made a treaty with their leader
Sari Nuyeen.®

In the year 1260 A.p, Halaku sent his emissaries to Delhi8
They were given a grand reception which was specially organised
by Ulugh Khan.? Halaku was very pleased with this reception.
He expressed his goodwill towards the Sultan by announcing
to the Mongol soldiers under the leadership of Saki Nuyeen that
““if the hoof of your horse enters the dominion of Sultan Nasir-
uddin all the four legs of the horse shall be cut off.”® Thus it was
due to Ulugh Khan’s valour and tact that peace was established
on the frontier.?

At the time of coming to power Balban was well acquainted
svith all the aspects of Mongol menace.3® Mongol power was
also luckily weakening at this time.}

Balban believed in personally supervising the arrangements
and visited Rewari regularly on the pretext of hunting expedi-

1Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 42; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 128 ; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tt.),
p.31.

tTabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us- Siraj (Tr.), pp. 46, 84.

3Tabqat-i-Nasiri {Tr.), p. 85.

4Ibid, p. 49, invasion in 1250-51 AD ; p. 50, invasion in 1253-54 A.D.

5Ibid, p. 54.

8Ibid, p. 94 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 135; Tarikh-
i-Mubarkshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 36.

TTabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp. 96-97. Tarikh-i-Ferishta
by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. L, pp. 135-135.

8Tabgat-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj {Tr.), p. 98.

*Ibid.

1The Mongols used to plunder Lahore and send expedition to India
almost every year. Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 159-160.

YHalaku had also died,
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tion to keep a watch over the Mongol activittes™ and to check
the defence arrangements there 2 During the Mongol 1nvasion
of 1241 Ap Lahore had been completely devastated and 1m-
mediately after the Jud campaign the Sultan Jeft for Lahore®
and ordered for the reconstruction of fort there 4 “ | the towns
andv 1llages of Lahore which the Mongols had devastated and
lawd waste, he repeopled and app d hitects and mana-
gers 8

The Sultan put hus best officials to defend the frontier Sher
Khan, a cousin of the Sultan and a distingursed slave, was 1a
charge of the d-fence of the frontiers Baranisays that “he
repaired the forts of Bhatinda and Bhatnir and held charge of
the districts of Sannam, Lahore, Dtpalpur and other territories
exposed to the nroads of the Mongols  the terror of s name
and the greatness of lus power deterred the Mongols from as-
sailing the frontiers of Hindustan *'®

Balban wanted to concentrate all his ¢nergies towards the
defence of the frontiers? and 1t 1s for this reason that he re-
frained from undertaking any expeditions® to conquer new
territorzes

‘When some of his advisers ashed him why he did not annex
new territorses Balban )s said to have rephied that, “you have not
considered the hordes of Changiz Khan, and the evil they have
brought upon the women and children, the flocks and herds of

MTarikh § Frrozshahi by Baramy (Tr), p 162, Tarikh { Ferishta by
Fenishta (Tr) Vol I,p 141

Tartkh 1 Firozshahi by Barani(Tr), pp 162 163 Halaku observed that
Balban’s motive 1n gomng on huntine expeditions was actually to supervise
the defence of hus empire and keep the army vigilant It should not be
forgotten that Halaku had died by this time

*Tarikh { Firozshahi by Barant (E& D), Vol TIL, p 107, Tarkh{
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr), Vol I, p 143

4Tarikh ¢ Firozshad? by Barand (Tr) (E & D} Vol 1, o 107, Zaclkh-
& Mubarkshahi by Yahya (Tr) p 38

STarikii [ Firozshahi by Batam (Tr} (E & D) Vol I, p 107, Tarikk
1 Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr) p 38, Tarikh i Terishta by Fersshta (Tr »
Vol 1 p 143

STarikh i Firozshahi by Baram (E & D) Vol III, p 109

bid, pp 102 103, Tartkh + Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol T p 142

"Tarikh 1 Firozshahi by Baram (E& D) Vol I, p 103, Torikh 1-
Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr) Vol 1, p 142,
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my frontiers. . .These accursed wretches have heard of the wealth
and property of Hindustan and have set their heart upon con-
quering and plundering it. They have taken and plundered
Lahore within my territories, and no year passes that they do
not come here and phinder the village. They watch the oppor-
tunity of my departure on a distant campaign to enter my cities
and ravage the whole Doab. They even talk about the conquest
and rule of Dehli. ..I néver leave my kingdom, nor will I go to
any distance from it. In the reign of my patrons and predeces-
sors there was none of this difficulty of Mongols...”! Balban
thus kept his army in a state of preparedness as an instrument
of deferice? and not of aggression. After the death of Sher Khan®
the Sultan conferred Samana and Sannam on Tamar Khan who
also belonged to the group of forty slaves.? Sher Khan had
acquitted himself well in the defence of other territories under
his possession. ““‘He had also shown himself able to give a good
account of the Mongols™.5 Minhaj-us-Siraj has surprisingly not
given any glowing account of the achievements of Shcr Khan.®
The performance of the nobles who were appointed in his place
was, however, dismal and according to Barani “the Mongols
made head against them and these frontier countries were ex-
posed to their ravages.”?

As soon as Balban had put down his rivals he appointed his
own followers to strengthen his position on the frontiers. He
appointed his son Prince Muhmmad, the heir apparent, as the

ATarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, pp. 102-103, .

2Ibid, p. 193.

3Batban poisoned him to death. According to Barani “He did not even
come there when Sultan Balban succeeded, and so the Sultan, although
the Khan,was his cousin, caused him to be poisoned.” Tarikh-i-Firozshalit
(E & D) Vol. III, p. 109; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol.1,
p.143.

ATarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 109; Tarikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 143,
. STarikli-i-Firozshali by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, p. 109.

sTabqat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp. 78-79. According to him
Sher Khan even went to Mangu Khan. His toyalties createa doubt in the
mind of Ulugh Khan, the Naib, hence he deprived him of the frontier
posting and assigned him Kol, Bhiyan, Mahaban, Gwalior, etc. near Dethi.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. IIf, p. 109; Ti arikh-i-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. [, pp. 143-144.
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Governor of Sind and its dependent frontier districts? The
Suftan “bestowed on him the title of a2 Kaam Mk’ 2 while
gwing hum this appointment  The Prince used to visit hum an-
nuatly with lots of presents &

After some tim¢ Balban appointed his other son Bughra
Khan to Samana and made  lm 1n charge of “Samana,
Sannam and all other dependencies*** The Sultan gave him
adequate mstructions at the time of departure 8 For Balban
Samana was “an 1mportant territory and 1ts army most useful ?
Tt 1s for this reason that the Prince was asked to refer all m-
portant matters to the Sultan 8

Around this period the Mongols crossed the Beas mer?
Balban sent armies from three sides—Prince Muhammad from
Multan, Bughra Khan from Samana and Malik Barbak Bektars

*Tarikh 1 Firozshaki by Baramy (E& D), Vel 1III, p, 109, Fufuh us-
Salatin by Isami (Tr ), p 304, Tarlkh i Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr) Vol 1
P 144, Torikh { Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr) p 40

Tarikh 1 Firozshahi by Baran: (E & D), Vol III, p 110 Sec also
Futuh ys-Salatin by 1sam, Ed by Mahdi Husan, VoI 11, p 299, who says
the title of Qaan Malik was bestowed on the prince

3Tarikk-1 Firozshahi by Baram (E & D), Vol III, p 111 Once the
prince pald visit to Balban after three years because the latter had gone to
suppress the rebellion of Tughrl Khan See p 122 See also Tarikhi
Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol I, pp 144, 148, Tarikh { Mubarakshakity
Yahya (Tr ), p 40

ATarikh i Firozshaki by Baram (E& D), Vol I, p 111, Tankh{
Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr} Vol I,p 144

STarikh i Firozshah: by Baram (E & D) Vol I, p 111 Balban * com
manded him to increase the allowances to the old soldiers and to enlist
twice as many more mew men to be particularly careful 10 appomting
officers for his army so that he might be ready to repel away advances of
the Mongols All matters beyond his capacity were to be ceferred
direct to the Sultan  ° Tarikh i Ferishta by Fenshta(Tr) Vol I, pp
144 145

*Tarikk i Firozshahi (E & D) Vol 11I p 111

*Tatikh i Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol Ill, p 112 Seealso Futuh
us-Salatin by Isam: Ed by Mahd: Husamn Vol 11, pp 299 301 Isamt in
forms that two Mongo! contingents penetrated inte boundary hne of
Multan Sice the Mongols were large 1n number Indian soldiers fled
away Prince Muhammad Khan was annoyed at theie behavtour and fined
allhis chiefs Later on the word *fine’ was changed into offerings and.
presentations because of the disgrace
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“from Dethi.! The three of them managed to check the Mongols
who could not cross the Beas river.?

When Balban had to proceed to Lakhnauti to suppress
Tughril Khan he made proper arrangements for the security of
the fromtiers. As was his wont Balban pretended that he was
going to Samana and Sannam?® on hunting expedition whereas

-the real reasons for his going there was to make arrangements
for the march on Lakhnauti as well as to prepare the defence of
“his frontiers—Malik Sunj Sarjandar was appointed the Naib
and Commander of Samana.? Bughra Khan was ordered by the
*Sultan to accompany him to Lakhnauti.® Prince Muhammad
was put in over all charge of Samana and he was duoly instruct-
ed.S In fact Prince Muhammad was made responsible for the
- defence of whole of North Western Frontier.

In 1285 A.p. another Mongol invasion under Samar, “the
bravest dog of all the dogs of Changiz Khan,”? took place.
Isami’s version is different. According to him an ailing Balban

*had called the Prince from Multan.® When the Prince was about
to return to Multan he received the news of the uprising against
+him by the Sumrath tribe.? The Prince immediately went to sup-

Tarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, p. 112, Each army
had about seventeen or eighteen thousand horses. See also Tarikh-i-
. Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 150.
*Tarikh-i-Firo=shahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. HI, p. 112, See also
- Diwant Wastul Hayas by Amir Khusru (Tr.). p. 284,
3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 115.
Ibid, p. 115,
STarikh-i-Firo>shahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. II1, p. 115.
*Ibid. “He wrote to his son at Multan, directing him to be careful of
+ his country, and to give a good account of the Mongols, adding that he
had placed the forces of Samana at his disposal.”
*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, p. 122, (Tr.), p. 200;
Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 150 says “*“Teimoor Khan ... .
- of the family of Changiz Khan . . . at this time invaded Hindoostan with
s twenty thousand chosen horses to revenge the death of the Mongols who
had been slain during the former year.” Badaoni calls him Itimar. He was
. accompani=d by 30,000 men. See Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh (Tr.), Vol. 1, p.
.188.
?Futuh-us-Salatin by Ysami (Tt.), p. 304,
*Ibid, See also Futuh-us-Salatin; ed by Mahdi Hasan, Vol. II, p. 304,
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pressthem and camped at Jatral Tamar, the Mongol chef,
with his army of thirty thousand soldiers? attacked and devasta-
ted the terntories in Dipalpur and Lahore and marched towards
Multan 2 The Prince received the news rather late when the
enemy was at very close quarters Prince was adwvised by hns
officers quietly to go back to Multan and Jet the army do the
fighting The Prince declined to do so and took up arms himself”
against the Mongols * He fortsfied the place stronglyd and gave
the Mongols® a good fight although 1n the end owing to the very
large enemy force he was overwhelmed and was killed while
fighting vahantly &

He was honoured with the title of “Martyr Prince *? A large
number of soldiers were also lilled 1n the battle # Even Amir
Khusrau, the famous poet and historiin was apprehended and

YFutuh us Salatin by Isama (Tr), p 304, Fershta calls im Timoor
Khan See Tartkher Fershta (Tc), Vol 1 p 150, Tabgat ! Akbari by
Nizamuddin Ahmad calls luim Tamar , Yahya also calls him Tamar,
Tarikhi i Mubarakslah: by Yahya (Tr), p 43

3Turikh i Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr ), Vol 1,p 150

3Futuh us Salatin by Isami (Tr), p 304 See Vol If, Ed by Mabadi
Husan, pp 307 311 The Proce was killed 1n Hindjatraba place in the
vicimity of Multan The battle according to Yahya was fought n the gar
den of Nayyir on the bank of the river Lahore See Tarikh 1 Mubarakshahf
by Yahya (Yr) p 41 and 43

Tartkh 1 Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr), p 43 Yahya praises the
strategy of the Khan t Shahid

SFutuh us Salatin by Isami (Tc) p 304, DmaniWastul Hayal by
Amir Khusrau (Tr) p 285, Tarikh i Ferishtaby Fenshta (Tr), Vol 1,
pp 150-15t

SFuruh us Salatin by Tsamu (Tr) p 304, see Ed by Mahd) Hasao
Vol It, p 308, Tarikh { Mubarakshahiby Yahya (Tt),pp 46-47, Dinan-
£ Wostul Havar by Amee Khaseau (T ), p 285, Amie Kkaseau prases the
prince and condemns the Mongols  Writmg about their appearance he
writes that they had bald heads and they wore caps made of ow! feathers
They did not have any beard They had broad face and flat nose They
were extremely dirty people and used to stink, ibid, pp 284 85

*Tartkii { Firoxsfahi bv Barani (C & D}, Vol I, p 122, Turdé-i
Ferishia by Ferishta (Tr) Vol I, p 144

*Turikh I Firozshahi by Baram (E & D), Vol 111, p 122 The details of
the battle are also given by Fenishta  Tariké ¢ Ferrshig (Tr), Vol 1, pp
150-15¢ , Tartkh i Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr), pp 41-46
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could escape from incarceration with great difficulty.t

Death of the Prince, the eldest son of Balban, was a great
blow to the Sultan. Multan alongwith other territories was con-
ferred on Kai Khusrau, his grandson.? Balban' had again
appointed his blood relation to Multan.

The north-western frontier extended only up to the River
Beas during the reign of Balban. Although due to Balban’s strong
defence measures the Mongols could not advance beyond the
River Beas yet their raids continued. It is true that strong
measures were adopted for defending the frontiers yet the fact
remains that at the time of need succour could not reach the:
beleagured army. Prince Muhammad found himself in a most
unenviable situation when no relief could come for his rescue-
from the centre. The Sultan could only ensure status quo and
cannot be given any credit for finding a permanent solution to
the problem.

The frontier problem had threc consequences for Balban. He-
had to concentrate all his energies on the defence of the frontier
and consequently he was unable to expand the boundaries of his
Empire by annexing new territories. His energies were expanded
on pacifying the internal squabbles and defending the frontier.

These enterprises, naturally, led Balban to invest large sums.
of money to equip and enlarge his army. Balban is reported to
have said, “I have devoted all the revenue of my kingdom to-
equip my army and I hold all my forces ready and prepared to-
receive them (Mongols).”™8

Loss of Prince Muhammad, the eldest son, was also a great
loss for Balban personally as well as for the State in the sense
that a worthy successor to the throne was lost.

1Tyarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 122; Diwan-i-Wastul”
Hayat by Amir Khusru (Tr.), p. 285. Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.),
Vol. T, p. 151. According to Barani Amir Khusrau is said to have com--
posed an elegy on the death of the prince. But according to Yahya it was
composed by Amir Hasan. See Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi (Tr.), pp.41-42,
The former seems to be correct.

2Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, p. 123 ; Tarikh-i--
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 151 Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by~
Yahya (Tr.), p. 48.

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 160.
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One important fallott of the gcuvities of rapacious and
destructive Mongols was migration 1nto India of & Iarge number
of scholars, statesmen and princes who came to Dethy for pro-
tection® and were welcomed with open arms by Balban 2 He
gave them allowances and places of residence which were named
after thesr countries or their races 3 They adomed the Sultan's
court, added lustre to st and spread hus fame far and wide He
was the only ruler of the Mushm state who had not been subdu-
ed by the Mongols Ferishia says that “m the setinue of those
princes were some of the most slfustnious men of leamning whom
Asia at that ime produced The Court of India, tberefore, 1n
the days of Ghias Deen Balban was esteemed the most polte
and magnificent tn the world ™4

Yarlkh  Firozshaht by Batan] (Tr), pp 182143, Tobgat +-dashii by
“Minhaj us Sieaj (Te) pp 2223

VTarikh ¢ Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr), Vol Lp 139 “From Tooskistsd,
‘Msmuroo! Zehr, Khorastan lral Ajum, Azoorbalzam Iran and Rooma
who had been drlven from theit counteies by the arms of Changiz Khan
were enabled to find an honousable asylum at his court at Dehly ™

Varikh i Ferfshta by Fetishta {Tr) Yo I, p 139 Such s’ The
Afohulls Abassy, the Mohulla Sunjurry, the Mobulls Roomy, Mohulls
Sunkury"

‘Id, p 139
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ADMINISTRATION

ERY little information is available about the structure of~
administration during Balban’s reign. Whatever infor-
mation can be gleaned from the contemporary records gives
only a blurred outline and little details.

From the records it appears that Balban had divided the
central government into four main departments whose func-
tions were clearly delineated. The mention of the four depart-
ments and their functions by Bughra Khan immediately after
Balban's death shows the existence of these departments.!

The functions of the government were entrusted to four
officers who were chosen from amongst the most capable and
experienced persons available to him.2 The highest office was
that of Diwan-i-Wizarat.® The second in the hierarchy was
Diwan-i-Risalat.? He was listened to with great deal of respect
and lots of confidence was reposed in him. Next in rapnk was
Diwan-i-Arz who was entrusted with all the work relating to
the Army.5 On the lowest echelon was Diwan-i-Insha whose
function was to examine various applications, and matters of -
vilayats, Mugtas and officers to whose queries he had to send
suitable replies.® Honest, capable and compliant persons who-
were men of confidence and knew some secrets of the state,”

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 229,
Ibid, p. 229.
*Ibid.
Ibid.

«  STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 229-230.
*Ibid, p. 230.
Ibid.
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were given this post .

The Sultan did not, wisely enough, trust any one smgle
officer with all the responstbilities and powers? He did not
allow any officer any hberties with him and kept them 1n thesr
places 2 No one officer was allowed to have complete control
over the public affairs  He balanced their powers evenly and
saw to it that no one became more powerful than the other
and thus he managed to control the bickerings and jealousies
-of the officers and their resentments too 3

In accordance with these principles Balban did not allow
his wazir to become too powerful  He ensured that no wmdivi-
dual officer had both mulitiry and financial powers so that too
much power mught not be concentrated it one hand® He
centralised all the powers in his hands All the important
appotatments were made by him or by his consent® He

i an efficient, 11 system to be kept informed
-of various goings on in his Emptre ¢

In admimstrative matters Balban believed 1n moderation ™
He held the bzhef that masses, peasants, merchants and soldiers
should all bs kept satisfied and Government regulations must
be properly enforced §

Wazr

The Sultans of Delht followed to a large extent the admums-
trative patiern of the Abbuassid rulers The Abbassid belseved
an the mstitution of Wizarat,® which had assumed great impor-

Hnd, p 230

*bid

b

*In order to present hus officers from gathering too much powermn
their hands Balban assigned all important territorzes to his sons

$Tarikh + Firozshahi by Baram (Tr), pp 180, 184, 149

“Tarikh { Firozshah: by Baram (E & D) Vol III, p 10t

*Tarikli { Firozstiari By Barani (TT Jp 199

“ibid pp 194 195, Tarikh 1 Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr ), Vol 1, p 149

® Jnder the Abbassids theee were two types of Wazies—Wazir ¢ Tafwid
and Wazir 1 Tanfiz The former enjoyed unlimited powers and were capa
ble persons, the latter’s powers were hmited and he had to carry out the
orders of the Caliph It was under the latter caliphs, who were engrossed
1n pleasures that the waztrs gradually acquired unlimited power Some
Aspects of Muslim Administration by Dr R P Tupath, pp 161-162,
Orent under the Caliphs by Khuda Bakhsha,p 221, The Goveramentof
the Sultanate by UN Day, pp 67 68
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gave indep>ndence 1n financial matters to Imad ul Mulkl
Balban had divided the work of the state among his muinis—
ters who according to Bughra Khan were the four mamn pillars
of the state? Diwan -Wizarat was one among them [n
priaceple he enjoyed precedencs over all other departments $

Justice

I ] ad 1on of justice ad d without fear
or favour was the hallmark of Balban's regime From the seat of”
Justice he would care nesther for his relatives nor for his associa-
tes He treated both low and high equaliy? and even slaves and
maids were secure 1n his protection 8 The Saryandar of Balban,
Malik Bak Bak, who had the jagir of Badayun, killed one of his
attendents 1 a state of intoxication When the Sultan came to
know about 1t on his visit to Badayun be ordered that Mailk Bak.
Bak be beaten to death 1n front of the widow ® The spies who had
failed to report thts matter to the Sultan were also punished 7
Another mcident which 1s narrated 1s of Haibat Khan, the Kara
Beg of Balban who also killed a man in state of mebriation # The
Sultan had hum flogged and feft him at the mercy of the widow
He could escape with great difficulty only after giving 20,000
Tanakas ¥

Balban chastised the officers who faed to carry out ks
command *® Most severe punishment was meted out to rebels
and 11 While deciding on punish he would think

*Turikh 1 Firovshahi by Baram (Tr ), pp 203 204

bid, pp 229 230 These four pillars were Diwan 1 Wizarat, Diwan 1
Rusalat, Diwan 1 Arz and Diwan 1 Insha

¥bid p 229

Tarikh 1 Firozs! ahi by Barani (E & D) Vol HI,p 100, secalso Rehla
by Ibn Batuta (Tr) p 311 who also calls Balban a very just Sultan

STarikh § Firo shahi by Rarani(E & D) Vol Il pp 100-101

*tbd p 10f , Turikh { Ferlshea by Ferishta {Tr} Vol I,p 140

Tarikh § Firorshoks by Barans (E & D), Yol III p 101

VTariki-i Firozshahi by Baram (E& D) Vol 1II p 101 Hewas the
Governor of Awash Tarikh I Fenishta by Fenshta (Tr ) Vol I p 140

STarikh { Firozshahi (E & D) Vol HI, b 101 Tarikk  Ferlshia by
Fershra {Tr) Vo! 1 pp 140-141

M Tarikhes Firozshahi by Barani (E & D) Vol Il p 114

Wb, pp 119 122, Tartkh { Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr) Vol I p 138
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only of the welfare of the state.?

Balban laid a great deal of emphasis on the system of infor-
mers (Barids) and spread their net throughout the empire.2 This
institution was also a creation of Abbassids from whom Balban
adopted it. The informers were the eyes and ears of the Sultan.$
The system of intelligence was used extensively by all the Sultans
of Delhi but Balban developed it as a very effective tool tospy on
his officers to be able to exact obedience from them. According to
Barani, “they discharge their duties with efficiency and honesty.
He did not give them too large a field of observation.”*

The Sultan saw their reports personally and never neglected
them.5 If the Barids failed to perform their duties, they were also
punished severely.® The system was so effective that it deterred
office holders from deviating from the narrow and the strait.?

Sultan also appointed Qazis and Mufties to dispense justice.
He held them in great respect.® Balban it seems had made a

Purikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tr.), p.157. I have heard from the
narrators of the Balbani regime that in spite of his generosity and justice
and lots of pravers . . . Balban was a cruel tyrant in punishiog rebels and
opponents. He would anmhilate a whole army and city for the crime of
rebellion ... In killing and binding bold rebels, he threw aside all the
principles of religion and did whatever he considered to be beneficial for
his few days of Kingship, whether permitted by the Shariat or not. The
love of power totally overcame him when punishing rebels.” See also
Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 304 and Vol. II, ed by Mahdi Husain,
PpP. 312313, who says that an innocent man was killed alongwith other
prisoners. His mother wailed and wept in vain and she Jeft the palace
only when news of the death of Balban's son Khan Shahid came. She felt
that justice was done to her by God.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 1II, p. 101. According to
Barani he also appointed *Barids for great cities and for important and
distant towns.” '

SThe Theory of Force and Organisation of Defence in Indian Counstiti-
tional History by Nagendra Singh, pp. 11 and 149.

Tariki-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. IiI, p. 101

SIbid.

¢The spies who had been stationed to watch the fief of Badayun anfi
had made no report, were hanged over the gate of the town™. Tarikh-i~
Firozshahl (E & D) Vol. 111, p. 101,

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Baraui (E & D), Vol. IIL, p. 101. .

*Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 148. The Qazies and
Mufties and learned men proceeding in a body to petition obtained their
pardon. See Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p- 157. The Qazies of the
army received the title of Hamaran, p. 201 for Maufties.
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thorough observation of the character of his Qazis and treated
thm accordingly 1

Simnce everyone was famibar with the Balbans concept of
Justice for allno one veered from the path of justice 2 The
Sultan while discussing the sermons of Nuruddin Gaznayi sad
that wiule he found mimself incapable of following other
principles, he could follow one without difficulty and that was to
be stern 1o the matters of justice  The mflexsble justice of
Balban greatly helped 1n establtshing peace and security Ferishta
says that the Sultan “became so renowned for hus justice and
wisdom of hts ad ration that hus all was courted by
Kings of Persia and Tartary ™4

Army

The most important problem that the Sultansof Delh faced
was the matntenance of peace and order To mauntamn law
and order, to crush the ever-erupting rebelltons, and defend the
disturbed frontiers the Sultans needed a well equipped and
organsed army Army was the most effective instrument at his
command Even at the time of succession the intervention of the
army was decisive because there were no rules laid down for
suceession  Army was thus an or on which ¢ ded
the might of the state

According to Baram “in the first year after his accession, the
ripe judgement and experience of Balban was directed m the
first place to the orgamsation of his army, for the army 1s the
source and means of government3 Actuated by the desire to
make ks kingdom safe for peace Joving populace, to pumish his
foes and to stabilise hus frontier Balban concentrated on making
his army a powerful weapon 1n his hands

1831ban said “I have three Qazies, one of them does not fear me but
fears God, the other one does not fear God but fearsme the third one
neither fears me mor God ' These three Qaztes were Fakhr Nagla
Qaz1 1 Lashkar and Minha; us Sicay Sarur us Udur, pp 47 48, as quoted
by KLA Nizami in Religion and Politics, p 166 Qazi Fakhrudd n Nagil2,
see Tartkh 1 Firozshahi by Barani (Tr) p 140

Tartkk-i Firozshah! by Barani {Tr} pp 152,155

*Ibd, p 153

Itnd Vol I,p 138

STarlkh | Firozshahi by Barani (E & D) Vol UL, p 100
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Barani has written that “the cavalry and infantry, both old
and new, were placed under the command of Maliks of experi-
ence, of chiefs who held the first rank in their profession and
were brave, dignified and faithful.”’? Balban gave special attention
to cavalry.2 Horses of chosen breed (Bharchi and Tatari) were
procured by him from Multan in large number.® Best Indian
horses were brought from the Siwalik region, Samana, Bhatinda,
Bhatnir, Khokhar country, Chitwan (Jats) and Mandahran4
Balban brought horses from Jood mountains in such large
numbers that the prices of horses came down to 30-40 Tankas.5
Balban had now procured sufficient horses for his army. He was
so confident of the superiority of his cavalry that he is supposed
to have remarked that “I know well that no (Indian) ruler can
raise his hand against the army of Delhi because the armies of
the Rais and Ranas though consisting of a lac paiks (footmen)
and dhanuks (bowmen) cannot face my army. Barely six or seven
thousand horsemen of Delhi are enough to ravage and destroy
them.”6

He gave importance to elephants also in his army. According
to Balban, “one elaphant was worth five hundred horsemen.”?
He used to procure elephants from Lakhoauti and B2ngal.8 The

Yarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 100.

3]t was probably the importance given to cavalry that in the coins of
<he period horse is seen standing magnificently. See Chronicles of the
Pathan Kings of Delki by Edward Thomas, p. 79.

3Tarikh-i-Firozshghi by Barani (Tr.), p. 161. Prince Mnhammad
brought him Tatari and Baharji horses from Multan. Ibid, p.200. Even
Bughra Khan was asked by Balban to send him horses regularly, Ibid,
p. 191,

STarikh-i-Firozskahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 161.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 166; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 143,

STarikh-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 161. The army of Delhi was
known as Hashmi-Qalb (consisting of efficient horses) or Hashmij-Hazrat.
See pp. 165 and 204. Although Balban was proud of his cavalry yet while
suppressing the rebellion of Tughril Beg he had to enlist a fresh contin-
gent of troops at Awadh (Tr.), p. 184.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. I, p. 103,

Tarikh-i-Fitozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 161, (E & D) Vol. IilI, p. 103.
Ia the first year of his reign Tatar Khan (son of Arslan Khan) sent 63
elephants from Lakhnauti to Delhi. Bughra Khan was also asked to send
elephants to the capital, 1bid (Tr.), p. 191, After the suppression of Tughril

Khan's rebellion Balban gave all the spoils of Tughril to Bughra Khan
except elephants which he took to Delhi, (E & D) Vol. I11, p. 120.
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capital was full of Inrpe number of horses and elephamst
Baram writes that “the Sultan frequently observed to his associa-
1es that elephants and horses were the strength of Hindustan* #

He also had a posse of archers, five thousand of whom he
took with humsell when he went to suppress the rebellion in
Katehar * Balban had a personal army, too, consisung of 2
contingent of troops containing about one thousand cavalry of
whom he knew every individual Accordmg to Baranu, “a thous-
and horsemen belonging to the palace guards, each manof
whom wis acquawnted with Ius person accompamed hum,
besides a thousand old wnd trusty footmen and archers ' ¢ This
contingent of troops always accompanied Balban on hus hunting
expedition §

On special occasion Balban raised a special army as he did
when he went to overcome the rebelhous Tughe:) Khan and
ordered a general levy at Awadh ¢ Two hundred thousand men
from different classes were enrolled to accompany the Sultan 1n
s campaign

The bravery and courage of Afghan soldiers made parucufar
wnpression on his mind  After suppressing rebellion i Mewat
Kampil, Patialiand Bhojpur he placed these regions under
Afghan soldiers 7 Afghan garrisons were also placed i the fort
of Jalal) &

Balban was cautious 1n making recruitment to the army
especially of officers’ level. Nobles themselves recruited the
contingent of troops He issued 1nstruction from time to time
regarding the recruitment of troops Balban instructed Bughra
Khan when he was appointed Governor of Samana and Sunam
to increase the allowance of ofd soldiers and the number of
soldiers ® Balban mnstructed um to remam well wnformed about
the forces and be careful m recrutment of his officers 10 He

Yarihk § Firozshahi by Bacand (Tr ), p 161

Yartkh i Firozshahi by Baram (E & D), Vol 111, p 103
bud, p 106

‘Ibid, p 103

*Ibid

*Tarlkh i Firozshalt by Baran (E & D), Vo! 1if, p 115
b, pp 104 105

dHbid, p 105

*Turikh i Firozshahl by Baram (Tr ), p 180

¥ibud, pp. 180,195
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believed that the soldiers should be kept contented by giving
them enough emoluments. He told Bughra Khan to “consider
no expense for the army as too great and let your ariz engage
himself in maintaining the old and recruiting new troops and
keeping himself informed about every expznditure.”* Balban
appointed his own relations in important places.2

Balban laid great emphasis on personal supervision of the
army. All important matters especially appointments were looked
into by the Sultan personally.® Even his sons who were given
important posts were to send regular reports to him regarding
goings on in their domain.? Bughra Khan whom Balban consi-
dered to be least capable of hissons was given charge of Samana
and Sunam and was told clearly what exactly he had to do.
“Sultan desired him not to be hasty in business, but to consult
his officers and trusted followers on all matters of importance
concerning the army and country.”® The Sultan also placed his
informers arouad his son to kezp a watch over his activities and
“took great pains to obtain information of his doings.”®

Balban undertook an expzdition after great deal of premedita-
tion,” He directed important campaigns like the one against
Tughril Khan personally. After he had given a lot of thought to
a campaign and decided to go in for it he would instruct Diwan-
i-Wizarat and Diwan-i-Arz to keep army ready and make war
materials in the Karkhana. Not even his close associates had an
inkling of where he was going to strike. Only on the eve of
departure did he call the Khans and Maliks and disclosed to
them the plan and places of campaign.® Even Malik Bektar who
was a close confidant of the Kingcould not penetrate the

secret thoughts of Sultan.®
He did not grudge any amount of expenditure on the army

arikh-i-Firozshali by Barani (E & D), Vol. pp. 109, 111.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.) p. 195, ((E & D), Vol. 111, pp. 109,
a11.

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. III p. 111, (Tr.}, p. 184.

“Ibid, pp. 115, 122.

iIbid, p. 111.

*Ibid, p. 112.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi By Barani (Tr.), p. 166.

<Ibid, p. 166.

*Ibid, p. 167.
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and he wanted at to be well equipped for meeting all conun-
gencies

Barant has quoted Balban as saying that *“I have devoted all
the revenues of my kingdom to equtp my army, and I hold all
my forces ready and prepared * 1 Balban, 1n all probability,
used to go to Rewar: to keep his army 1n proper tnm.2 He
placed hus army under the control of brave, expenenced and
loyal Maliks® and appointed loyal and honest staff sn Diwan--
Arz, the department which looked after the army. Imdad ul-
Mulk was ncharge of DiwaniArz4 This department was
responsible for recruiting new soldiers, mantaining old soldiers
and keeping tabs on the army ¥ Records of the soldiers were
maintained in bis office® Honest and loyal? Imadul Mulk
enjoyed full confidence of Balban so much so that he made
Duwan 1 Arz independent of the control of the Wazir which gave
him full financial freedom ® Imad-ul Mulk performed us duties
with utmost care and took keen 1nterest 1n the organmsation of
these departments ® He kept the staff contended and happy '® He
1nststed that no one should take bribes and all should perform
their duties properly 1t

Qazi 1 Laskar of Balban was a religious minded and revered
person 12 Balban greatly respected his words and when the latter

Tarikh I Firozshahi by Baran: (Tr ) p 160

Ibid, p 162 Baram s that Halaku 1 d Balban
who felt happy on 1t seems to be apocryphal because Halaku was dead by
then Sece also Tarikh ! Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr) Vol I,p 141

Tarlkh { Firozshahi by Barani (E & D) Vol III,p 100

“He was a slave of Iltutmish and rose to the post of ary mamalik He
continued 10 hold this post after Iltutmush’s death and occupied the same.
after Balban’s accession Tartkh I Firozshahi by Baram (Tr), p 204

$Tarikh i Firozshahi by Barant (Te) p 195

*Ibid (B & D), Vol 111, p 107

"Ibid, (Tr ), p 204

3Ibid, p 204

STarikh | Firozshahi by Baran: (Tr) p 204 He enquired from solders.
If they had a weak horse and then he would substitute 1t witha stroo2
one Heoften gave them financial help and tried to know about therr

coblems

i 17arikh ¢ Firozshahi by Barant (Tr ), p 204 205 He used to reward his
officers personally and entertamned them at hus residence

Blbid, p 204

WTarikh § Firozshahi by Barani (Tr) p 199
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requested for the pardon of the rebels whom Balban had
brought from Lakhnauti to bs hanged, Balban acceded to his
request.! The Sultan had great respect for the Qazi of his army
too whom he gave the title of Hamran.®

Batban had raised the salary of his soldiers® and to some of
them he gav: villages in lieu of salary in cash. He, however,
discovered after some time that a large numbar of cavalarymen
were not performing their duties.* In the second or third year
of his accession when he weat on an expsdition to Lahore to
rebuild the place which had been devastated in 1241 A.D. by
Mongols he discovered to his chagrin that old Shamshi military
grantees numbering about two thousand cavalrymen who were
paid through Jand grants in Doab did not perform their duties.5
A number of them had died and numerous others had grown
too old to perform any work. Some even sent proxies and others
quietly staved at home. The successors of the deceased nobles
were enjoying the grants as hereditary.S Such irregularities were
being committed with the connivance of the clerks of the Diwan-
i-Arz Department.” Such corrupt practices were detrimental to
the efficiency of the army. He had a detailed enquiry conducted
in the affair of the Shamshi Iqtadars.® As a result of the enquiry
the Sultan divided lqtadars into three categories. In the first
category came the old and infirm whom he gave pension of forty
or fifty Tankas and resumed their villages.® Inthe second category
came those who were young and capable and to such persons he
gave allowances and assigned them work equal to this and the

1bid, p. 199. Sec also Tartkh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p.
148, “The Kazies, Mufties and learned men procreding in a body to peti-
tion, obtained their pardon.”

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani {Tr.), p. 157.

31bid, p. 204.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), p. 107, (Tt.), p. 167.

51bid.

$Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (T1.), p. 167.

"These Jqtadars used to send bribe to the office of Diwan-i-Arz and
Naib-i-Arz in the form of wine, oil, ghee, corn and birds, etc. Tarikh-i-
Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 167.

*1bid, p. 167, Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Ir.), Vol. I, p. 143,

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tt.), p. 168; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta Vol. I, p. 143.
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surplus revenue of their villages was taken by the State 2 In the
third category came the widows, slaves,etc of tha deceased
nobles from whom grants were taken away and they were given
allowances for foad and clothes 2

As was to be expected these orders created a lot of commo-
tion and a number of the old grantess approached Malik ul-
Umra, the Kotwal of Dellu They regarded the land as mam
land ® The Kotwal interceded on their behalf4 and succeeded in
having the order withdrawn 8 Balban preferred the method of
cash payment but could not do away with the assignment
system ¢

Summing up briefly we can state that Balban did not bring
about any radical reform in the 1rmy but a number of steps
which he took to equp and orgamse his army definitely made
its working efficient A great weakness of the military organi-
sation of the Delh: Sultanate was that the pawer of recrustment
and mamtenance of troops was delegated to provincral gover
nors who could explost this privilege by packing thewr armues
with thetr own men and then raise standard of rebellion against

Tarthh § Firozshahs by Barany (Tt ), p 168,

2Ibid

Tarikh i Firozshak by Barani(E& D) Vol III, p 108, Tarkhi-
Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr ), Vol I, p 143

STuarikh 3 Firozshoht by Barani (E & D), Vol 11, p 108 Barany des
cribes the Kotwal “going to the court he stood thoughtful and dejected
before the Sultan who observing his State mquired what was the matter
The hotwal rephed, ‘T have heard that the Muster Mastesas turning off
all the old men and that the officers of the exchequer ar¢ resumng the
tands which support them Thus has filled me with sorrow and fear for {
am an old man and fesble, and 1f 0ld men are 1o be rejected in the day of
Judgement and are to find oo place in heaven, what will become of me ™

s[bid, p 108 Ttis not clear whether all the grants were restored or
only of the old grantees Barant wiites *“The Sultan was moved with com
passion and sending for the revenue officers, e directed that the villages
should be confirmed to the grantees and that the orders passed respecting
them should be treated as inoperative ** According to Prof MHabnb Ullah
the ord=r only 1n respect of the aged holders was rescined Foundation of
Mouslim Rule i India,p 139 But Barao: leads to the conclusion thatalt
the Iqtadar recerved back therr villages, Tarikh ¢ Firozshakl by Baram
{Tr) p 169, see Tarikh 1 FerishtaVol 1, p 143

*He assign+d lands to Afghan soldiers m Gopalgir, Kampil, Patiah
Bhoypur and Jalah , Sce Tarihh 1 Flrozshahi by Barany (E & D), Vol th
pp104 105
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-the Central Government. The rebellion of Tughril Beg is one
-such example Clearly it happened because of Iack of effective
-control of the centre over the provincial army.}

Forts
As a part of general defence preparedness Balban paid a lot
-of attention to the building of forts. Fear of Mongol invasion
from across the border made building of forts necessary. Details
-of construction of forts by Iltutmish are not extant but we do
-get references of organisatoin of forts and appointment of
officers there.?

Sultan Balban built a large number of forts in various places

‘to ensure security and order.® After the suppression of the
rebellion of Mewaties he built a fort at Gopalgir® and also
-established a number of poets in the vicinity of the city.

He put these forts under the charge of Afghan soldjers to
whom land was assigned free of taxes.® Balban mext went to
suppress the rebellion at Kampil, Patiali and Bhojpur and
“erected in these places three strong forts in which he placed
Afghan garrisons. He set apart cuitivable lands for the garrison

:and under the protection of these forces robbery was suppres-
:sed.”"® He also repaired the fort of Jalali,’ placed it under the
Afghan soldiers and ‘“‘appropriated the land of the place to its
support.”® According to Yahya, Balban “laid the foundation of
.a fortress at Makar-Khachuri and giving it a new name returned
to the capital. After that he went out to the environs of the city

The Theory of Force and Organisation of Defence in Indian Constitu-
. tional History by Nagendra Singh, p. 154,

*Tabgas-i- Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 28.

3Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami (Tr.), p. 304, see also Ed by Mahdi Husain,
“Vol, 11, p. 291, “His Majesty built 2 ngew fortress of Jalali and Rurki.”

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani, Vol. III, p. 104 ; Futuh-us-Salatin by
‘Isami (Tr.), p. 304,

YTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. III, p. 104.

*Ibid, p. 105; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 142;
" Tarikk-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tt.), p. 38.

*The fort of Jalali is situated 11 miles east of Aligarh, see footnote in
~Foundation of Muslim Rulein India by Habibullah, p. 152, Tariki-i-
~Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 142, Futuh-us-Salatin by Isami, Ed by
¢Mahdi Husain, Vol. II, p. 291.

*Tariki-t-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 105.
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a built a fort there »t

In the second or third year of hus reign the Sultan marched
to Lohore which had to suffer at the hands of the Mongols i
1241 AD and *‘ordered the rebwilding of the Fort which the
Mangols had destroyed * For this pucpose ‘architects and
managers’ were appointed 2

The forts were assigned to trusted and capable Maltks and a
numbsr of Afghan soldiers were posted there Land, free of
taxes was assigned to the forts for their mamntenance Details
regarding appowntment of officers in the forts are, hawever, not
available 4 Rulers following Balban also realised the importance
of forts and continued Balban's tradition For example Alauddm
Khalji ordered for the repatr of old forts and construction of
new forts whenever necessary &

Revenue

Not much 1s known about the revenue administration o
the early Sultanate period Basically soldiers the Sultans knew
little about and cared linle for the details of admmstration..
As the admiasstration took shape, the Sultans followed Mushm
theory of finance 1 revenne admnsstration @

The main source of revenue of the Sultan was derived from
Khalsa and other types of Jands Apart from it Khams (war
booty), Zakat and other Abvab’s also contributed to the state
1neome

When Balban came to power he decided 10 gsve top pnouty
to reorganisation and re equipping of the army for the purposes
of the defence of the realm He needed money for this pur-

‘Tarikh 1 Mubaraks/ ahi by Yahya (Tr) p 38

*Tarikh { Firozshahi by Barani (E&D) Vol I, p 107, Tarikh i
Mubarokskatd by Yabya {Fr ) p A8

YTarikh i Firozshahi by Baram (R & D), Vol I, p 107, Tarlkh !
Ferishta by Fenishta (Tr) Vol 1,p 143

*For the management of the fort there used to bea Kotwal Qazt and
Mirdad Tabgat { Nasiri by Minhay us Siray {Raverty Tr ) Vol 1,p 620,
alsu see Tarikh § Firozashahi by Baram (Tr) p 77 for appomtment of
able Kotwals in the forts

3Tarikh § Firozshahl by Batam (Tt ),p 7/

“Some Aspects of Mushm Admunstration by Dr R P Tripatha pp 239
and appendix, pp 338 348
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pose. He is reported to have said, “I have devoted all the
revenues of my kingdom to equip my army.” He discovered
that the Sultans preceding him had distributed “tracts of land
among their own followers and officials.”2 These lands were
called Iqtas and the persons who got these were called Mugtas.3
The Iqta holders were supposed to keep a portion of their
earning from the land and give the rest to the State. The Iqta
holders tended to steal goverament’s share of the revenue by
not declaring it. Moreover after the death of Ilitutmish a number
of Iqgtas, especially in Doab, became hereditary.? After the
death of Iqta holder his widow, slaves or children continued
to enjoy the grants.> All this maladministration led to leakage
of revenue. The Sultan decided to investigate and ordered an
inquiry into the matter. He rescinded the grants from widows,
children and slaves of the old and infirm persons. He gave
them allowances. He tried to bring these lands in Khalsa but
on the intervention of Fakhruddin Kotwal made him withdraw
his order.? But the very fact of promulgation of this order
had its impact and, according to Dr. R.P. Tripathi, “the
attitude of the Sultan acted as warning to other Mugqtas and
might have prevented for the time other Iqtas from becoming
hereditary.”® Balban did not create new Iqtas and transferred
his Mugtas in quick succession.® He laid great emphasis on
proper rendering of accounts by Mugqtas from different
provinces. Prince Muhammad used to visit him annuaily
alongwith treasure and presents.’® Similarly Bughra Khan was-

Tarikk-i-Firozshaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 160,

*Some Aspects of Muslim Administration by Dr. R.P. Tripathi, p. 244.

3Ibid, p. 244. ““According to Muslim law a Muqta was not considered
the owner of the Igta but was simply allowed within defined limits the
ownership of the usufruct. Usually an Iqta was given to military men for
a number of years. . . .”" It could not legally bz hereditary . ..”

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.) p. 167.

8Ibid.

Sibid ,

Ibid., pp. 168-69 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 143,

8Some Aspects of Muslim Administration by Dr. R.P. Tripathi, p 250;
Religion and Politics in Indic by X.A. Nizami, p. 131.

°Ibid.

T arikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E and D) Vol. I1I, p. 111 (Tr.), p. 173~
see also Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 148.
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also warmed to send regular reports and presents from Lakhe
nagti ! Balban had assigned all the important provinces to his
sons 1n order to ensure loyalty and control over them ®

In order to systematisc and rationahse the Igta system Bal-
‘ban appointed an officer known as ‘Khwiya’ 3 He kept a watch
over Mugta Balban was very particular about the appointment
of Mugtas and grant of Igtas to tus officers 4 Balban used to
gather nformation about them through lis Bands$ ““These
spies were greatly feared by the nobles and offictals'¢ He
granted large areas of cultivable land for the maintemance of
army and forts 7

Among the officials of the revenue department reference 1s
found of Mushrif (incharge of income), Mutsarraf (incharge of
«correspondence) and amils (collector'® In the villages
Chaudhans and Mugaddams® had considerable 1nfluence. The
latter was like a village headman

Details regarding scale of taxes during the ttme of Balban
are not available. Tt does not seem plausible that Balban might
‘have tried to increase the taxes mamfold to earn as much
zevenue as possible 10 Balban seems to have beheved 1 modera-

YTarikh i Frrozshahi by Baram (Tr ), p 191

1After the death of prince, Muhammad Balban assigned Multan fo Kai
Khusrau, his grand son, Tarikh { Ferozshahi by Baram (Tr) p 201,
“Tarikh 1 Ferishta by Fersshta (Tr ), Vol 1 p 351

#Tartkh ¢ Firozshohfby Barami(Tr), pp 144 150 Balban condermned
‘Tis officers for recommending the name of Kamal Mahiyar to the Khwajg!
of the Igta of Amroha because his father was a Hindu slave, Some dspeces
of Muslun Admnistration by RP Tripathy, p 251, Religlon and Poluics
an India by K.A Nizamy, p 131 The details of the functions of Khwaja
-are not known

sTarikh 1 Frrozshahi by Batant {Tr ), p 150 Balban warned his officers
4o be very careful in recommending the names of persons for the post of
Khwajgi, Mushnfi and Mudabbar, ete

*Tarikh 1 Firozshaid by Baraar(Tr }, p 155

¢Tarikh 1 Firozshaht by Barani (E & D), Vol 11l,p 10!

*Tartkh ¢ Firozshahi by Barani{Tr), p 164,(E & D), Vol 11, p 105

*Tarskh i Firozshahs by Baramt {Tr), p 150 Ref of Malkiyanand
Mafruz 13 also given on p 198

The exact nature of therr duties are not clear Tarikk | Firozshah by
Baram (Tr), p 193 Baran! wres that when Suftan ceturned from
Lakhnact to Delh, officers, Rar Chaudhrss, Muqaddams came to pay bim
aespect alongwilh presenls

WSame Aspects of Muslim Admunistranion by Dr R P Tripethi, p 253
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tion as far as the recovery of Kharaj is concerned.! He
was of the opinion that “neither so much should be realjsed
as to impoverish people nor so less as to make them rich and
rebellious.”?2

He was frugal and did not b:lieve in extravagance. He
held that half of the income should be saved for the hour of
need.® Extra income from Kharaj after spending on the army
was deposited in the state treasury. He did not helieve in
wasteful expenditure.® He, therefore, kept the revenue depart-
ment under close watch.b

Another source of income for the state was the booty
acquired bv the army (Khams) which incidentally enriched the-
army also.?

As far as the method of assessment® are concerned it appears
that Balban adopted both the methods® compounding as well
as sharing. The method of measurement was started later by
Alauddin Khalji.

Iqtas

Minhaj-us-Siraj and Barani in their accounts have given
details of Iqtas granted to various officers by the Snitans of”
Delhi. There are no references of grants of new Igtas during the-
reign of Balban. Balban was not in favour of thess grants.' He

Jarikh-i-Firoszhahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 194.

’Ibid, p. 194. It is doubtful if this regulation was enforced in matter of.
realization of revenue in viilages.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 179.

4Ibid, p. 159,

5Ibid, p. 179.

*According to U.N. Day “During the reign of Balban greater super
vision of the Khalsa land was attempted by appointing Shigdar in Khalsa
1and.” Government of the Sultanate, p. 118. No such ref. is given by-
Barani.

“Tarikh-i-Firozskaki by Barani (Tr.), p. 165. All the spoils of Tughril:
were given to Bughra Khan except elephants and gold (E & D), Vol. IIL,-
p. 120 ; see also {T1.), p- 165.

8There were three methods of assessment: Batai (Sharing), Mugtai or-
Kankut (estimation) and measurement. The Government of the Sultanate-
by U.N. Day, pp. 115, 117.

*Ibid, p. 118.

W7arikh-i-Firazshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, pp. 107-108.
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made an attempt to abolish the system of land geantst but had
torevise his orders due to the tervention of Fakhruddin
Kotwal of Deltu and Iqta grants continued in some form or the
other

Currency

With the estabhishment of Dethi Sultanate a new currency was
not smmediately mtroduced The exssting currency (of mixed
metal) was adopted with some modifi 2 Far the first time
HNtutrrush had sssued pure silver cotns known as Tanka And.
‘Tanka became the stadard monetary umt of the Sultans Iltutmush
also 1ssued Iitals and Adls-coins of lower denomination 2

When Balban ascended the throne he mtroduced some impor-
tant changes 1 the currency For the first time he inscribed the
name of the sovereign? on the comns. It 15 from his time onwards
that we come across muxed metal pieces which had bilingual
wscription on them They were of the value between the old
currency (Delluwala) and Jital ® Balban seems to have establish-
ed some mints also Thus,® certain improvement wete intro-
duced 1n the currency during the reign of Balban

After the death of tutmish there was tremendous accretion.
1 the power of the nobles and they became a force to rechon

1Balban advised Bughra Khan * to promote the ndustrious and faith
ful officals and to give them grants of lands™ Tarikh I Firozshalu by
Barani (E & D), Vol 111, p 1!l Also see (Tr ), p 170 for grants of Igtas,
(E& D) Vol Hl,p 109

Foundation of Mustim Rule wn India by Habib Ullah, p 235 The
mixed metal coir was known as Dehliwala It was later on replaced by
Intal

3The Sultanate pf-P'{ i, therr Coinage and Metrology by HN Wrght,
pp 71-73 Co [werc known as Adls, existing pieces were known
as Jital <

JASB, Sl Lp &4

“The Sultard J Dells their Colnoge and Mesrologyby HN Wright,
pp 80 81

JASB,1904,p 66,1910 No I,p 566 A copper con of Balban was-
munted at Khatta Sultanpur
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with in the affairs of the state.1 The power of the nobles grew at
‘the cost of weaklings who sat on the throne of Delhi and who
were immersed in their own pleasures unable to govern with a
firm hand.?

1 ing to Barani, ‘‘in possessions and display in grandeur and
dign";;f‘:;i;ngie; with each other, and in their proud vaunts and boasts
everyone exclaimed to the others, ‘what art thou that I‘am not, an:i what
wilt thou be that I shall not be 7" ** Tarikh-i-Firozshahi (E & D), Vel. HI,
p. 99 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 138,

2 arikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. I1I, p. 98,
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NOBILITY

BALBAN rose from the rank of a slave to the dizzying heights

of the Sultan From the band of Turk slaves known as The
Forty! he had gradually risen to be a Malik, a Khan, and then
the King 2 He had accumulated vast experience and had become
well conversant with the affairs of the state He had learnt from
expenence that an assertive nobihty was antithetical to an effec-
tive ruler The wings of the nobles must be clipped 1n order to
remove the fetters on the powers of the ruler. This was what
Balban believed and this was what he proceeded to put into
practice

Balban had autocritre tendencres and could breok no
opposition to his ambitions and hence the power of the nobles
had to be limited ¥ Balban had no desire to depend on nobles
or exercise hus power vicariously He was not at all enamoured
of the dea of being the first among the cquals He wanted
to bz the supreme authonty # He did not allow his Amirs or
Generals to become powerful and discouraged such actvities

Tarikh ! Firozshaht by Baram (E& D), Vol I p 97 Tarikh ¢
Mubarak shahi by Yahya (Tr ), p 32, Muntakhab ut Tawarikh by Badaont
{Tr), Vol Lp 184, Tarikh-I Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr) Vol I pp 137-
38

Tarith | Frozshaht by Barani (E & D), Vol I, p 99
3Some Aspects of Mushm Administration by R P Tripathi pp 34 35
$Nobiluy under the Sultans of Dethi by S BP Nigaar,p 43
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which made them influential.! He was ruthless in the execution
-of his ambition and Killed a number of Shamshi Amirs and
Khbans who he thought aspired for the throne.2 He throttled their
<fforts to assume independence and murdered them by secretly
mixing poison in their drinks.? He poisoned his cousin Sher
Khan.® Extreme punishment was reserved for those nobles who
were found guilty of injustice.5

He also instituted an inguiry in the matter of land grant to
the nobles.® The old and the infirm were pensioned off and the
widows, children, and the slaves who had assumed hereditary
tights on the lands of dead nobles werc dispossessed and given
allowances. Others were treated with severity and although
their grants were spared they were deprived of all the surplus
Tevenues.? ‘

Balban did all in his power to emasculate the Turkish Amirs.
A network of barids (informers) was established thoroughout
the Empire to spy on the nobles.®. “These spies”, says Barani,
“‘were greatly feared by the nobles and officials.”® As is to be
expected he gained influence at the cust of the nobles. No doubt
his undue harshness considerably weakened the inherent power
of this class.}9

Balban had in his Empire some Maliks who had earned well-
deserved fame and were great assets to the empire.}? Malik
Alauddin Kishli Khan was one amongst them.!2 He was weli-

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 203. See how Balban felt
annoyed at the generosity of Kisht Xhan who was his nephew. He how-
-gver, appreciated it in case of Mahk Sarjandar—the slave Mabk, Ibd, p.
206.

*Tartkh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 157.

31bid.

Ibid, p. 169.

SThe case of Malik Bak Bak may be cited who was flogged to death by
Balban. Tarikh-i-Firozshahi (Tr.), p. 152.

$Tarikh-i-Firozshohi by Barani (E & D), Vol. I, p. 107; Tarikh-i-
Ferishia by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 143.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 108.

fIbid, p. 101.

*Ibid.

®Comprehensive History of India, Vol. V, p. 286. Nobility under the
Sultans of Delhi by S.B.P. Nigam, pp. 42-43.

WTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tt.), p. 202,

21bid, p. 202. He was the cousin of Balban;
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known for his generosity anl charity! and wasgood at hunting,
archery and bail playing.? Barani has recorded that Halaku had
heard so much about him that he sent him a dagger as token of
appreciation.® Sultan Balban was jealous of the fame of the
Malik.4 He was appointed to the post of Amir Hajib &

Imadul Mulk was another famous Malik and was appointed
by Balban to the post of Arz-i-Mamalik ¢ He was very close to
Suitan and the fatter held him in greatesteem.” The Sultan gave
him full control in the matters of appointment in the Diwan-i-
Arz Department.? Imad ul-Mulk performed his duties with great
care and responability.? He was gensrous by nature and hence
quite popular.1?

Malik-ul-Umra, Fskhruddin Kotwal also acquitted himself
with distinction in the service of the Suitan. He was also famous
for his charity.!! Balban reposed immense faith and trust sa him.

*Tartkh-i-Firozshahi by Barans (Tr.), pp. 203-204. Sometimes be used
to give all hus belongings in charity and had nothing left except the clothes
he was wearmg

Tartkh i-Firozshahi by Baram (Tr.), p. 203, It should be noted that
Halaku was dead by this time.

*ibid , p. 203,

*While Balban was yealous of hum and did not appreciate his genero-
sity, he felt quite pleased for the same qualities 1n case of Malik Amir Al
Sarjandar bscause he was a slave noble, Sec Religlon and Politics in India,
p. 133,

$Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Baram (Tr.), p 203,

‘Ibd., p 204,

TIbid , p 204,

‘Ibid , p 204.

*Ibd , pp 204-205

7urtkh-1 Firozshahi by Barant (Tr.), p. 205, Imad-ul-Mulk used to
feed his staff (of Diwan-1-Arz) at his residence. Special food was given to
some members and the left-over was distributed amongst the poor. He
gave a number of villages in waqf tor charity.

Tmad wl-Mulk was famaqus for eating bet¢] Whenever he ate betel 1t
was offered to everybody around him. )

1He gave endownments (o 12,000 Quran readers who read it conti-

nuously throughout the day
The Kotwal used to change his clothes and bedding everyday These

were distributed 3n charity and also given 1n dowry to poot gitls. Every
year he used to give dowry for the marniage of 1,000 poor girls If some-
body brought a copy of Quran he would always purchase it and give it
0 012 w1 was keen to read it Turikhei-Firozshahi by Basani (Tr.), PP

205-6
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When he left for Lakhnauti to suppress Tughril Khan's rebellion
te gave the charge of Dethi to Fakhruddin.l The Sultan was so
pleased by the efficient manner in which he ran the affairs of
Delhi that he gave the latter a robe of honour. He addressed
him as Birader-i-Malik-ui-Umra.2 This created resentment and
jealousy among other nobles.® It was this regard which Sultan
fiad for the Kotwal that people approached him to recommend
their cases to Sultan.}

Amir Ali Sarjandar also occupied pride of place in Balban’s
Court.5 He was known as Hatim Khan and Shah of his time
because of his charitable disposition.? Amir Khusru, the famous
poet, was in his service and wrote a poem praising him.?

Some Amirs of the time of Iltutmish also survived during
the reign of Balban and added lustre to his court.® Amirs of
this period vied with each otherin the matters of charity.?
Excessive generosity of the Amirs made them live beyond their
means.10 They held Javish social gatherings at their houses and
constantly competed with each other for charityand alms giving.
Things had reached such a pass that the officers of the Amirs
used to take loan on interest from the Multani merchants of

1Ibid., p. 184.

*Ibid.., pp. 198-199.

*Ibid., p. 199.

$Tarikh-j-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr), pp. 168-169.

5Ibid., p. 206.

*1bid, pp. 206-7. He used to distribute in charity thousands—never less
than hundreds. He would never give a horse or clothes to anyone without
a bag of silver Tonkas. The word “Jital’ was never uttered by him. The
Sultan heard stories about his charity and was very pleased by it. He
increased his Iqta and grants, Itis recorded that once the Sultan told
him that it was better to give charity when one was not intoxicated.
Accordingly the Khan gave up drinking and increased the amount of
charity. Ibid, p. 207.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 206.

’Ibid., p. 207.

*Ibid, p.207. If one Khan | gave dioner to 500 persons the o\her would
feel ashamed and would try to arrange for the dinner of 1000 persons. 1f
one Malik spent 200 Tankas the other would feel ashamed till he had spent
400 Tankas. If one Khan has given 50 horses in charity and distributed
clothes to 200 persons the other would feel enkus nll he had arranged
for 100 horses and 500 clathes for charity.

1°fbid, p. 207.
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Delhiin order to be able to arrange these entertanments That
18 how the Multan: merchants became so rich 3

Officers ond Maliks of Balbon®

Sadr-1 Jahan Fakhruddin Nakela—Qaz
Khwaya Husan Basar—Wazir

Imad ul Muik Rawat 1 Arz

Malik Alauddin Kishli Khan—Barbak
Malik Nizamuddin Buzgala—Vakil 1 dar
Adil Khan Shams

Timur Khan Shamst

Malik Ikhtiyar Uddimn Bektars Sultan1 Barbak
Amin Khan Astigeen Muyedraz

Malk Amur Alt Sarjandar

Haibat Khan Akhurbak Maisara

Mahk Buta, Sarjandar

Malik Muhammad Sardar

Malik Targ: Sarstlahdar Masara

Malik Ikhtiyaruddin Katmirant

Malik Tashmand Akhurbak Masara
Umdtul Mulk Khwaja Aladbir

Malik Kiwamuddin Ilagadabir

Malik Saunj Sar Jandar

Malik Abay Akhurbhe Maimna

Mahk Targ: Sarsilahdar Maimna

Mahk Mugaddir Tughnl Kush

Malik Shihabuddin Khaljt

Amir Jamalnayab Dadbak

Malk Nastruddin Kuchi Dadbak’s son
Malik Tajuddin

Mahk Naslruddin Dana Shahnak Peel Maimna
Malik Ayuddin Shahnak Peel Maisara
Khwaja Sharfuddin Rashdi Mustaufi
Khwaja Khattruddin Naytb Wazir
Malik Alauddin Shanak

Malik Fakhruddin N 1yab Wazir Aitman Surkha

Tarikh I Firozsugul by Baram (Tr ) p 207
Hbid, p 140
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Malik Nasiruddin Barki
Malik Ikhtayaruddin
Mailk Jamaluddin Aitigin Barid-i-Mamalik

The sons and grandsons of the Sultan are also included in
this list.1 It seems that they were also treated as courtiers.®

bid., p. 140. Prince Muhammuad, Bughra Kban, Kaikhusrau and

Kaikubad are mentioned in this list.
*The sons of Iltutmish are included in such list. See Tabgut-i-Nasiri by

Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), p. 29.
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EDUCATION AND LEARNING

BALBAN had great respect for men of learping Distinguished.
scholars and artistes graced his court * The Mongols forced
a large number of scholars and men of letters to desert other
Mushim states and take shelter at Balban's court 2 The Sultan’s
example was followed by nobles and people
Balban was very keen to mmpart the best education to his
sons ® He arranged for them instructions in language, grammar,
etc,* and employed the best teachers for this purpose 5 The
books which Sultan Htutmish had procured from Baghdad for
lus sons were also obtained by Balban for hus sons 8
His gave practical advice to his sons? based on his observa
tion and experzence He knew that his son Bughra Khan did
not match his other brothers in witand intelligence and was

3Tarikh ¢ Firozshaht by Baram (Tr) p 201 Sayyed Muntakbabuddin,
Sayyd Jataluddin, Sayyid Aziz and Sayyid Muipuddin of Samana Sayyids
of Kasthal of Janpr of Bayana and Badayun and others  See also Tarikh ¢
Ferishta (Tr ), Vol 1, pp 139, 152

*Tarikh | Firozshakt by Baram (Tr), p 201, Tarikh i Ferishta by
Fenishta (Trj Vol I,p 139

3Bughra Khan related to Kaiqubad the manner in which they were
gven education by hus grandfather, Tarikh 1 Firozshahi by Baranms (Tt o
p 224

‘Ibid, pp 224 225

STarikh-i Firozshah! by Barani (Tr ), p 224-225

4nd, p 225 The books were Abab-us Salatin and Masir us-Salatin

Tarikh-1 Firovshaht by Barani(TrV, pp 173 180 190 198, Tarikh i~
Fereshea by Fenishta(Tr ), Vol 1, pp 145 150
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-pleasure-loving. He gave him special instructions.!

Prince Muhammad, the eldest son of the Sultan, was a very
:able, learned, cultured and honest man.? Sultan loved him
-exceedingly,® named him heir-apparent, appointed him the
governor of Sindh and gave him the title of Qaan-i-Malik. He
-showed: great promise and had political dexterity and penchant
for administration.? He also surrounded himself with artistes
and talented persons.® It was an atmosphere congenial to intel-
“ectual intercourse and poems from Shahnama, Diwan-i-Sunai
and Diwan-i-Khakani were recited.® Intellectnal discussions took
place among scholars.?

Thz famous poets Amir Khusru and Amir Hasan were in his
service when the Prince was posted in Multan and received many
rewards from him.® The Prince appreciated the great poetic
muse and honoured the poets.®

The Prince was well behaved, possessed poise, and was mode-
tate in everything he did. Neither would be drink too much
nor utter any indecent word.1¢ He respected spiritual men like
‘Shaikh Usman for whom he built a Khankah.!! He invited
Shaikh Saadi twice from Sheeraj who because of his inability to
come sent his Ghazals.2®2 He organised Sama in his assemblies.?3
“The Prince “evinced great taste in literature and made a choice
«collection of poetry .. .”H

All this resulted in the flowering of culture and animated

YTarik hi-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 190-191.

bid, p. 170 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 144.

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 170.

4Ibid.

Sbid.

*Ibid., p. 179-171.

*Ibid., p. 171.

tTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 171: Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
"Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 144; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 40.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshalii by Barani (Tr.), p. 171,

]bid, p. 171. Balban gave up drinking after his accession (p. 156) btu
this sons continued to drink, pp. 188-185.

B Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani {Tr.), p. 171.

BIbid., p. 172

Bibid.

HTarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. T, p. 144.
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ntellectualism 1n the court of the Prince and mdeed 1n the
empire

Men of Letters

A numb-r of philosophers, men of learning and fabibs
(physician) flourished under the kingship of Balban Maulana
Badruddin D: hgy, a hughly pious and knowled:
able person was unnvalled in the field of medicine 1 Maulana
Hamiduddin Mutriz2 and Maulana Husamuddin Mangala® were
also renowned physicians Maulana Hamiddin Mutniz was also-
a dutinguished astrologer 4

Famous saints like Sharkhur Shukhul Atam Fanduddin Masud
a great sufi smint, Shaikh Saduruddin, Sharkh Qutubuddin,
Sharkh Badruddin Gaznavi, Shaikh Mahk Yaa Parra, Devy
Sam?® flourished and recesved his patronage

Singers and Qawals who sang extremely well were also a part:
of his court

Military glory of the empire was thus matched by the glory
of the court which had Jumunanes of distinction 1n every branch
of learning ¢

Religion

Ralban was a dezply religious man who said s five compul~
sory prayers as well as five recommended prayers? and did not
muss his prayers even 1f he went out 3 His son, Bughra Khan,.
praised him that no saint or scholar could offer so many prayers

YTarikh { Firozshahi by Baram (Tr) p 202

bid

by

Stid

fIbid

‘loid pp 146-198

Tarikh i Firozshahi by Barani (Tr) pp 156 and 231 Bafban used to-
enjoy the various namaj—fshraq, Chasht Awwabin, Tahajjud He was the
only Sultan who offered special prayers dusing Shab 1 Qadas falling dunng
Ramzan, Fawaid ul Fuad, pp 231 232, Religion and Politics In India by
K A Nizamy, p 298

$Tarikh { Firozshahi by Baram (Tr) p 156
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as he did.! Balban was insistent that his ‘sons too should offer
their prayers regularly and would become very angry if they
defaulted.? "

He liked to narrate to his sons the saying of Hadis that
“‘offering prayers in congregation is my practice, whoever gives
it up is a hyporcrite.”3 He said some litanies (aurad) daily,* kept
vigils,® and fasted during Ramzan.® He led a life sanctioned by
religion and morality. Before he ascended the throne he drank
liberally and lived a profligate life but after becoming the Sultan
he gave up all the vices.” He did not do anything which Shara
forbade.® [t was only in political matters that he did not bother
about the dictates of Shara and did whatever was expedient.®

Balban had great reverence for the Ulema and honoured Qazi
Sharafuddin, Maulana Siajuddin Sijzi, and Maulana Najmuddin
Damishqi.l® After the Friday namaz he visited Maulana Burha
nuddin Balkhi regularly.}! He had a lot of faith in Baba Farid
also.}? He had immense regard for Shaikh Farid Uddin Gani-i-

1Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 231; Shaikh Nizamuddin
Auliya also praised the religious learning and observance of regularity in
prayers by Balban Fawaid-ul-Fuad, pp. 231-232 as quoted by K.A. Nizami
in Religion and Politics tn India, p. 120,

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 195 and 231. Not only his sons-
but anybody who failed to perform his prayers was not liked by Balban ;
Ibid, p. 231,

3Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 195.

*Ibid, p. 156.

*Ibid, p. 156. He would perform prayers throughout the night during
the month of Haji.

Ibid, pp. 156, 157, 231. Religious festivals like Sab Barat were cele:
brated during the reign of Balban with great enthusiasm. Young boys,.
used to fiood lit the city on this night. Religion and Politics in India by
K.A. Nizami, p. 297.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 156; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 141.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 156.

*Ibid, p. 157.

*bid.

11bid.

2Siyar-ul-Auliya, p. 72, quoted by K.A. Nizami in Religion and Politics:
in India p. 243. [he saint had to accept some coins sent by Balban but he
immediately distributed them, Ibid., p. 245.
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Shakhar (Ajcdhan) Shaikh Al Chistil and other scholars and
samnts ¢ He liked to be surrounded on his dinner table by Qazis
and other theologans® and wisited them ¢ He took great
interest in sermons (tazhir) and often went to listen to these 8
He was occasionally so moved tn such gatherings that he would
cry bitterly ® On learning about the death of a samt or scholar
he would attend the funera!l offer prayers and help the family
members financialy 7 He gave respect to the Qazies of the army
gave them the title of Himran and “accepted theie recommen
datons **

Chariry

Balban belicved 1n chanty even asa Khan and spent large
sums of money on distributing largesse In his youth he enjoyed
gambling yet whateser he earned in this he gave as aims ® He
often gave horses, costly clothes and other things as presents to
saints and other associates 19 He supported the famuly of religi
ous men who had died 3 He gavel! succour to the poor and the
needy 1

Ulema

The Ulema who were the repositories of theological learning
exercrsed great influence on the policies of the state indurectly or

YTartkh { Ferishta by Fershta (Tr) Vol 1 p 15> Sivarul Auliva pp
79 80 and 212 213 asquoted bv K A Nizamu in Religlon and Pol sicsan
India p 121

Tarikk [ Firozshahiby Bacani(Yr) pp 201202 Tarikh i Ferisftaby
Fenshta (Tr) Vol I p 152 Among other learned Salnts were Shaikh
Bahaudd n Zakara and hs son Shatkh Badrudda Aaf of Ghaznt
«Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kakri and Sidi Maula

3Tarikh { Firozshahl by Barami (Te ) p 156157

‘Ibld p 157

*Ibid

*Ibid

Ibid

*[bid

*Ibid (Tt} p 156

Bid p 156

bid p 157

Bibd, p 156
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directly by interpreting the Muslim law.! Sometimes the Ulema
did not interpret the law strictly according to the letter of scrip-
ture in order to please their patrons and for such laxity they
were criticised by the sovereigns.2 Over the period of ti+e most
of the Ulema had ceased to be the pious interpretors of Shariat
but had become materialistic and selfish.

By the time Balban came to power the standard of Ulema
had deteriorated to a noticeable extent.® Balban was conscious
of lack of honesty, truth and righteousness on the part of
Ulzma4 The Sultan divided the Ulema in two parts—Ulema-i-
Akharat who hated materialism and preferred spiritual Jife like
the sufis a nd saints and Ulema-i-Duniya who sought mundane
pleasures and were greedy and self-centred.’ The latter class
had become so numerous that even Bughra Khan warned.
Kaiqubad to be careful and not to accept their advice since it
was not based on right conduct and morality.%

After becoming the ruler Balban patronised the Ulema-i-
Akharat? and advised his son Bughra Khan also to invite Ulema
to his kingdom and treat them with respect.® He had great
respect for Maulana Burhan Uddin Balkhi, Qazi Sharafuddin
Walva Ji, Maulana Siraj-Uddin Sanjari and Nijmuddin.
Damishqi.? He made it a practice to call on Burhanuddin Balkhi:
after every Friday namaz.10 He even took the Ulema’s advice on

'Life and Conditions of the People of Hindustan by K.M. Ashraf, pp.
96-97,

*Tarikh-i-Firazshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 190-191, 230,

3See for role of Ulema Tabgat-i-Nasiri by Minhaj-us-Siraj (Tr.), pp-
38-39, 53-54. The events make it clear that the Ulema had divided them—
selves in cliques and each group wanted to fulfil its ambition. Minhaj-us-_
Siraj himself belonged to the party of Balban, Ibid, p. 49. Conspiracy of
Qazies to-dethrone Nasir Uddin was detected by Balban and the rebellion:
were suppressed. Ibid, pp. 53-54.

*Tarikh-i-Firnzshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 190-191, 230.

tIbid, pp. 230-31.

5bid.

"Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp. 157, 198 ; Ibn Batuta relates &
story which shows fhe respect which he had for the Ulema in his early life
(Tf.), P. 312.

*Ibid, pp. 196, 230.

*Ibid, p. 157.

*1bid.
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various matters  Barant has given a Iist of prominent Ulema of
Balban's realm ! Balban occastonally sought their advice and
pted their d also® On Qazi-r-Laskar's
recommendation a larg? number of rebels from Lakhnaut were
pardoned ® The Sultan bestowed the ttle of Harman to the
Qazies of the army ta order to honour them 4 Although Balban
had greatregard for Shanat he did not mind disregarding 1t 1f
1t was contrary to the interest of the State §
The Sultan made no pretence of the fact that he was not quite
capable of following the sacred laws (Din Panahi) to the letter ¢
He never suffered 1nterference from Ulema 1n the matters of
the state although m other matters he took their advice

Architecture

Balban was not a great builder and there are no striking buil-
dings constructed by him Some of his constructions are, however,
worth mentioning

He erected a house known as Darul Aman (House of Tran-
quility)? which according to lbn Batuta 15 his best work ®
Legend says that f a person who was indebted to someone went
inside this house fus debts were paid off by the Sultan Ifa
person were guilty of a crime, murder or misdeed and went
mside the house the members of the aggneved family were
compensated by the Suftan ¢ Ibn Batuta says that the tomb of
Balban was also built n that house which he himself had
visited 10 The construction of the tomb of Balban began m about

Noid, p 201 Maulana Buchaouddia Malkh, Mawlapa Burbanuddin
Bazaz, Qazt ddin Gazruni, Qazi St ddin Maraz, Qazi Ruku-
nuddie Samana Qazi falaluddin Kashant, Qazi Sadiduddin, Qazi Jahirud
din Qaz Jalatuddin etc , sec also Tarikh { Ferishta by Fenshta (Tr) Vol I,
P 152

‘loid, p 157

*Ibid

41b:d , Harman is the other name given to Mecea and Madina

Hbd,p 157

Tarikh ¢ Firozshaki by Barans(Tr }, p 155

TRehla by Ibn Batuta (Tr) p, 311; scealso Tarikh i Firozshahi by
Barani (Tr) p 209

‘tbid,p 1

*Ibid . p 311

“tsd , p 331, Tarkh § Firozshabs by Baram (Te ), p 209
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1280 A.D.} In this building appears the first true arch.2 Accor-
-ding to Percy Brown, It is a notable landmark in the evolution
of style,”3

Balban gave most important place in state polity to
.construction and renovation of forts at various places.t He
rebuilt the town of Lahore which was devastated by Mongols
in 1241 A.D.5 Architects and managers were appointed there for
this purpose. The Sultan constructed a number of roads in
various directions? which must have improved means of commu-
nication to a great extent. He also built big open mosques at
Kampil, Patiali and Bhojpur.?

ndian Architecture (Islamic Period) by Percy Brown, p. 15.

Ibid, p. 15. True arch was produced by means of radiating voussoirs.
See for details p. 15; Archaelogy and Monumental Remains of Delhi by
‘Carr Stephen, (1876), pp. 79-80.

3Indian Architecture by Percy Brown, p. 15.

Tarikh-i-Firocshaki by Barani (E & D). Vol. III, p. 104-7; Tarikh-i- -
Mubarakshaki by Yahya (Tr.), pp. 37-38 ; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta
(Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 142. These forts were built at Gopalgir, Kampil, Patiali,
Bhojpur, Jalali, Lahore etc.

STarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta ((Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 142.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (E & D), Vol. 111, p. 107.

*Ibid.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 164.
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SUCCESSION

Mumlmb Sultan, the eldest son of Balban, enjoyed the-
title of Qaan-i-Malik! and was also known as Khan-i-
Shaheed.Z He was mmally appomlcd to the qua of Kol and its
adjacent territories.® He d yed great admi; i
and became very popular due to his able administration. A man.
of letters, he was extremely cultured and patronised scholars,.
artistsand talented persons.® He was a pious person and welcom~

3Tarikh-I-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr ), p, 170.

bud,

bid.

4Tarikh-i-Firozzhahi by Baram (Tt.), p. 170. Baran, jinforms that duc to~
his abihitzes Prince Muhammad became a great sonrce of inspiration to
ail so much so that great Khans and Maliks gave the name of Muhammad
o therr sons, All these Muhammads became very famous due to thetr
talents. Muhammad Kishlu Khan was unsurpassable ip archery, Muham-
mad Kashlhi Khan (Malk Alanddin) was koown for hus chamty and
Muhammad Arslan Khan (Tatar Khan of Lakhnautt) was known for his
courage, sacnifice and generosity. But among all these Muhammad's the
son of Sultan Batban Muhammad Sultan was most cultured and telented.

$Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahs by Yahya (Tr.), p. 40, Tarikh-I-Ferishta by
Fenshta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 144 Among them were Amir Khusrau and Amir
Hasan who were rewacded profusely by the Priace The nadims of his-
court used 10 read Shalname. DIwon 1-Sennal, DIwan-1 Khokan: and Shaikh.
Nizamt’s Khamsa Discussion used to take place over them, Tarikh i~
Firozshahi by Baran: (Tt.), pp. 170-171,
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ed and honoured the saints and religious minded people? He
built Khankas for them and assigned villages for their mainten-
.ance.? He invited Shaikh Saadi of Sheeraj twice to Multan,? but
due to old age the Shaikh was unable to come and sent him
ghazals written in his own hands.?

Baiban was very fond of Prince Muhmmad and loved him
dearly.5 He appointed him the heir-apparent and gave him the
canopy.5 He was appointed as Governor of Sindh and adjacent
territories and left for Multan accompanied by a big army and
reputed Amirs,” The Prince used to visit the Sultan every year
and present him treasures.® Balban used to advise him on
numerous matters from time to time.? In the year 1285-1286 A.p.
the Khan of Multan fought his last and valiant battle against
the Mongols in which he waskiiled.1® He then came to be known
as Khan-i-Saheed.!! This news caused extreme mental anguish to
Balban.12

Eighty years old Balban was completely shattered by the
death of the Prince.}® The brilliant Prince had been well tutored
by the Sultan to take over the reins of administration.?? Though
outwardly calm the sorrow gnawed at thz Sultan who couid not

YTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani(Tr.), p.171. When Shaikh Usman, a
reputed old saint, reached Multan, the Prince welcomed him with great res-
pect and offered him presents. He tried to retain him in Multan but could
not succeed in doing so.

Shaikh Qadava (the son of Bahauddin Zakaria) was also called by the
Prince in his gathering. Ghazals were also recited, 1bid, p. 172. See also
Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 144.

*Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 171.

3Ibid, p. 172; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 144.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 172.

SIbid.

¢Ibid.

*Ibid.; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p.40. -

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 173; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by

Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 144.

STarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 173; Tarikh-i-Ferishta by
Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p, 148. .

©Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.}, p. 200; Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by

Yahya (Tr.), p. 41.
Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 200.-
Hbid.
13[bid., Tarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. 1, p. 151
NTarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 200.
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sleep and wept bitterly* Though broken-hearted and grief
stricken, the Sultan could not 1gnore the interests of the empire
and had to nominate a successor  Prince Mu} d fulfilled
the requrements of the heir apparent The Prince, the eldest
son, was compatent m the matters of administration, was brave,
popuiar among the people and the Sultan reposed great faith in
him

The younger son of the Suitan was Bughra Khan who had
the tle of Nasiruddin 2 Sultan, however, did not think much
of Bughra Khan and while he gave him the ternitories of Sunam
and Samana he also appoimnted farids to report on him?® He
1astructed the Prince not to induige 1n reveleries and orgies and
to take Sultan’s advice on all important matters * When Bughra
Khan was appomnted Governor of Lakhnautr 3 he instructed him
similatly It shows clearly that the Sultan had litle fasth 1n hus
abihiues

After Prince Muh d s death the embl, of savereignty
were given to hus (Prince Muhammad's) sori Kai Khusrau® who
was brought under the supervision of the Suitan’ and he was
sent to Multan 1n place of hss fathet &

The Sultan called Bughra Khan to Delbs from Lakhnauts®
and requested him to take over the reias of the Empire after hus
Heath because the Sultan did not have any other son!? and the
two grandsons Karkhusrau and Kaiqubad were too young to be
entrusted with state responsibiltties 1t He did not want any one
else to occupy the throne of Dejhu for then his offsprings would
have to accept the new ruler’s suzeramty Bughra Khan, however,
was rel to shoulder the responsibility of the Kingship and

fbud, p 201

tid p 180 :

Abid

41bid  Tarikh 1 Fersshta by Fenisbta (Tr) Vol.1,pp 144 145

STurikh I Firozshak! by Baran (Tr) pp 190-191

‘Ibid, p 201

bid

Ibid , Tarikh | Mubgrakshahi by Yahya (Tr) p 43

'anlkh | Firozshahi by Barant (Tr), p 207 Tarikh { Ferishia by Ferishta
{Tr}) Vol I,p 151

STyrikh § Firozshaks by Barani {Tr ), p 208

Mbid
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ignoring the wishes of his father went back to Lakhnauti.l The
throne for which battles were fought and blood was shed was
jronically brushed aside by Bughra Khan when offered on a
platter.

The Sultan again fell ill, this time not to recover, after Bughra
Khan left for Lakhnauti.2 He knew that his end had come. He had
to appoint a successor for the throne could not remain vacant.®
The Sultan called Malik Fakhruddin Kotwal, Khwaja Hasan
Basari and otner confidants and disclosed his desire to nomi-ate
Kai Khusru as his successor.? He was instructed by the Sultan
himself, yet he was too young and inexperienced.5 Unfortunately
Bughra Khan was not present in the capitai.6 Since therc was no
alternative Kai Khusrau wasappointed his successor by Balban.”
Balban died the third day after his nomination.® He had to take
recourse to this action for he knew well the greed of the nobles
around and a vacant throne would have started a battle for
succession with unknown results.®

!Ibid, p. 208.

*bid.

3Ibid,

bid., Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi by Yahya (Tr.), p. 48 ; Tt arikh-i-Ferishta
by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 151.

Sarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 208.

*Ibid. '

’Ibid, p. 209,

fibld.” L.

*Ibid, p. 210.
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DESPOTISM

BALBAN mherited 2 kingdom seething with unrest Chaos
reigned everywhere and 1t was difficult to contam the
prevathng anarchy ! Nobles znd the Ulema, the piltars af the
empire, had become devoid of character The prestige of the
crown had suffered very greatly Under these circumstances, 1n
order to retrieve the lost glory of the crown Balban had to
adopt a tough line of achton  From a slave he had nisento be a
Sultan and as a result he was conversant with the power struc-
ture of the empire and knew well where the threat to hs autho-
rity lay He knew that not only the unruly had to be punished
but an example had to be made of them that others would also
not dream of raising the banner of revolt It was an age wheano
quarters could be gsven and none ashed for—an age 1 which
magnantmity would have seemed weakness and making conces-
tons a confession of defeat Balban was the product of his age
and possessed * fierce temper and implacable resolution 2
Ralban's despotism was tempered with wisdom He was open
to correction® and was not loath to consult his chosen nobles
whom he would often call to discuss vanous problems 3 He
frankly disclosed his mind and put his views beforethem ¢

ibid, pp 143 144 t

“bid p 143

*Tarikh 1 Firo-shafy by Baram (B & Dy, Vol I, p 117

‘ibwd, p 111

Tarskh I Firozshahi b Basand (Tr ), pp 159-160, Tbud, Vol 1, p 145
‘b, pp 149-150
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He often accepted the recommendations of - his officers like
the Kotwal and the Qazi and on their intercession pardoned
those whom he had decided to punish.!

There was a softer side to his character also. He cried with-
out restraint when he was not able to follow the Shariut (Din
Panahi).® According to Barani the Sultan used to give vent to
‘his emotions tearfully after listening to the discourses of
‘Sheikhs and Sayyids.® Such outbursts were caused by intensity
of religious feelings. He could control his feelings totally if he
wished as at the time of his son’s death he remained unmoved
in the public, His public face was different from his private face.
He was dalways stern and unbending publicly but would often
break down in the privacy of his apartments.

He was always concerned with the welfare of his subjects
particularly the infirm and the helpless. He had instructed his
officials to help them in crossing bridges, river, ete.? He advised
his sons also to look after the interests of the people and keep
them satisfied.5 He was a benevolent despot, paternal towards
his subjects. 6

He dealt even-handed justice and his moods did not affect
his verdict. He dealt with the guilty very strictly although he
might be in his most cheerful moods.? He was firmly of the
belief that a ruler should not act against the laws of the prophet,$
should be God-fearing, should perform his religious duties
regularly and should respect the Ulema and religious minded
-people.®

The fact that Balban was ruthless but just endeared him to
ithe masses and he was deeply mourned on his death by the

Tarik-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tt.), pp. 168-169, 199.
tbid, p. 153,

*Ibid, p. 157.

Ibid, (Tr.), p. 156.

*Ibid, pp. 178, 194.

$1bid, p. 210.

Ibid, p. 152.

$1bid, p. 179.

*Ibid, p. 195.
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courtierst and the people? alike Baran: observed that wise andt
experienced people were very much grieved by hus death The
day he died the lawless clements started stirrmg again® and
people again started losing their faith i the protection of the
stated Ages after he had died people praised hus reign for the
stability and security he gave to his subjects 5

YTarikh { Firazshakt by Baraoe (Tr ), p 209 They threw mud on thei
head and tote away their clothes The Kotwal Fakhruddin was so deeply
grieved that he slept on floor for about six months after the death of
Balban Other Maliks and Sadr, etc  slepton the floor for 40 days, Ibid,
? zgsgevcml other distinguished people of Delbi also slept on the floor for
40 days after Balban’s desth, 1bid, (Tc ), pp 209 210

bid , p 210

‘ibd

bid



EPILOGUE

BALBAN “a prince of just principles and endowed with many

great and amiable qualities”! was a creation of his environ--
ment. A man of political wisdom, his vast experience was firmly
imprinted on his mind and his ambitions were always tempered
with caution, He knew from experience who were the stumbling
blocks in the path of achievement of his ambition to resuscitate
the dignity and glory of the Kingship. With extreme deter-
mination he set about the task of purging the body politic of
such elements.

Death of Sultan Iltutmish was precursor of much chaos and
disquiet in the empire.2 Balban knew that order was the pre-
requisite for the successful governance of the empire and, there-
fore, he firmly put down indiscipline, disorderliness and dis--
obedience.® He established peace in his realm, suppressed
contumacy in Doab and other adjacent regions of the empire,
strengthened the defence of the western frontier, restructured the
nobility, evolved an outline of the structure of the central
government, established diplomatic relations with foreign
countries whose ambassadors visited his court,? centralised
power in his hands, and above all restored dignity to Kingship.
These, in brief, were his achievements.

H laid great emphasis on purity of race and has come
in for criticism for his racial prejudices® For restoring the-
dignity of the crown Balban considered it necessary to eliminate-

YTarikh-i-Ferishta by Ferishta (Tr.), Vol. I, p. 137.

Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), pp- 143-144.

3Ibid, p. 144. .

Tarifch-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 145. Inthe reign of Iltutmish.
Qazi Jalalurus came to Delhi as an ambassador from Baghdad, p. 196.

S$Foundations of Muslim Rule in India by Habibuliah, pp. 149-150.
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all fow born person including the Indan Muslims from the
admimstration  The teader of Tndian Mushms had humibated
-and outmanoeuvred him and this rankled 1n his mind
Tt was 1 time when no fresh wave of Turkish immgrants
was coming to Indin and the state was being transferred in
nature from Turkish to Indo Mushm This was a patural
phenomenon which Balban tried to impede by hus partial
attitude towards the Turhs
It 15 interesting to note that although the Sultan was extre-
mely partial to men of Turkish origin ke adopted the customs
and manners of the Perstans 1 He cared little for Turkish con-
ventions and was ed of Persian trad
Balban has been criticised for us treatment of the Turkish
nobles 2 He treated the nobles ruthlessly, weeded out undesirabfe
~elements, punished the unruly and thus made them aware of his
powers He put the arrogant, ambitions and interfering nobles
m their place He saw to it that they no longer posed a threat to
the crown This resulted 1n the weakening of the Turkish
nobility and 1n the long run was responsible for the success of
the Khalyt Amurs against them On the other hand Balban
succeeded 1n bringing to an eed the struggle for supremacy
‘between the nobles and the Sultan which was no mean achieve-
ment
Balban Jaid extreme emphasis on the recruitment and proper
orgamsation of the army and spent the major portion of the
zevenues of the state on the upkeep of the army However, he
15 crticised for net ntroducing any important reforms 1 the
orgamisation of the army Although be spent Jarge sums of
money of the army and made steenuous efforts to make 3t strong
yet the army often farled to rise to the occaston as, for example,
happened 1n the case of Tughnl Khan's rebeliton Balban has
come 1 for criticism? for this weakness of the army Yet on the
whole he sucpeded 102 large extent 1 mtroducing efficiency
and rooting out corruption and [axity from thus department
Balban failed 1n the field of admmustrative organtsation  He

Turskh § Firozshaht by Barani (Tr) pp 345, 150, Foundations of
Muslim Rule in India by Habibullah p 256

*Religion ond Politics in India by K A Nezami, pp 143 144

YA Comprehensive History of Indla by M Habib and K A Nezami, Vol
V.p 303
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«did not create either a system of local government or land
revenue organisation. The reforms in the army only touched the
fringe and cannot be called significant. He cannot be called a
great statesman. He did not possess vision. His exclusion of
non-Turks from administration produced disastrous results and
this narrow-minded policy was responsible for bringing Xhaljis
to power.

His policies were reactionary and in his desire to purify the
.administration and purge it of undesirable elements he went too
far in discriminating between the people of Turkish and non-
Turkish extraction.?

Although while selecting officers he laid emphasis on merit
and ability, he also saw to it that they were not outspoken
and would not dare to voice dissent. He failed to lay foundation
of institutions which would continue without him at the helm
-of affairs. No sooner was his stern hand removed from the helm
ithe ship of the State started floundering.

“Tarikh-i-Firozshahi by Barani (Tr.), p. 144.
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