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SOME OPINIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK

1 have read with interest “The Sikh Soldier” by
Sardar Balwant Singh. I always read with interest
whatever comes from his pen, for be has insight, expres-
sion and simplicity of style that atiracts me.

My childhood passed in a home where old traditions
still prevailed. After the morning and cvening recital,
my father and his friends praycd for a death at the
saddle (IIannitai) and stories of valiant deeds were told,
which kindled hidden fires of heroism.

To be a soldier was a drecam of every youth, to die
in a battl ficld the highest ambition. Tt is impossible
to canvey the impression of that old world ¢nvironment,
when Dhadies sang of the old wars and the heart of
youth rhrobbed with selfless devotion, To defend the
humble and the weak, to make the honour of the Khalsa
resplendcnt,\ and to stand erect amongst the nations of
the world, and to give away life, so that others may live
in peace, invests soldiering with a splendour which must
claim nomage of humanity.

My grandfather, who was present at Chelian.
walla and later on joined the British army rising to the
Command of a regiment and received manyv decorations,
once went to see a high offizer who tauntingly asked,
“You seem to have won many medals now but where
were you during the Sikh war.” My grandfather immedi-
ately retorted, “Where were you at Chelianwalla.”
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“We were commanded to retire” answered he. ...
had no one to command us” replied my grandfather,

The position does not seem to have changed very
much even now. The Sikh soldier is ready to serve and
to sacrifice but there is no one to give him the right
command.

1 pray that we may keep the ideal to be soldiers of

God untarnished. We must learn to be without fear

and without hate, placing our reliance on the word of
our Gurus, on pure steel, and on our strong arm. We
must make the Khalsa a centre of purity, brotherliness,
unity and strength. We should be faithful soldiers of
God, be ready to defend all good causes. We must try
to show in our lives that to us Paja and Nimaz are the
same, that creation belongs to the Creator and in serving

His creation we serve Him,

JOGENDRA SINGH.,



THE SIKH SOLDIER

Writing about the Sikh soldier, his dress and
equipment in the current issue of the Khralsn Review,
S Balwant Singh quotes many interesting passages
from Osborne, Baron Hugel and Sir Lepel Griffin
who give illuminating accounts of the dresses worn by
the Sikh bodyguard, infantry and jagirdari contingents
in the period preceding Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s rule.

The common trooper was clad in pagri or turban,
and kuria or shirt with open sleeves, and a pair of short
drawers with tight fitting slippers. ISach herscman
provided himself with two blankets, one for himself and
the other for his horse. They were armed, each with
a spear, a matchlock and a scimitar. Speaking of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s infantry, Osborne in his -“Court
and Camp of Rnnjit’Singh” says :

They are a fine-looking body of men dressed in
white jackets and trousers, with black belts and
pouches, and wear the yellow Sikh furban.” I never
saw so straight or bezautiful a line with any troops.
They were all dressed in white with black cross-belts
and either a rel or yellow Sikh turban, armed with
muskets and bayonets of excellent manufacture from
Ranjit’s foundry at Lahore.

There is now a museum within the Lahore fort
wherein jackets, bayonets, swords, shields, lances,
breast-plates, back-plates, steel-armour, steel-helmets,
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shells, etc , used by the army of the Maharaja have been
carefully preserved.

Thus, no nation which claims to be the proud
possessor of an empire can retain the higher qualities
of humanity. The cruelty and habitual tyranny of the
slave-owning eclass warps alike their judgment and
humanity.

And then the owners of empires are constantly
haunted by a perpetual sense of insecurity,

The mightiest emire in the world never considered
itself safe. An empire is an unlawful possession and
property unlawfully obtained can never be peacefully
enjoyed No nation has any lawful right to any territory
other than its own; an empire is won cilher by force
or trickery or treachery, or a combination of all these
methods. There is a constant apprehension of losing
what is not rightfully acquired.-

The dazzling splendour of empires only increases
the appetite for more splendour, There is no end to
their greed and covetousness.

A kinzdom ot a republic is usually a self-containtd
and self-reliant State supplying its own nceds and
independent of help from ontside. An empire, on the
other hand, is of the nature of a parasite, a yampire or a
leech. Its main feature is extravagant magnifirence.
It has no use for ecconomy of any kind and revels in
extravagant expenditure and waste. Ivery source r.»{'
revenne is exploited to the utmost and no attemplis
ever made to discourage rteckless expenditure. 'i\*u
qualms of conscience or any sense of morality or feclings



of deceney are pevmitted to stand in the way of raisine
the wind. Not only are subject nations cruelly over-
taxed, an endless ingenuity being exercised in discover-
ing fresh sources of taxation, but no seruples whatsoever
are felt in deriving all kinds of income from other
countries.

Finally, just as it is a common failing of all men
that they cannot see themselves as others see them. so
is it true of an imperial race blinded by pride and
utterly incapable of reslizing its defeets,

It has a bhighly exaggerated notion of its greatness
and importance : intoxicated with the possession of
upnlimited asuthority over the nations subject to its
sway ; it forgets that no nation can have a long leuse
of life unless it is seif.veliant and capable of maintaining
itself without extrancous help. A nation which owns
an cmpire beeomes dependent for ils very existence
upon its subjeet nations. It cultivaies habits  of
extravsgance and Juxury for which it needs all the
money that can be raised from every part of the empire
and from cvery source of revenue. The moral sense
becomes -blunted by indulgence, the parasitic habit
grows till it becomes second nature, the virility which is
the original secret of domiinion and empire is sapp.d
by pleasure and :uxury, and the final result is the rapid
cmusculatiqn and submergence of an imperial race,”

The Indian Review
September, 1932,
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R.S5.D. College Ferozepur City
Dated 22.11-1938

My Dear Sardar Sahib,

I have gone through the pages of your manus-
cript book and [ cun assure you that I have profitted
very much. Mahuraju Ranjit Singh’s incidents of his
life have impressed me most.  You have tried to
prove that velianes on their Gueu, lighting tor a cause
and temperate and  disciplined character made the
Sikh Soldier a wonder of the world. You have succeeded
in your attempt, Kindly publish it in the form of &
printed book. Your commuuaity ought to publish it, It

shall help Sikhs mueh, It shall inspire all Guru
worhippers.

L would just humbly submit that heroie ius
stances of dividual Sikhs shonld be given in detuil,
Their sordid aets should be expunged,

Yours sinaerely
P. V. Kanal

Prineipal



TEJA SINGH M.A. KHALSA CO'LE 3E,
PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH AMRITSAR,

Dated 20-11-1932

Dear Brother,

Thank you for vour king letter of the -16th instant,
I hnve been reading your articles on “Sikl Soldier’ with
rreat admiration,  They show a great insight into the
making of Sikh character, and will prove a real and
substantial contribution to Sik, history, 1 should like
to see them in book form, with anp introduction from
sorue influential man of fetters, like Mr, Garrett or Mr.
Bruce. It shouldn‘t he diflicult to -secure their help,

With hest Wishes,

Yaurs sincerely,

TEJA SINGI



REGISTERED D. 0. No. 87

Hend Quaites,
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE,
Rawalpindi District.

Dated the 200h Jannary 15845,

Dear Sardar Sahib,

I return with thanks your typeseript copy of “The
Sikh Soldier™, which I have rua through with sreat
interest,  If, however, you should have this published
I shonld like to obtain n copy. I nm also wishing
you {he hiest of your luck in your new appointment,
and am very arateful for all the work you did in Kahuta
during your stay there,  With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

. (7 1) Ty
Sardar Balwant Singh,

cfo K halsa College for Women,
Abbott Road, Lahore.



FOREWORD

A Sikh is  essentially a Soldier of God. The
teachings of the Satgurus enjoin upon those who follow
them  aad arz eilled “Uis” the duty of «-viin
humanity withont the least consideration of colour or
ereed. They must realise His presence in Al without
distinction and in serving humanity at large, they should
desire only to serve MHim, It was with this spirit
that the Sikhs eame into being,

Fhieir’s not to reason why,
Their's but to do and die,
as troe Sikhs earrying out the behiests of Satguru,

Fhis noble exampte of true service was set before
us by the second Gura in his selfless, devoted service of
Satenrn Nuonk Qeve Gura Angad as Bhni Lehna
was fully and  thoroughly tested by Gura Nunak
before he breame Guen Nanak himeelf,  The tradition
o~tablshed by Gora Anpad was fully carried out by
Guru Amar Das and his sueeessors, The Bl
stige wos veselosd When dauntiess Sahibzadas of the
tenth Gure labd down their Tivee n stopping the
meine Wle of tyraony of the theo ralory These noble
trachitiznns were kept up by the Kikhis of the Gurae
aned the peecae of the enptive draghters of the Pasjab
feover e mvieding lordes of  Abfali forces anid their
reterdiog with atl die reopeet sud honune to thedr

O L L I N s C S P T R R L
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beacon lights to the coming generations, Alas, those
noble sentiments of service are not so prominent these
days but the heart of the Khalsa is true and the blue
blood of the Sikh martyrs runs through his veins and
without hesitation one can be sanguine that so long as
Sikhs are true to the sacred and ennobling teachnigs
of the Gurus there will not be wanting men who will
keep the good name of a Sikh bright and untarnished.
The author has dived deep into ancient history of
the Panth and has d-picted quite terscly the evolution
of the peace-loving Sikhs of the Sitgurus into the
full-fledged Soldiers of God that the Khalsa became
in the time of Guru Gobind Singh. His ver.'y high
personality acted like a magnet and drew to himself
in bonds of love and service those who came to drink
at his feet the Amrit which raised the fallen community
of the Punjabis to the highest pinnacle of glory for

worthy of the brave and selfless
Truly, the Khalsa was

May we follow in the

performing deeds
soldiers of the Akal Purkh.
of God and victory was His.
footsteps of our forefathers aud miy we bz the true
servants of humanity and thus serving His ecreation
realize His ever-present presence amongst us and all
around us and knit together humanity at large in
bonds of true brotherhood of man and fatherhood of
God !

These few well written small chapters. will T have
reason fo hope, be read by an appreciating public who
will bec able to follow the different stages of evolution
of the Sikh community and the work it has done in
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the past and for aught one kunows, may be destined
to do in the future My only wish and prayer is that
the Khalsa should alwayvs keep before its mind’s eye
the high traditions of the Panth and the ncble ideals
which were placed practically before him by our revered
Satrurus for our guidance and future conduet in life,
The Khalsa should tread fuithfully and selflessly the
path that the Satgurus chalked out for him and he
is snre to reach the goal where the different jarring
elements of socicty are sure to find a true haven of
peace and prosperity for all

Amritsar Sunder Singh
I7th October, 1932, Majithia
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ance and future conduct in life.
The Khalsa should tread fa
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path that the Satgurus chatked out for him and he
15 sure to reach the goal where the different jarring
clements of society

are sure to find a true haven of
peace and prosperity for a)).

Satgurus for qur guid

Amritsar

Sunder Singh
17ih October, 1932,
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CITAPTER 1
THE SIXII SOLDIER

Genesis and Growth of the Soldierly Spirit

1 «IIe” (The Sikh)” is unsurpassed as a soldier in
the East”says Sir Lepel Griflin. The bravery of the
Sikh soldiers has passed into a proverb; but we must
not forget that the same people before the birth of
Sikhism were content to see their wives and children
being led away as so many cattle without daring to
strike a blow in defence of them. Centuries of foreign
misrule, ' despotlism, and persecution had demoralised
the national character, and 2 Ishwaro Wa, Dillishwaro,
Wa® (The Lord of Delli is as great as God) had long
been a maxim of the terror-stricken Hindus, Guru
Nanak (1469-1539) found his nation in this miserable
plight. The uplift of the nation was a stupendous task,
President Wilson rightly said that a nation is great,
and only as great as its rank and file. An isolated
Kabir, a solitary Nanak, or a-world-famous 'l‘agorgf can-
not connote a whole nation, just as the peak of Mt.
Everest or of Kanchan Changa does not mean the
whole range of the Himalayas. To clevate a whole
nation, the masses must be roused and ennobled.

(1) Griffin’s Ranjit éingh. p.36.
(2) Transfoimation of Skhism. p. 101. footnote.
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Others had preached the supposed virtues of ascetic.
ism, and at their bidding hundreds had left thew hearths
and Thomes, renounced the world, and with beggar’s
bowls in their hands, dwelt apart and away from the
world., The Dhest part of the manhood of the nation
thus went into monastic life and India fell an casy
prev to the foreign invader. Asceticism was one ex-
treme. over-worldliness was the other., Guru Nanak
(1469-1539) struck out a middle path. Live like a
lotus flower or like a duck, in the water and yet above
it, said he, Live in the world and yet be not of it.
‘A householder. who does no cvil,
Who is ever intent upon good,
Who continually exerciseth charity,
Such a houscholder is pure as the Ganges,
Nanak, Ram Kali Rag,
Man is a social being and he must nceds form part of
a corporate life, be it ina nation or society, “Socinl
Contract” or no contract, Guru Nanak yealised that
the gond of man could not possibly be realised ina
mercly internnl state of the soul, which excludes the
family, the state and the various social relutions, into
which men enter with cach otber,” Tor mntual help -
~nnd pnidanee, as also to  serve as cheeks on  each
othery Gure Nannk Iaid particular stress on congre.
sutiongd worship (as  distinet from domestic or soli
tery warship) and conpregationanl singing of the word
of the Gura, Thus arose Sikh temples To  make
Sith tonples o useful ns possible,  he

B

designed them
corerve e frae aiiiny hoells (Lanper wos storted by
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Guru Nanak and enlarged by succeeding Gurus, more
particularly by the third Guru.)

There was however, one thing, which Guru Nanak
preachad and practised with particular emphasis. In
the opening verse of Japji (The morning prayer of
the Sikhs) he calls God as ‘Nirbhaw’ or fearless. God
is fearless, he snid, To be godly, one must be fear-
less. ‘Deatlh is the privilege of brave men, provided
theyv die for an approved cause’ (Nanak—Vadhans), Guru
Nanal’s whole life was a living example of fearless-
ness. His long tours in and out of India, in an age
when travelling asbroad was almost tantamount to
courting death, werc an expression of this spirit of fear-
lessness ! And like Christ himself, he never thought of the
morrow or worried about the secemingly untoward things
that befell him. * Whenever Mardana, Guru Nanak’s con-
stant companion, felt troublcd or distressed on account
of some untoward happening, Guru Nanuak would screrely
sy, ‘Wait, Mardana for God’s revelation of His purpose,
Worry not—(Dekh Mardanian Kartarde rang)’. Like his
Gurus, a typical Sikh soldier would not think of the
morrow. Guru Nanak’s object was to make his people
fcarless, and fear of God is the only antidote against
fear of men, Guru Nanak thercfore, fervently preached
the need of constantly realising the presence of God.
He exhorted his disciples to ]iv\e, move and have
their being in God, to fear God and love fellow-men.
.None but God-was to. be feared. The succeeding.
Curus constantly dwelt on this theme. ‘He alone

(1) Janam Sakhi of Baba Nanak. -
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fears who practises sin,’ said the fourth Guru, (Sri
Rag). “Be fearless and meditate on God” (“Nirbhai
hoe bhajo Bhagwan,”) said Fifth Guru, “That man
may be reckoned as the wisest of men, who gives no
cause of fear to others, and is himself withoqt fear.”
said the ninth Guru, ‘Banish all fear : was the keynote
of the tenth Guruw’s teaching. And when once fear
is banished. you get an ideal soldier, a hero, a person
with ithe will to darc and the soulto die. Such a
soldier is invineible.

Guru Nanak tried to free the people from the bon-
dage of gods and godlings, and did a great deal to
break the shackles of ecaste, by instituting a com-
mon Langar System and congregational worship. By
adopting the vernacular of the country for religious
purposes, he, in o way roused the national senti.
ment of the people.¥ It was strengthened by the
community of thought and ideal, daily realised in the
conpregational singing of  the same religious hymns.
Mcre, “After centuries  of subjection, Nanak was the
irst nmong the Iindus to raise his voice against
tyravny and subjection” (Transformation of Sikhism
by Narang-—p. 12) Gura Naunk raised the spirit
of the  people Trom  the lowness and servility
wlich  had  dominated and  depressed §t for cen-
turie . opod by this ageans he clevated the tone of
wativnal  echaracter,  The  soeallvd depressed  elasses
oL were loshed down upon  as  the deeys of hue

e . e

Eeroder sttt Resporebios i St ey, 10



Dlanily were tramstlad into some thing rich  and
stramze and rares These people were tull of intense
reliions fepvour,  with their  minds  greatly emanci-
pated. They were awithout fear and withont reproach,
The diseiples of Nanuk were thus o devoted hand of
brothers (they eqdled one another Bhat or brother) who
were drawn elaser and cioser together by their daily
cotzrregilional worship and by their comounity of 1leals
and ecoramn relitous trelitions, They were indeed,
now {it to enter on the carcer of national progress to
which Nunak's sueecssors subscquently dod them,  We
mivht therefore, sav, with Dr. Narang, “The sword
which earved the Khalsa®s way to rlory, was undoub-
tedly, torged by Gobind, but the steel had been provided
by Nanak, who had obtained it, as it were, by smelting
the Hindu ore, and burning oul the dross of indifterence
and superstition of the masses, and the hypoerisy and
pharisaism of the priests.”

Guru Angad, the second Guru, (1504-1552) invented
the Gurmukhi seript and compiled the ‘Janam Sakhi’
or biography of Guru Nanak, in Punjabi. The hymns
of Guru Nanak and his successors were also recorded
in the same script., By this means religious literature
beeame available to the Sikbs in their mothcr: tongue, -
the number of literates increased, and conscquently,
further reform work was much facilitated. The number

of Sikhs went on increasing, '
The third Guru (1479-1574),.cal‘ried on the * Langar’

or Guru’s free dining hall, more vigorously and enthu.

siastically than ever, It was a powerful aid in propa-
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ganda work and proved an effective weapon in breaking
the bonds of caste, as they dined in the Langar, irrcs-
pective of caste or creed. Further, Guru Amar Das,
the third Guru, organised the Sikhs into twenty-two
dioceses or provinces. As a consequence of this, propa-
ganda work proceceded apace and the number and ardour
of the Sikhs increased. '

The fourth Guru (1534-1581) founded Amritsar, It
was originally, called Ramdaspur or Guru Ka Chak.
which under Guru Arjan. beeame the Mecea of the
Sikhs, _

Guru Arjan, (1563-1606) the filth Guru, was a
born pocet, a practical philosopher, a great scholar, a
powerful organiser, a great statesman and a magnificent
huailder, ITe compiled the Adi Granth, the Bible or
Codde of the sikhs, completed the building of IIari Mander
iTomple of God, now called Golden Temple) and of
the temnple at Tavan Taran ; appointed Masands™ (Mas-
tindsyor Colleetors in eaeh of the twenly-two dioceses,
demareatod by the third Guru @ and sent numbers of his
tolinwirs 1o Tarkistan to purchase horses there and sell
theaom Toding He impressed on the Sikhs the diginity
of mmmsd abom. Arts and erafts began to thrive,
Many of the Sikhis beeawe earpenters and masons, Horse
b bl Lirge enntiibutions Lo the coffers of the

Churel, boid & veloping o taste for riding among
e Ndiss who pradasdly heeame the finest hotsenien in

—
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northern India. It was thus the Iifth Guru who 2 ‘‘en-
couraged a love of horsemanship among the Sikhs as a
means of creating in them a spirit of enterprise and
adventure,” The regular collection of voluntary con-
tributions of the Sikhs (whose contributions were fixed
with the consent of donors) enabled the Guru to arrange
the budget of the Sikh Church with much more cettainty.
The collections were presented to the Guru on the
Baisakhi day. The Guru, was the ‘Sacha Padshah’ or
‘True King’, for he was their spiritual Lord and Guide.
The Sikhs henceforth ceased to take their civil or oriminal
cases to the Moghul Courts. Thus the Sikh Church was
developing into aa “imperium in imperio.”” The growth
of numbers kept pace with these developments in the
Sikh Church. Jahangir watched it all with grave
misgiving, and when tales of Guru Arjan’s monetary
pelp in his hour of need, to prince Khusro,* who had
rebelled against the King, were carried to him, he was
enraged, called the Guru to Lahore, where after suffering
revolting torture, he gave up the ghost, - The tragic end
of the saintly Guru incensed the Sikhs beyond measures.
The Sixth Guru (1595-1644) therefore, added the insignia
of royalty (for instance, the sword, the umbrella the
crest and the hawk) to the symbols of devotion and
piety. Pelf and ‘power were not in themselves evil
thingg, their proper use was the essential thing, argued
the Guru. 2 The Sixth Guru had a stable of 800 horses

(1) The Punjab as a Sovereign State p. 81,
“(2) Macauliffe Vol 11I pp. 85 and 91—alsc see Appendix A,
(3) Transformation of Sikhism p. 60,
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aud 30) horsemen. and sixty artillerymen formed his
ruard. Presents of horses and arms were the most accept-
able to the Guru. The Guru dispensed justice {rom the
Akal Takhat or Imperishable Throne (a raised dais just
opposite to the Golden Temple, Amritsar), the Temple,
wherein sat the Guru, was ‘Durbar Sahib’, and the flag
was ‘Nishan Sahil’ (that is, the Flag of the Lord). The
Fifth Guru had given the Sikhs their Bible or Code, their
capital {Amritsar), a treasurc and a chief in the person
of the Guru, Ile created a theoeratic state, The Sixth
Guru gave the Sikhs Military orgaunisation, The Guru
was the spiritual head of the Sikhs as well as their
General,  His soldiers did not work for pay but because
their military service pleased the Guru, Bearing arms
in defence of hearths and homes, beeame a paramount
duty of the Sikhs.” ¢ The weak must not be allowed to

bie Ltampled under foot by the tyvrannous,” became the
senoral Lview of the community!  If the Puritans of
Lnpland ehafed under the autoeratic sway of Charles 1.
»0 did these Puritans of the Punjab beecome impatient of
the injustive und oppression, even Lo the poorest, lowlicst,

nnblest  wioong them, These saint-soldiers could no

Jlteer byonk eppreesion inany shape or form. A elash
Bateorn the Moghol despotism and the Sikh soldicrs
Pecane dnoatable And clavhes did take plice and
vtanedinte iy, o War, sl 3y mental’, said Napoleon,
fu the three Batties fonght apadinst the provineial troops

shinnn the Baikb soldiers acquitted themselves
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well. . Their intense religious fervour and their firm con-
vietion of the rightcousness of the Guru’s cause, couplcd
with the belicf that the Guru was the chosen Medium of
God, enabled them to defy all danger. Ideas make and
unmake individuals and nations. It was casy enough
to fight against Napolcon, when nationalism had been
effectually aroused in Spain, and elsewhere. Ideas made
the Sikhs heroes, They had now become a nation of
warriors and herocs. They had not yet seen much of
war but they were filled with the ardour and enthusiasm
of invincible soldiers.

The immediate successor of Guru Ilargobind, the
Sixth Guru, was Guru Har Rai, (1630-1661) whose
favourite maxim was,” “All men’s hearls are Jewels ; it
is wicked to distress them. If you desire to see the be-
loved, . gricve no man’s heart! If anything, the life
and the teachings of the Guru, made the Sikhs still more
sensitive to the sufferings of the poorest, the lowliest and
the lost, On the other side, Aurangzebe had by that
time aséended the throne” of Delhi. Thus things “were
coming to a head.

(1621-1675) The Ninth Guru’s ideal of manhood
may be summed up in the following words of his own,
“That man may be reckonéd as the wisest of men, who
gives no cause of fear to others 'and is himself without
fear.”” The Sikhs were Tfast growing in numbers,
Aurangzebe could not remain indifferent to this.
The Guru was called to Delhi, and offered the choice

(1) The Growth of Responsibility in Sikhism, p. 41.
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between Death and Islam, e aceepted Death, He
was beheaded,

This created a storm of resentment among the
Sikhs and the Tindus. The relicious intoleranen of
Aurangzebe  ereated  similar conseguences among  the
Rajputs and Mahrattas. There was a genaral condlag-
ration,  The Punjab stood in need of a leader, The
hour produced the man und Guru  Gobind  Singh
(1666.1708) came forth to lead them,

The reconrees of the Moghul empire were almost
inexhawstible, The Moghul army was  gigantic,  The
Sikhs were camparatively, but too  few. ‘They  were
vet noviecs in the eraft of war, Of religions ardonr
std soldieely wpirit among the Sikhs, thore was canuph
andd toospare. But men and money and  apuipment
were vel neither suflicient, nor clicient, Tt was oo
child" plsy to fight the forees of a great empire,  The
Hindus were otill torror-strickon, The Sikhs were not
Yriuceders of militury art wnd strategy, nor was theit
T ST et apate white hot,

Ceara Gobiiood Sigoty problem wans lesw 1o faelnon a
et ovath o burnine, eoniming pees jon for peohitiat

foo donss wath the wal sl ore are] the wonl e e I

-

‘
B vl camnton L fian, aoconaaon dregihed

.
¥
coabins wr Nensh thoug, comng e boenod svmihob, god

1ot wrre adonted, Hhe mmam plea vae

(228 48 SRR ég;‘;.f 7
(TR U A !;t'g o

k4 ¥ »
folfs i gordi v te 2l ) e Cager
Crbafe ros e e ] e et of fa el
) § n .y v vy
ve boosra B LR LG L VWb Jrts Taten o .
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Khalsa is the” Lord’s and the Lord’s is the victory)
beeame their common salutation.  The water wilh
which the Sikhs were baptised was to be stirred with
dugger. The sword was to be adored, worshipped, In
this sense the Sikhs bheecame the devotecs of the 'Sword,
Among the five K’s or external sy1abols, the most con-
spicuous was Kes or long hair, The Sikhs were to wear
unshorn locks. The identity of a Sikh could not be
concealed. The symbol was in a way, an open, defiant
challenge to the cnemies of the Khalsa, Devotion
to the sword was henceforth, to be regarded as an
act of the highest merit, which would bring them
power and prosperity in this life aud bliss and beatitude
m the next,’” =

Guwu Gobind Singh’s wondrous, soul.stirring
war.like poetry and the constant recitatation ol
the exploits of the heroes of the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata infused a new life into the hearts
of the Sikhs, Those who had never touched a
sword or shouldered a gun became heroes. Confee-
tioners and washermen,” sweepers and barbers became
leaders of armies. Of the Guru’s Beloved Five, one
was a Khatri, the rest belonged to the so-called depress.
cd classes. The Guru’s word went forth that sweepers
were his (Guru’s) own sons (Rangreta Guru ka beta)
Their social status rose. The Guru was the Father of
the Khalsa. The Gurui was their True King, their tem-

1 Macautliffe. Vol, V. p. 82.
2 Transformation of Sikhism p, 87.
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poral and spiritual head, their infxllible Guide, their
true medium. between themsdves and God Almighty,
The Gurn's pleasure lay in their devotion to the sword
and love of death.  The terror of death was gone. Deuth
was familiarly called  “an expedition of the Khalsa
into next worlld.,” Devolion to the Guru became the
be-nll and end-all of their life.  This ardent spirit of
self-seerifice and self-renuneiation enabled the Guruio
suy with pride and vonfidence that one Sikh was a unit
of 2 lakh snd a quarter. Onee n new nmsket was
bronght to the Guru ns a jresent, Tle wanled to try
it, ns he Lumoroudy said, at some body’s forehead,
Several people eame forward, vying with one another
to he his targel, thinking it a preat fortune to meed
death at bis hands,  The Gury's devotion to the Stkhs
wits equndly great, *To serve them pleases my hearls
n other seeviee is so dear to my soul,” seid he, When
e news was brought to him that twe of  his vong had
heen bricked up slive, while the remaining two had
dhicd fizhting on the tald of batle, hie jostully «si

“What 0 1 have lost four sons, there nee thousmieh,
of my cons (Nilthad diving <UL This wan the wpirg
with which the Guen and the Sikles were binbued, 39
el vl ol Heps sre soturatod with thiv pdedt thes
Dreome arre dutibl . Somne fordefouoht comtoots with
th commnndor of the Improsl tenop. eow st the
R owinth g bl of g,:?u’.'}', thatyn TS TR B AU
foor vietorne, ne thee bl G toelst e snst ona ol

' e

e b e} N "; 4 ‘.- .’ ? e 1 ¥ s & gk H 3 2 ¥ y
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1 The conciliatory policy of Babadur Shah, si-
lenced the tumult of war for a while. The sword was
sheathed. The Guru chose his solitary abode in the
far-off Decean, on the banks of the Godavari, The end
“eame in 1708. On the thronc of Delhi, Bahadur Shah
was, after a brief interval, followed by Farrukh Siyar.
The Sikhs were outlawed, a price was set on their
heads, and they began to” be persecuted ruthlessly.
Banda, with hijs devoted band of Sikh tighters harried
the land between Sarhand and Panipat, carried fire and
sword and desolation wherever he went. e was, however,
ultimately caputred in 1716, and exccuted with every
refinement of torture, at Delhi, Barnda’s atrocities were
reprehensible but by inflicting some defeats on the
Moghul army, he had completely broken the charm of
the invincibility of the Moghul forees.?2 It encourazed
the enemies of the Moghul Empire, and lowered the
morale and prestige of the royal army. After Banda’s
execution -the campaign of persecution and repression
.against the Sikhs was ~ launched afresh .with ruthless
severity. The Sikhs fled to jungles, hills and-deserts of
Rajputana, Farrukh Siyar’s end came in 1719, and the
reins of the vast empire passed into the hands of the easy-

going Mohammad Shah. The weak rule of Mohammad
-Shah; the tempestuous sweep of Nadir Shahin 1733,
Ahmad Shah Abdali’s invasions, following each other in

(1) Macauliffe Vol V. pp. 230 and 236 (new edition)
Also Sarkar’s ‘Aurangzebe p. 167 (Abridged edition in one

- volume.) : .
(2) Transformation of Sikhism p.118..
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quick suceession, and the raids of the Mahrattss, all
combincd togcthar, paralysed the Moghul empire, In the
mran  time, the Sikhs, ontlawed as they had been,
world now and then, emerge from their haunts and
retreats, swoop down upon the eountry, make off with
whetever they could lay their hands upon, and gallop
back, post-haste, to their safe retreats.  Like  Robin-
hood and bis merry bind of  oullaws, their blows
fell heaviest «n the rulers and their  «upporters and
adhicrents.  Their reckless daring spread terror and con-
sternation  all around. This  was, i anvthine, aup-
mented by their swaoping down, with the speed and
effeet of fichtening, on the rear of Nadir's and Ahml
Shalt's nemy, The invineible Nadir exelaimed, “Whener
evtue those longhaired barbarinns © Destroy ther and
their Lomes 0 “Pheir omes are the saddles on their
Powas the reply, The Sikhs thus tiained in the
wrhoal of expericner, beeame splended  horsemen and
adepts in the art of guerille warfure, Every now sl

hioraes.”

then, they would came The wind, enrry gwaoy whats
ver they econkd sjve, snd vanich Jike whilwind, ‘The
nuthoritien wore helpbes. The  bonde of L ged
order weabkionmodl More poopde pained thess oadn o3
frs evbestory, ared therr nunghs ro soept on saellngs fram
erate ttnre, U af Lot the cromtry wps threont ints
uttrr ¢ cfaian Piere were somme pmony the soriborg
e o vheoanele Laflort Lo g b peosee by ol o

~ t g
b o el s see adgne . Gt o necd pols n e by, fo

“Fy H
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the Sikhs. The Sikhs viewed these things with social
indifference. ' In 1733. the title of Nawab and a
Jagir of Rs. 100,000 was tossed from man to man, like
a foot-ball and nobndy was willing to accept it, till at
last, one Capur Singh, who was moving the Pankha in
the assembly condescended to aceept it. But men like
Mir Moin-ud-din (who came to govern the Punjab in
1748) followed a different policy. He thought of dealing
with the Sikhs with an iron hand and a mailed fist.
The Sikhs followed the old tactics of hide-and-seck.
The strong dose of repression failed to crush their
dare-devil spirit. The sledge-hammer of repression might
fall on them, but they sang merrily,

“Mannu” (the Sikhs called Moin-ud-Din as Mannu)

asadi datri asi Mannu de soe,

jion jion Mannu wadhda, gharin gharin asi hoe ! -

2 We are the crop, and Mannu the sickle, ’ -

The more he cuts us, the more we grow,

In every house and hamlet ”

Between 1738-1763 anarchy reigned supreme in the
Punjab. It was a God-sead to the Sikhs, and mainly
their own creation. Bands, or confederacies (Sikhs
called them bands of equals or Misals) of these daring and
reckless horsemen would roam at will from end to end of
the Punjab, and beyond it, gradually establishing their
sway from the {rontier of Oudh to the IndusZ " Forster
(I—p. 883) guardedly estimates the forces of the con-

(1) Transformation of Sikhism p. 125.
(2) Cunningham— History of tke Sikhs p.p. 117-118. _
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federacies {there were twelve importm;f confederacics)
at 200,000, The simple, unteained peasant, of the days
of the sixth Guru. after twenty years’ constant fighting
under Guiu Gobind Singh and Banda (1696-1716) und by
hiv subsequent experience, had beeome a regular, aud
cflicient soldicr of the Khalea, adept in the use of arms,
and tramed in the methods of guerilly warfare.  The
Sikhs were kept together by the fervour of their faith.
The whole Skl people miet at least onee ayear at
Amritsar on the oeension of Dussehra, They met there
to hold Gurmattas (councils of the Khalsa) to undertalie
joiat anilitary expeditions, They met as a brotherbood
of eqals  They were intrepid and adventurous  Their
netivities  were wav-inspiting, Forster asmusingly des-
eribes the alarm eansed to a little ehief and s people
by the appraraiice of a eouple of Sikl horsepu o under
the w.dls of their fort and the obequious nttention pdd
to the t by the local nuthorities As fate sy the elose of
the I8th contnry, there wore funny ideas enrront IRITATL
the Nbhise The following grotation from Frarkins
Uity of tes I iea of Shad Sudig, b tpic s i--

Ty Sedbe g the e Py are t Ul il of & btandy,
ot i portoont thaie e pe ek Is lerpirutis, floit ey
praererr el avntg e aned g treeaner thelr Boature . s

e re bl 3y e ry b e the Anch L . T

i - - .
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1)
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cotion. An ample turban of blue cloth covers the l;cad
and over this is frequently worn a sash of silk, and
cotton mixed . . , They speak the Aufghan or Pooshio
language with prolific additions of Persian, Arabie, and
Hindoovee.” 1 Their diet was coarse and temperate.
They were known to make marches of forty or filty
miles a day and that for many days together. They ‘h‘y.—_
ed chaste and sinple lives, 2 Once while Ahmad Shah
Abdali was carrying away as booty a large number of
girls and women from India, news was conveyed to Jassa
Singh Ahluwalia, the leader of one of the Misals, He
started in pursuit of Ahmad'Shah and making a success-
ful night attack upon his camp rescued the helpless erea-
tures and providing them liberally with money and other
necessaries, sent them all home under proper escort.

3 Again, when Jassa Singh, Ramgarhia (chief of the
Ramgarhia Misal} sacked Hissar, he rescued two Brah-
man girls from the governor of the place, who had
. forcibly carried them away. ‘

The # proselytising zeal of the chiefs of confederacies
was also marked and a number of Hindus and Muham-
madens became Sikhs or rather Singhs:

A briet resume of the chapter would not perhaps,
be out of place here, The number of Sikhs had been
fast growing, their religious enthusiasm was marked ;

/

(1) Foister-1 pp. 333 and 335.

(2) Also Malcolme’s Sketch pp. 141,142,
(3) Transformation of Sikhism pp. 168-169.
(4) |, Transformation of Sikhism p. 171.
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during the time of the fifth Gura, the Sikhs had  practi-
eally organised a theooratic state: the Moghul rulers
viewed it all as a menaee to their empire ; the military
organisation of the Sixth Guru intensified this impression
of the rulers, while the intolerent poliey of Auranpzebe
brought things to a head, and the confliet between the
Sikhs and the rulers began in right earnest.  The Sikis
were bound together by their glowing religious faith, and
their ardent religious fervour,  Common danger had
climinnted distinetions of easte, and dissipated the ortho-
dox superstition of ‘untouchability’. The Sikhs were
hrothers and comrades.in-arms.  They had common re-
Yigious traditions, and a common goal originally, «elf-pre.
servation and proteetion of their faith, and after Far-
rukh Sivar’s persceution, nud their outlawry, the sunteh-
ing of the sceptre from their rulers. The deexdener of
the Moghal vmpire, and the invasions of Nadarand Ahmad
Shal ushiered in an era of anarchy, nand the Sikhy seizing
the polden opportunity, cstablished  the swiy of theje
bauds or Misals (eoufederacies) from the frontive of Quidh
to the Tietun, It mudl however, be rettembeored that
reen thouol the Sikhe hwld, in the coure of their desejops
tpent, o tranJormed from o ompere sants ito warsioe.
cairds, and i the prriod of Miads from warrioresing
mio retobatiory (rodanes | nue feebing <t inopared thien

et theer were Nohitingy tor the Gara, onsd that e
Gotrat™s estne {as dtndeeataad by thora} soas sujaemely

Yoy rr,\f.



19

This was the mentality of the Sikhs when Ranjit
Singh (later on, Maharaja Ranjit Singh), head of one of
the Misals, started ilis dazzling career of conquest. As
already said, he found the Sikh soldiers full of religious
zeal. It would be interesting to know, how far and by
what means he further deepened and intensified this re-
ligious atmosphere, and with what results, I shall deal
with this aspect of the question in a succeeding chapter.



‘ CHAPTER 1II

Recruitment, Discipline, ete,, in Maharaja
Ranjit Singh’s Time

Before the time of Mahaiaja Ranjit Singh the arnoy
ol the Khilsa consisted entirdy of horsemem, brase
indead, but ignorant of war as an art,  The saddle was
the howe of the Xhalsa for several penerations and in
1788, Forster (1-p 338) guardedly cstimated the totw
nunber of Sikh horsemen at 200,000, They were armwerd
with o mafehlock and a sabre (Forster 1-832), Their
method of fighting was quecr, indeed, A prrty from
forty o Gifty wonld advanee in quick puee to the dis
tanee of o earbine shot from the cnemy, and then, fhed
thy  nre maht be piven with the proator eortuinty, the
Juars s vwere drawn np, and their picecs discharged 5 when
specdily rotiing about o hundred preps, they dowded
suid o vepeaterd the same mode of anpoying the ey,
The fosroes woreso well trained to the performanee of this
operstitey, thatl on reeciving n o troke of the hand, they

“tonpedd oo o Dl enrer,
(IR I 4 . y
PREE bor cmen faurht under  their ohiefs aud o
3 L] )
thot omibh chief e bed from L follower v n horse, sud

!
I3 ‘i Y *
b balitha oo fullower couoht vy protecs

*
Yroagnocewd ) orney e, to phine®op,
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TheirJioffensive arms were generslly a matehlaok,
a aprar and a swcord, and their defensive armour merely
a shield, supplemented in the winter by a thickly wadded
coat, serving the double purpose of defence and warmth.
The leaders carried no matehloek, its place being taken
by pistols and & bow, the latter a symbol of rank.
which was retained by the Sikh nobles and Rajas until
the end. They alone were usually armoured in chain-
mail, with steel caps, back and breast plates, arm-guards,
gauntlets and shields,

2 The infantry soldier was considered altogether
inferior to the cavalry, and was in time of war, left
behind to garrison forts, or to look after the women.

The Maharaja changed the entire organisation
of the Khalsa army. The cavalry ceased to be the most
important arm, and the infantry became the fuvourite
service. Foreign officers (though the Maharaja failed to
obtain the loan of British officers from the Idast India
Company) were employed, and the infantry, under
their iustructions, hecame a ® well disciplined, steady,
and formidable body of troops. According to Cunning-
ham (p. 222) Maharaja Ranjit Singh Jeft 50,000 well-
disciplined soldiers, 50,000 well armed ycomanry and
militia, and more than 300 field guns. According to Mr.
Garrett (Cunningham’s ‘History of Sikhs’, p. 416) edited
by Mr. Garrett) the total number of men in the army

(1) Grey and Garnett's European Adventures of Nortkern
India. p.18. Also Malcolme's 'Sketch of the Sikhs p. 141

(2) Griffin's p.133.
(3) Griffin's p.134.




and artillery, in 1841 was 51,050, besides 230 guns (not
infcu ling swivels)

The Maharaja devoled particular attention to his
infantry. ' He encouraged it by good pay, by personal
attention to their drill and equipment, by himself
wearing the strange dress, and going throagh the formal
exercise, He attended parades in person, and distributed
¢ifts of money, c¢te, to those of his font soldiers and
others with whose work he felt pleased (M. Sohan Laf-11
Part p. 208). e offered hig Jagirs and stipends to Sikh
Sardars’ sons to serve in the infantry, As o resnlt of
his effurts the infantry beecame the mainstay of the army,
~ A standing national army, regularly paid from the Treas
sury of the State—rather than the feudal levies of the
Chiels—berame the recognised poliey of the Maharuja,

The - army was ofticered by Furopcons, Hiudus,
Sikhe, Mohammadans, Rajputs —-on n cosmopolitan hasis,
indevd,  In the initial stapes, however, the Maharajs
pot part of his army trained by deserters from the
Isat Indin Compuny, by men formerly employed nmider
Seindin, or by thoswe who had  renigned Fast Tudin
Uearppany's werviee,

P Enlivtment  in o the repular army o Malinrajn
Rangit Sineh's tiges was, o0 to sy, entirely voluntary.
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The service was popular, nnd the reernits felt a peculiar
attraction for it.

1 The infantry were the pick of the youth of the
land; only the handsomest and strongest men were
selected.

General Venfura, an Italian General, who had fought
under Napoleon, was put in charge of the infantry,
in 1822, 2 The European Gencerals gave ‘“a moderate
degree of precision and compleleness to a system already
introduced ; but their labours are more conspicuous in
French wwords of command, in treble ranks, and in squares
salient with guns, than in the ardent courage, the alert
obedience, and the long cndurance of fatigue which
already distinguished the Sikh horsemen, amd which
pre-eminently characterise the Sikh footmen of the pre-
sent day among the other soldiers of India »

In the béginning the Sikhs disliked the rigidity and
precision of the infantry drill. ® They scoftfed at it and
called it a dance or ‘(Rugs Looluan) or dancing girls’
dance. As alrcady said, the Maharaja’s tact, persever-
ance, his great personal interest in the infantry, and
offers of gifts, Jagirs, ete, all combined together
overcame all opposition, and the infantry became the
corps d’elite.

1 Special oflicers were put in charge of reecruits and

(1) Griffin-p. 135.

(2) Cunninghem p, I74.

(3) Dr. Chopras, The Punjab as a Sovereign State-p. 92.
(4) Mr. S.R Kohli's part IV I-p..4A
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after the period of in<truction, were presented to the
Muharajn by the ‘Dakhshi,—and on the Maharaja's
aceeptance, their deseriptive rolls were prepared, These
deseriptive rolls were the serviee book, plus personal file
of today,

YA traveller who saw the Punjab jn 1835 says:
“The privates are tall, thin men with good features;
they are capable of bearing the futizue of tang mayches jor
scveral days in succession, <o that it has beeome a hy-
word that the Panjabis have iron legs,  On their -
marches, they eneamp very regularly, and I saw 30,000
men, the army of Pechawnr, moved with as much
fneility aen single regiment on this {the Britich) side of
the Sutlej,  No wheeled carriage is allowed, and their own
baai s condain oll they require.”
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barracks. Light tents and pack animal were allowed
for cach battalion, and two cooks for each ccmpany.
1 The Company Officers were :—Subedar, Jamadar, Sarjan
(Serjeant), Havildar, Naik, ‘Phuriya’ (from Iurrer),
Bugler, Trumpeter. The regimental offiicers were ;—Com-
mandant (Kumedan ?), Adjutant, Major, Writer, Accoun.
tant, Granthi. Kach battalion had a number of camp
Sfollowers, as camel-drivers, waler carriers, smiths, flag.
bearers, spadesmen, baildars, masons, and cooks. Onc tent
was supplied to every seven men of the rank and file.
2 A General was paid Rs. 400/—460/., a Colonel Rs,300/—
850/-,Subedar, Rs.20{—30-, Jamadar, Rs 15/—22[-,a Com-
mandant Rs 6’0/-150/ , a major Rs 21/—25/- a sepoy Rs,
7[—8%/- (per mensem) Generals Ventura and Allard re-
ceived about Rs. 25,000 per annum,
Total Strength in.1811:-4,061
e e 1845:-70,721
The foot soldiers worked in their ranks and did
every thing by beat of drum. Beautifully steady on
parade, they fired with great precision and regularity.
* They are tall, rather slight, but very manly looking
men, with great length of limb, and broad, open ¢hests;
are excellent marchers, both as regards speed and
bottom, marching with cheerfulness and alacrity,” for
days together. They are hardly far beyond the genera-
lity of natives, and seem a merry, hght-hearted race
of people”. (Osborne—The Camp and Court of Ranjit

(1) Mr. S.R. Kohli's Acmy of Ranjit Singh I part.
(2) Mr. S.R, Kohli's Army of Ranjit Singh I part.
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Sinch.p.p. 102-104.) Baron Hugel says (p.289),

“ ., The men marched past; the word of command
was given in Freneh, and the exercise was gone through
with mueh preeision, ... I obstrbed, that T was sur-
prised to find his” (Maharaja’s) “troops so proficient in
Luropean tacties,™

! Captuin Wade wrole to Sir (later on Lord) Met-
calfe,” ... had o distant view of the Legion commanded
by the Freneh ofticers Messers Allard and Ventura st
exercise, It appearcd to be a remarkably fine body
of men. Apain, I could not help remarking the cheer-
ful alacrity with which the Sikhs scemed to endure the
fatigne” M. Ventura put his Legim throngh sceveral
manocuvres waich the Corps executed with a steadiness
and oreeision it would be diffi~ult  to excel” - ? Bur-
tou's following remnrks are however, a sad cotnmens
tary on the behaviour of oflicers towards their subordi-
EHRERHES

*On parade, they pive utleranee to abusive expres
sty stribinge o ey nny of o rank inferior to their
orn. The commandant crnes the adjutant, who in
tutre strilies the othieers ot the heads of ‘Companies,’

wiher neotn vent their (1 htmour on the ponceotiymize
sherpedd ntgd pr};;;tn,,“

Y

\y, . . ,
¢ Maburags Rungit Swch bld o penerat parade ot



P 3od
)

his entire army on the day of the Dusschra festival,
cither at Lahore or Amritsar. On snch oceasions the
presence of every man, from the highest officer down
to the ordinary soldier was compulsary. Recalcitrants
were punished. _

2There were godowns for storing grain, flour, ete,
erected at a distance of thirty or forty kos frcm one
another on the march, and the men were supplied with
rations, when necessary, from them.

The national flag of the Khalsa was of Saffron colour,
and the full-throated shout of ‘Sat Sri Akal’ was their
war cry.

So far T _have dealt with the regularly trained,
drilled, and disciplined infantry of the Maharaja. They
were dirce!ly paid by the state, It may be designated
as the regular army, It was indeed, called Fauj-i-am
or regular army.

2. Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s cavalry was divided
into three classes :—

1. Regular cavalry.
2. Ghorcharah.
3. Jagirdari Fauj.
4 The regular cavalry of the Vaharaja were a fine
body of men, in appearance, equipment, and discipline.
They had gone through an efficient course of training

2. The Punjab as a Soverign State p. 270.
3, (Captain Wade’s Letters).

4. Mr. S.R. Kohli's Army of Ranjit Singh, Vol. II Part II.
Journal of, Indian History, for June 1923, p p. 178 and 181.
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on western lines, nnder the M tharaja’s French Gonoray
Jean TFrancois Allard, Like Genegal Ventura, he was
cngaged by the Maharaja in 7822 The men and horses
of the regalar eavaley were all picked, ¥ The stalwarl
cavaliers wore enirasses and steal casques,

The strength of the regular cavalry in 1811, was
1,208 0n 1,888, 4,000 and in 1515, 6,235,

VThe Ghorcharal Fauj and jagirdari covolry did
not undergo regular training, as the regular cavalry
did. They kasw little of (and perhaps, cared less for)
the principles of madern orgmisation, or the scienee of
war, nor did they follow any preseribed rules of strict
diseipline. They were organised on the model of the
old Khalsn army, that is, horsemen of the duys of the
Sk conlederasies or Misals, who believed that the dash
of i cavaley churre, and reekless courare were enouch
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4

being Re, JAGi- jor the horse, Rso 10 1-- 200 for a mateh-
lock, and Ks. 10/- fur a sward. ¥ A lean, thin horse was
rejected  for serviee, The trooper had then Rs. 10/
a month deducted from his pay, ) the nnimi) beeame
well, and was again, passed as fit, or o new horse was
provided. In case the horse died, the trooper drew
the pay of a fool soldivr till he provided himself’ with
another,

The pay of a trooper varied from Rs, 22/-to Rs. 2¢/-
p.m,

2 The Ghorcharaha Fauj was sub-divided into ghor-
charaha Khas, and Misaldur Sawars. The Ghoicharaha
Khias comprised only once regiment. It was almost
entirely reeruited from  amongst the nobility of the
provinee. The Misaldar Sawars originally, bulonged to
several independant  chieftains, but in the overthrow
of their masters, had been transferred to the Maharaja’s
service.

3 Jagirdari Cavalry.

The -cavalry maintuined by Jagirdars or fief-holder
was called Jagivdari Fauj. The Jagirdari Fauj was at
one tim2, estimited at 20,000 mzn., A fi:l-holder was,
according to the terms of the grant of Jagir, in dutly
bound to furnish a certain number of efficient and well
equipped troopers, whenever required by the state.
They were required to prescnt themselves for a review

(1) Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar records Vol 1 page 106 and
pp. 188-189,

(2) ‘Army of Ranjit Singh Part IV-p.13

(3) p. 184,
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of their troops, once avear, on the dav of Dusehra
Festival  To guard against corruption and cheating, n
Javirdar was required to deposit in the Record-oflice of
the State, a deccriptive roll of all the members of his
contingent. *S. Hari Singh  Nalwa was once,  fined
and made to pay a sum of Re. two Lakhs, for entertaining
less than the stipulated number of men.  Stern measures
like these were indeed, the most effeetive cheek aguinst
corruption on the part of Jagirdars.

t The chiefs or Jagirdars kept their contingents
in good condition, for on this depended the renewul
or enhaneement of their Jagir,

S The irrcgular cavalry of M, Ranjit Singh was n
fine bodv of intrepid and resourceful horwsaen,  They
were devated to the Chief, nad jeslous of the honone of
the Khalan, They  pliyed a0 conspietons part in
conquering for the Mabarajn the provinees ol Jammn,
Kangra, Multan, aned Kashaiee By their dospomite
ertenpe the Gharachirahs el carne b for them-elisy
sone nnd for Ranit Singho s kingpdom,™

O brne in B cCamp aud Conrt of gt Ningh,
tosddo of vome drropulye pogiaeonts, compoerd ontingdy

of diels  The Mibiraye cmplaed thire crn “aes

-
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dangerous, or desperate service”. It was not an uancom-
mon sight to see Akalis riding about with a drawn
sword in each hand, two more in their belt, a match-
lock at their back and three or four pairs of quoits,
fastened round their turbans. Akali Phula Singh was
the head of this reckless band of wariiors. -

Garrisons or Fauj.i-Qtlajat

4 Important forts like Attock, Peshawar, Multan,
Kangra, and Kashmir were strongly garrisoned, and
provided with stores of grains and war material. The
total strength was about 10,800, in time of peace. The
pay of a garrison infantry soldier ranged between Rs5/-
‘and Rs.7[-p.m  The Jamadar received double the sum or
even more 'The salaries of the garrison were paid
through the officer incharge, called Thanedar, to whom
the necessary amount of money was advanced by letters
of authority drawn on the Kardar er Collector of the
District. Among others, the following instructions were
issued to the Thanedars of forts:— '

21. Not to admit within the fort dancing.girls,
musicians, etc,

2. To see that there should be no clash between
the soldiers, and the civil population of the neighbouring
district. -

8. To see that the men did not become wicked or
addicted to drinking,

(1) J.1.H. for June 23, pp. 200-00, 204-205.
(2) ‘Army of Ranjit Singh Vel 1I partII J. I, H. Iunc,
1923, p,p.200-201 and 204-205,
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t. To see that the men paid their duoes to
shopkeepers resularly, month hy month,

3. To see that the men did not spend more- than
half their pay, the rest 1o he sent Lo dependants,

. Fo sddismiss those who ereated norow in the
toen, and getting tipsy, were a souree of mischief and

seanedal,

ARTILLERY

There  were 1, Top Khana  Shutri oy Caeld

Swivels or Zamburmke,
ta. Taplhans et or Balloek Buttertes,

. Top Khana Filior Elephuant Batteries,

4. Top Khawa d=pi or Horse Batterics,

2O intuntry and artillery, the Sikhs knew very Htte
botore the daxe of Muharaje Hanjib Singh. The
Mabiarwje organy ol @ redalber erdinynes dspartieant nnd
b s mtmts r ol Blaropesn Oltirers, for b Latiee,
G ncnds Cont nnd Gondne vy Glardsier wa o prpnlariy e fid
Gurdona Madab, " Gegeral Coogr goped the Mahoaajads
cerwae dn AN Geperad Gaedney fa NI Vader thar
peand e the Moopsraie’s onetiliery Leeoms oo daehls

i
, Coee
e uresh ol et pen? et ol Bibe owrinn, S 1t wps dhe-

J
1 H « 3 - . . I
s et 1 The pany v ieteh gl LY
K B
| RO RETOTS P T v gy - Fox . ‘ o . PR
AN A R R2S LRI #34 34 S TR 4 S ISAN T vk Iu iy PEBILY % e
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directed upon the ranks of the enemy.

S. Lehna Singh Majithia was, as Sir Lepel Griflin
says (p.181), an original inventor. IHe considerably
improved the Sikh ordnancé, A number of good, beautiful
guns had been cast by him,® The Maharaja’s guns
were cast in his own foundry at Lahore. The’ prinejpal
workshops were situated in Lahore, within the fort, as
well as, in other parts of the town. Each gun had its
own individual name, and a dignified name, too, as
Fateh Jang, (Victorious in War), Jang-¢-Bijli, (Destroyer
like lightning), etc. Some of the guns had Persian
insu‘iptions on them, opening with Sri Akal Sahai, or
God Our Help.

2 Swords, spears, matchlocks, and pistols were also
made in Lahore and elsewhere. Armour consisting of
helmets‘, Coats of mail, shields; breast plates and
" gauntlets were manufactured at various places notablv
Amritsar, Multan; .Iammu .and Srinagar, Kashmiri
artisans, and later .on, trained craftsmen under the
supervision of officers like Sardar Lebna Singh Majithia,
Faqir Nur-ud-Din, Doctor Honigberrger, and other
Europeans carried on the work of casting, boring,
polishing, and decorating guus.and pistol barrels. .

% Regarding the efficiency of the Maharaja’s artillery,-

Osborne in his “Camp and Court of Ranjit Singh’ speaks
thus : —

(1) p.404ii J.I.LH for Sevtember p. 408.
(2) ‘The Punjab as a Sovereign State’ p. 112.
(3) p.160-161.
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“a2nd June—After going down the line of infuntry,
we crossed the river with Ranjit Singh, in order to
inspret his artillery. which we found deawn up on the
opposite bank, Il consisted of a battery of 53 horse
artillery. nine pounders, cast in brass in his own foundry
at Lahore, from the patterns of thase presented to him
Ly Lord William Bentinck.  Phe only disereditable part
of his artillery in appearance is harness, which 1%
patehed and  shabby bit the horses thouph small,
appeared to be active and in very tolerable condition,
e ic very prond of the cfliciency and admirable condi-
tion of his artillery, and justly so, for no native pawer
hae vet noserseed so lnrge and well diseiplined a corps,”
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ceveeensAll the shot was formed of beaten iron, and cost a
rupee cach., and the majority of shells were composed of
pewter......\When it is considered that all  we saw, was
the work of General's (General Court) own knowledge,
and we reflect on the difficulties he bas had to surmount,
it is a matter almost of wonder to be hold the perfection
to which he has brought his artillery.”

Y In 1819-20, the Maharajn had 22 guns and 190
Swivels; in 1828-29, 130 guns and 280 swivels, in 1838
39, 188 puns and 280 sweivels ; in 1845-46, 376 guns and 300
swivels.

* To officers and men in the artillery, the Maharaja
gave presents on a lavish seale, for their proficiency and
merits, This proved a great incentive to them and the
officers worked hard, early and late.

3 Mian Qadir Balhsh (grandfather of the late Mr.
Justice Shah Din, and an ancestor of the late Sir Mian
Mohd Shafli) was one of the men whom the Maharaja
sent to Ludhiana tolearn gunnery, On his return, he
wrote a book called ‘Miftah-ul-Qilak’ in Persian,

Sir Lepel Griffin (pp. 86-87) significantly remarks.

“T'he Sikh weapon was the sword with which the
cavaley were very. skilful, Bows and arrows were uscd
by the infantry, and a few match locks ;.  Although Ranjit
Singh, with the aid of French and Italian officers,
formed a very powerful and well-appointed artillery, it
was to the last, a branch of the service hated by every

(1) 1II, p.405 (*Army of Ranj.t Singh’)
(2) p.401. " "
(3) p.408, " "
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true Sikh and principally filled by Mohammedans,™
Among others the followmng points about the Sikh army
in the time of Maharajn Ranjit Singh and his successors
are notieeabler—

1. Service in the army was open to all, drrespective
of enste and ereed.

2. Though there were no well-defined  rules provers-
ing promotion, merif or conspicuous service reldom  wenl
unrecarded,

3. Indiscipline, insubordination and nepleet of duty
were varicusly punichied  swith fine, loss of pay and
rank, imprizomuent in quarters and divmiceal,

4. There was nno definite age it cither for entes.
ing wrviee or for compulsory retirement. It appeacs
that aen betseern the age of fweenty ond thirfyeinht werr
ponrraliy reparded o b fit for amlitary duty ol Pt
oy ermtinued by zerte up o the age of 2i2iy five 08 s

Lo ¢ et vy,
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the perfection of his army, particularly his infantry and
artillery. This appears still more significant, when it
is remembered that by the year 1820, * Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s power throughout the Punjab proper, from the
Sutlej to the Indus was practically absolute and un-.
_disputed. It is indeed, true that years before the ad-
‘vent of Generals Ventura and Allard, many of the
Sikh regiments had undergone drill and discipline of
the European type, but it was mere Naiks and ordi-
nary men, inter-alia, deserters from the Itast India
Company, who had drilled and disciplined the Maharaja’s
men. The reckless courage of the Khalsa army had,
achieved triumph after triumph, victory after victory,
till the whole area from the Sutlej to the Indus lay at
their feet. What further achievements could he have in
view, to tempt him to.employ more than one hundred
European military officers, and to put his army throhgh
perfect military discipline on the European model. Could
he be thinking of the conquest of Sindh ? But the Amirs
of Sindh were no match for him, and even without
European discipline, his arm could have easily “crushed
them. Was it fear of Afghanistan ? Probably not; the
reckless daring, dash and plan of the Sikh army had -
even before 1822, the year of enlistment -in service, of
Generals Ventura and Allard, proved the superiority of
the Sikh army and the resources of the Maharaja over
those of Afghans, Then what could be the cause of
the feverish activity of the Maharaja in perfecting his
war machine, part'icularly his infantry and artillery,

1 Griffin 's ‘Ranjit Sinngh’ p.206.
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Was it not due to hix fear of the ever-growing power il
aominion of the English 2 One might argue that he wag
nfirm ally of the British and, was cever loyasl to the
treaty of 1809, Yes, he was Joval to the terms of the
treaty, but was not his loyalty due to fiis consciousness
of the superior power of the Company ? And did he
not vhafe under the restraints imposed upon him by
the Britivh, regarling Cis.Satlej States, Ferorepur, Sindh
ele ¢ Ie did ehafe, bul it would scem that he felt help.
less. 8 Wan it pot this cotscionsness of his own inferior
position, as compared with the war machine of the Fasd
Indin  Compnny, which impelled him to perfeet aud
angment hisown 2 osany? T belisve, that this wad the
underlving tnetive, The nray did beeome extraordinarity
eilicient.  Furopian obseprvers paid his ariay pachivg
tributes of praise,  We rhall xee in a sueeeeding chapler,
whether the Muharnfa's army justified the hopes of the
Maharaja, and whether it wan not the rigit diseipline
nnder pone by the wrmy, which ensbied them ty faes the
Britih o heeoienily. swherees no other Asintis poses bl
heen nble G olTer nuyv sesistones wortls Lthe nnme,



CHAPTER III

His Dress and Equipment

In the period preceding Maharaja Rarjit Singh’s*
rule, the Sikhs had no decent uniform. The ccmmon
trooper was clad in Pagri or turban, and Kurta or
shirt with open sleeves, and a pair of short drawers,
with tight-fitting slippers. Each horseman provided
himself with two blankets, one for himself and the other
for his horse. They were armed with a spear, a march-
lock, and a scimitar. Speaking of Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s infantry, Osborne in his ‘“Camp and Courtof
Ranjit Singh,” says :—

“They are a-fine looking body of men dressed in
white jackets and trousers, with black belts and pouches,
and wear the yellow Sikh (Sikh) turban.” ‘Again he
says, “I never saw so straight or beautiful a line with
any troops. They were all dressed in white,” with black
cross-belts, and either a red or yellow Sikh turban,.armed
with muskets and bayonets of excellent manufacture from
Ranjit’s foundry at Lahore.”” The Regular Brigades, in
full dress, wore red coats, (‘“European Adventurers of
Northern India’, p. 27, 8rd para). .

2 According to Dr. Chopra, the uniform of the

(1) \The Punjab as a Soveieign State p. 83. pp. 102 and
154-155, -

(2) “The Punjab asa Sovereign State.".npp.90-91, 258, 262,
294, 311, 326, (Wade's Lettess.)

- ©
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tofantry men was scarlet.  The trousers were of blue
collen cloth, and turbans twere of the some colnur. It
appears however, that the colour of turbans was different
in each battnlion, Yellow turbans nppenr to have been
very common, it the cuse of infantry, as well as,
cavalry,
YThe dress of the dragoons consisted of o jacket of
dull red with brond facings of bufl, rrossed in front by s
pair of blaek belts, one of which supported ¢ pouch, sand
the other a hayonel, Round the waist, the dragoans wore
a Kamrbuned, partially concealed by n sword-helt, from
which huog a eabre swith n bracs hilt, and leathern sesb-
bard, The earbine was <o attached av to eive it the
wppearanee of being slung acenss the baek of the drasroom,
but ronted i ety inoa bueket faatened fa the aaddle,
The “trousird” wese of durk Vlue cloth, with n ored steipe,
geod the turbane of erimeon sills, braught some whol fota @
eatodn frond, sl orpnmaonted in the cemtre swith o snid
i half-oan, fram which sprang s plittering - privg
bt two inches jn heivht, The eficers weer attived
fros o t9 toe o brizht ertmman il wnd voere mepy o

2

vitbo pnterandy,  CThe smiforoy ol the rudrasiiers come
speted of g sbnrt Blus conb aoel w pair of dard troepmers
Sathin noartet ol ‘&!ni‘-' tip '.!31{ “{r.. 'i":hi aver Weilineton

ot and soare The ruirass v of hiptde podinhe o

L1 -
1 vk g the eentre of
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the breast-plate, The head-dress was a round stecl cap -
Srom the apex of which sprung a red horsehair plume. From
the cap depended a curtaia of chain-mail, which hung
down near the neck and shoulders. The arms consisted
~of a carbine, and a long steel sword depending from the
‘Waist-belt by steel chains. A black leather waist-belt,
and a pouch b:zlt completed the outfit, Barron Hugel,
speaking of irregular battalions says;—

“We fell in with two Sikh battalions marching

-towards Peshawar, fine well-dressed men, with long blue
coats'and turbans.. They were irregular troops.”
~ ! Lord Auckland speaking of the irregular cavalry

says, “The next day the personal retainers and irregular

cavalry pissed by on horse back, and along a road:
through one of his (Ranjit Singh’s) flower gardens.

About 5,000 of the most picturesque people in chain-

armour, brass-plates, cuirasses, shields, spears and dresses .
of every colour of the rain-bow, with horses bounding

along like heroes at 4stley’s.”> Again, he speaks of horse-

men in these terms : —

“He” (M. Ranjit Singh) ““has here irregular horse-
men innumerable with their metal caps, heron-like
plumes, and silk dresses, the most picturesque troops in

~ the world.” °

2 Baron Hugel speaks of ‘Ghorcharahas’ in the

following terms :—

(1) The Punjab as a Sove:reign State, pp. 118-119.

(2) Baron Huegel's ‘Travels in Kashmir and the Punjab
p.241,
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‘I requested leave to inspect them (the Ghorachara.
has) and never beheld finer, nor a more remnrkubaly
striking body of men.  Jach ene was dressed differently,
and yet so much in the same fashion, that they all laoked
in perfect heeping,........ .. The uniform consisted of «
teleet coat or gabardine over which mest of them wore
a shirt of mail........ A belt round the waist, riehly emb-
roidered in gold, supported the powder-horn, covered
with cloth of gold as well as the Perstan Katar and the
pietal, which many of them eatried, in addition te thow
weapons, Some wore a shel hielmet, inlaid with gold,
aned sirmeounted with Kalen or black heron’s plame
olhues wore @ rap of steel, worked Bike o cuirass fo g,
The left nrm 15 eften covered from nmd L the elboav
with e efeed cutf inlaid with gold,  The rounmd Sikh eddedd
b on the bk, Tostened with strapes seros the chest,
¢ puiver ol the elght wide, sud o bow tlung nt the baek
beargr careied an part of the cquipment: o baig msde dn
the b dt hobds the balls, and o fell fugsns ), fregrntly
ornoenenteo] with erald, held o the piplit hand when the
1 s b g fonat, nend enrpied over the sheoadder, wlhen n

s

th e udedle, vl Yon the slre sl
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Osborne speaks of the dress, worn by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh’s body-gaurd on a particular ceremonial
oceasion, in the following terms:—

© 1 4They” (The body-gaurd of Ranjit Smgh) were -
formed in a line, ‘through which the Governor General
and his Court had to pass, onc troop dressed in yellow
satin, with gold scarfs and shawls, the other in cloth of
gold, scarlet, purple or yellow; their arms all of gold ;
they had long béards down to, their. twaists; and their
heads were enveloped in a drapery of silver:or gold tissue,
which was brought over their beards to protect them
from the dust.”

Siv Lepel Griffin describing the irregular levies and
Jagirdari contingents, says :—

2 «“The iljrlegular levies and Jagirdari contingents
were the picturesque element in the Maharaja’s reviews,
Many of the men were well-to-do country gentlemen,
the soﬁs, relations, or clans-men of the chiefs, who placed
them in the field and maintained them there, and whose
personal credit was concerned in their personal appear-
ance,

There was no uniformity in their dress. Some wore "
a shirt of mail, with a helmet, inlaid with gold and a
Kalgi or heron’s plume; others were gay, with the
many-coloured splendours of velvet and silk, with pink
or yellow muslin tarbans, and gold embroidered belts,
carrying their sword and powder-horn. All wore at the

(1) Camp and Court of Ranjit Singh p.p. 214-215
(2) Ranjit Singh p.p. 143-144,
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back, the small round shicld of tough buffalo hide, These
magnificent hovsemen were armxd, some with bous and

arrezes but the majority with mateh locks, with which

they made execllent practiee.  Griffin continues ¢ “The

regular troops were much less picturesque than the

Jagirdart horse,  Their dress was o elosn imitadion ol

the searlet nniforms worn by the British army, siopul.

arly nagracelul on native troops”

Thanks to the Archeological Department, there i
now a nunetsn within the Lahore ford, wherein jackets,
bavonets, swords, shields lanees, brenst-plates, hack-
plates, steebnrmonr, steel-helmets, shells, ete, need by
the nrmy of Maharajy, have been eoarelully  preserved,



CHAPTER 1V
THE SIKH SOLDIER
His Habits

Of the Sikhs of the period of confederacies, Forster
says :—

“The personal endowments of the Sicques (Sikhs)
are derived from a femperance of diet, and a forbearance
from many of those sensual pleasures which have
enervated the Indian Mahometans. A body of their
cavalry has been known to make marches of forty or
fifty miles, and to continue the exertion for many
successive days’ Again, he says, “The Sicques are in
general strong and well-made; accustomed from their
infancy to the most laborious life, and hardest fare, ;
they make marches and undergo fatigues that really
appear astonishing. 1In their excursions, they carry no
tents or baggage, except, perhaps a small tent for the
principal officer; the rest shelter themselves under
blankets, which serve them also in the cold weather to
wrap themselves in, and which on a march cover their
saddles. The food of the Sikhs is of the coarsest Iind.
Bread baked in ashes, and soaked in mash made by
different sorts of pulse, is the best dish, and such as
they never indulge in but when at full leisure, otherwise
veiches and tares, hastily parched; is all they care for ”

(1) Ipp. 333 and 335.
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.

“Their dress is oxtremely seanty o pair of Jong
blue draowers, and a kind of checkered plaid, o part of
which is fastened round waist and the other thrown over
the <houldes, with o mean turban, form their elothing
and espuipage.  The ehiefs are distinguished by wearing
some heavy gold bracelets on thir wrists nnd somutimes
« rhain of the same metal Lound round their turbaoa.,
and by being mounted on better horses s otherwive no
distinetion appears amongst them,”

This i the picture of men fiving o plain sitple,

hardy hife
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soldier to his own.hardihood of character, to that
spirit of adaptation which distinguishes every new
people, and to that feeling of a common interest and
destiny implanted in him by his great teachers.” It
shows that the Sikhs were a compact band of hardy
men, with great adaptability, and bound together by
community of interests and religious {raditions. This very
adaptability has enabled the Sikhs, like English men, to
roam in different parts of the far-flung British Empire,
and even outside and beyond it. -

Au aged Pathan describes the Sikhs as “truthful
and straight-forward.”

Sir Lepel Griffin (p.S3) pays the Sikhs a magnificent
tribute when he says, **There are few stories in Sikh
history of outrage to women and fortures to men, such
as stain the pages of South Indian History, with cruelty
and blood.” Sir Lepel Griffin thus corroborates Forster,
That the Sikhs were a band of chaste, and not ungene-
rous pe0ph,, is indeed, magnificent and rare pratse for
a soldier,”

The Sikhs were regular in their ablutions and the
perfomince of their prayers, twhereafier they combed
their hair and beard with peculiar care. Accustomed
from their earliest infancy to a life of hardship and diffi-
culty, the Sikhs despised the comforts of tent. In
lieu of this, each horseman was furnished with fwo dlan-
Fets, one for himself, and the other for his horse. This

1 ‘Tales from Sikh History, p.38.



4R

throws a <ide-light on the life of the Sikhs immediately
before theris of M. Ranjit Singh to power

The grandfather of the writer of theee Hnes, was
present at the battle of Muedli, e often qaid, that every
Sikh soldier wae very partieulie about earrving with him
euhes of saap to wash elothes, a bracs pan, and »
bit of indigoe, wherewith « light blue toueh was piven
ta clothes nfter washinge them,
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rate, truthfnl, straight forward man, with religious devo.
tion and healthy optimism,

The reckless daring of the Sikh soldiers was in-
deed due to their religious fervour, and their heroic reli-
gious lraditions. Maharaja Ranjit Singh was sagacious
cnough to realise this fact and did all he possibly could
to deepen and intensify the religious atmosphere which
enveloped his soldiers, It would be interesting and in.
structive to know how he tried to achicve this end.

i Cunningham éays, “He’ (Maharaja Ranjit Singh)
was asstduous in his devotions, he honoured men of
reputed sanctity, and enabled them to practisc an en-
largéd charity; he altributed every success to the favour
of God, and he styled himceelf and people collectively the
‘Khalsa> or Commonwealth of Govind. Whether in
walking bare-footed to make his obeisance to a
collateral representative ol his prophets, or in rewarding
a soldier, distinguished by a long and ample beard, or
in .restraining the excesses of the fanatical Akalis, or
in beating an army and acquiring a province, he always
made it appear that every thing was done for the sake
of the Guru, for the advantage of Khalsa, and in the
name of the Lord,”

. On-the seal of the state the words inscribed were"
Sri Akal Sahai ‘God our help’ and -Grace and Victory
undoubtedly (or without pause) achieved through the
Grace of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh.” The
Coins were struck in’the name of Nanalk and Guru Gobind

1 *Histery of the Sikhs' p. 168 -
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Singh  and were known as Nanak Shahi or Gobind
Shahi {issued under the rule of Nanak and Govind Singh)
A beautiful garden, was Inid out at Mmritsar,  The enur.
ters suagestedd varinus names to Christen the garden, anid
when they had done so, he soleminly said that he would
ceallit ~Ham Baeh® or the garden of Rum, after the neane
of Guru Ram Duass, the founder of Amritsar,  He ealled
the Ataritenr fort by the name of Godhind Garh, after the
name of the Tenth Gura,

P The Maharajn wans very partieulsr abont the
daily recitel of the Granth in hic presones, He atbended
the Durbar Sqhib (Golden temple) twice o vear, “He
beatoswed speeial favours on the Sikh priesthond, While
writingr or talling aboat his Government, be invaryihly
anedd the term Khaled® and proed as o oable servant of
i

tht v e and naigant Churel)”
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! Besides this, coery regiment had its owen volumes of the
Granths and religious insignia. XEven the ministers of
state carried separaie copies of the Granths on their
journeys.” The Maharajn sometimes decided the
despatch of military expeditions by casting lots belore
the Adi Granth.

2 He put up decent Sikh temples at a large number of
places, associated with the memory of the Gurus and
attached princely Jagirs to them for charitable purposes,
It was he again, who covered the walls of the great Sikh
temples at Amritsar, Tarn Taran, and elscwhere with gold
plates. A copy of the original Gurmukhi inscription

over the door(of the” Golden Temple, Amritsar) facing
the Clock Tower is given below :(—

“q § afasy 9937 ygu 5998 T59dy nas
Haf3 wpst 7S @is yatfe | "

At nf3gg 7t wsH At a7 BE % W a ||
A H 91 9THE'A il & HIS & I 7 ASE

gl 25319l Ared HiHagra 9SH3 fHw A aarel
It might be rendered into English thus : —
¢ «“God prosper -the Khalsa (The Commonwealth) ;
through the grace of the Guru, Maharaja Ranjit Singh
was able to render the service of gold and white marble

(1) Captain Wade’s Letters p, 337 of the Puniab as a Sover-
eign State, footnote p. 201. footnotes pp. 205-6.

(2) B. P.em Singh's *‘Maha,aja Ranjit Singh p. 428.
(3) Also see B.Prem Singh's *Maharajah Ranjit Singh' p. 45
(4) ‘B. Prem Singh’s ‘Maharaja Ranjit Singh, p, 425.

n
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to the Temple” Itmight be poisted ont that the
Temple manngees had originally, put up an inseription
in o different style. 1t was like this, YA this (gl anl
marble weorls) is the gift of Mahavaja Banjit Singh” The
Malinja disapproved of it, and pointed ont that he was

nobody to gift it away. It was the Gurn who had

hlessert bim by enabling him to render the  humble

wervice. Yhe agreement entered inte by Generais Vealura,

Attard, and otler Buropoan officers of Matmrgja Banjit
Sinel’s army byaned then?' to domostivate thegielves
i the eountry by marsiage, not to eat beef nol 1o
wegoke tobaeen in publie, to permit their brands o
prow, to Gike care not to offend spaingt Sikh relition,

sred i praired, to figlit npadnst their nwa conntey ™
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Singh’s imperialism had destroyed the democratic
spirit, there were some signs of the old discernment
still visible, When Maharaja Ranjit Singh, inspite of
remonstrances from his community, still continued-
indulging in certain evils, he found his corrector in one
of his own devoted captains. As lic was pacing in the
precinets of the Golden Temple, he was held up by
Baba Phula Singh, who severely rebuked him in the
presence of all, and said that he was unfit to be the
leader of the Khalsa, until he had mended his ways.
He at once confessed up his guilt, and submitted that
he was ready to pay any fine that a Commission of Five
might impose upon him. Phula Singh said that fine

. was no punishment for him; he should be flogged in
public. The Maharaja at once bared, his back and offered
himself for being flogged. -Tears came into the eyes of
spectators. Flogging was abandoned, and a fine was
accepted. This could not but create a feeling of
profound respect for the Mahraja’s submission to the
dictates of the Panth.”

Instances could be multiplied to demonstrate the
truth of Cunningham’s remarks referred to above,. It
appeared to the Sikhs that the Maharaja did every
thing for the Guru. The Guru was the Maharaja’s as
well as, their own Guru, and when the Maharaja bade
the army to proceed on this or that expedition, their
conviction was that they were out to fight the battles of
the Guru. Fighting at the Maharaja’s bidding meant
fighting for the Guru’s cause. The effect may well be
imagined. Indeed, this was the spirit which permeated
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the Sikh Soldicr, when he stood in martisl uwrray against
the British forces.  The Sikhs ardently felt that thev

were tighting the Guen's war, and they fought  valiantly
and well,



CHAPTER V
THY, SIKH SOLDIER
In Success and Defeat

———— —

The Sikhs in their religious congregations, ehant
with great fervour and zeal the couplet :—

‘Sura so pahchaniye jo lare din ke het,

Purza purza kat mare, kabhun na chhade khet’,

“The hero is he, who fights for the oppressed and
depressed and the lowly (others might possibly interpret
‘din’ as religion) is hacked into pieces, yet does not flee
from the field of battle,”” This has been the ideal of a
Sikh Soldier from the time of Guru Har Gobind upto this
day. After a long siege in the fort of Anandpur, the Sikh
soldiers feeling sick and exhausted renounced or dis-
claimed the Guru (Guru Gobind Singh), wrote a dis-
claimer to that effect and went back home. But what a
home! ™Their wives, mothers, sisters, daughters, would
not deign to look at the faces of the deserlers: they
despised them; they were ridiculed, despised, detested.
The ‘deserters’ went back, participated in the Guru’s
fight at Muktsar, and died fighting. As the Guru went
looking after the dead, and the dying, Mahan Singh,
one of the deserters who was in the last agony of death,
besought the Guru to tear off the disclaimer, and to
forget and forgive the whole episode. Thus was the sin
of desertion washed off with the blood of the repentants.
The recital of this incident serves as a lesson and a
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warnine to Sikhs.  Others might bend, but the martinl
spirit and heroie traditione of (he Khalsa would not
pormit the 8ikh «oldier to hend. e might break rather
than brad,  We shall presently see the working of this
spirit in the first and secand Sikh Wars,

In deleat, in adverdty, in teinl and tribulation, i n
period of srress and strain, the Sikh Sldier hns brhaved
nobly, ploriously, supeehly, Not $o go far back, abe the
spivadde of Spensarki, The heroie bamd of Sikh Seliers
ied to nomna at their posds, covering themnelven, with
unporinhnable plory,
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He bore it all- patlently :
- <Later.on, when the Sikhs. were. outlawed by Far-.
“rukh . Siyar, and were ruthlessly persg\cuted‘ by ‘Mir
- Mannu,’ they fled to-jungles and deserts, and then [orm- -
ing bands.or pbnj‘ederaci_es,‘ by their incessant. raids,
" ‘broke into atoms the power- of their rulers. But when-
_ever, they were. not fighting against: their common foe,
they started ﬁohtmg amongst themselves, That was
"how. they used their- periods of sacecess and friumph.
- Like : the- Bourbons . they: learnt nothmg -and . forgot
nothing.. . = .
A Again, in 1761-62, Ahmad Shah. Abdah, on hearmg
- that the Sikhs had attacked the troops: he. had left.-in
~ ‘garrison -t Sarhand, came- back  post-haste. and totally
 defcated the Sikhs -Some 20,000 Sikhs weré killed and
. ‘captured.. Did this disaster’ bréak. their spirit? The -
~Sikhs were hiot cast.down-by their defeat’, says Bingley,
‘and ' no sooner had Ahmad Shah returned to Kabul,
* than: the confederacies both North and .South .of the
Sutlej, for once laid aside their.feuds and jealousies and -
united ifor another great’ effort: aginst Sarhand, a city.
- which to them was peculiarly obnoxious. - Zin Khan, the
Afghan . Governor .of . the. town was defeated and killed .
;and his troops utterly ‘routed_ But “what . happened‘
. next?: The Sikhs.immediately; took possession of the..
- city, which. they plundéred and destroyed.. - In the hour
of defeat they were.not - cast down, and when Vlctory‘
came they behaved ungenerously. . . :
- Sir Lepel Griffin pays the- Sikh.Soldiers a gushmg :
tribute of pralse when he says, -



b

“J hind miany opportunities of observing the “conduct
of the Hikh troops during the later portion of the eam.
paign in Afghanistan, and no praise could he too high
for their patience under privation and their admirabie
and onderly behavieur towards the Afphnne, who, it mugt
e remembered, were their bitter aud  anetent cns
mics.  Avain, he says,”  The 8ikhis always the sune
in peare, i war, in barracks ap in the fickd, ever
peninl, good  tempered and  uneomplzining ;oo fair
horsrman, nostabbora infuntry coldier, us steady noder
fire oy he is eager for o oeharoe 1 would inddeed he
o wepntficent thing, if andndividund or © nation, wepr
3wr.r~»“¥ and faultess, Jubl o this world of ours, theee

i~ hoht, e well ne, <hrale,
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us see how they behaved in their hour of trial and
tribulation.

1 “The chiefs of the Punjab, jealous of one another
and fearing the power of the army, urged hostilitics with
the British in hopes of bringing about the fall of the
martial power of the Khalsa and the consequent, or at
least subsequent establishment of their own position and
authority. The chiefs Lal Singh and Tej Singh urged
them to war, The army under Tej Singh, Commander-
in-chief of the Sikh army, and Lal Singh, crossed the
Sutlej, between Hari-ka-Pattan and Kasur, and war was
declared. Gough and Innes say : “It became, therefore,
the policy of the Court, which felt itself powerless in the
hands of the Panchayats, to devise means of destroying
or else satisfying the army itself....... .The Khalsa was to
be urged to challenge the British, If it were shattered,
the Court would be rid of its masters ; if truimphant,
the Court would .claim the credit.” Again, ‘“Gholab
Singh sent a % & 3 messenger” (to the British) “affirming
positively that the Sikhs were determined on war, and
offering to throw in his lot with the British,” )

Cunningham is still more relentless in his statement
on the subject. He says:

4 “The object of Lal Singh and Tej Singh was to get
their own troops dispersed by the converging forees
of their own opponénts, Their desire was to be upheld

(1) Burton’s ‘The First and Second Sikhs Wars'. p. 10-54.
(2) Gough and Innes’s ‘The Sikhs and Sikh War’. p.57.
(3) Gough and Innes’s ‘The Sikhs a.d Sikh War'. p. 60-61:
(4) Cunningham's ‘History of the Sikhs, ‘p. 291
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av the Ministers of o dependent Kingdom by geateful
conquernss,  They ascured the lacal British authorities
of their seeret and dflivient good will. They kept up an
nppearance of devotion to the interests of theie own
countiv' To give o finiching touch to bis indictroent,
he ealte the Ceneral as 7 studionsly freachs poans”
towards their followers,

- Cangdnebam iy unsparing in s altack on these
tue mrn, and adde thit Lal Singh sias wplerstond to

P

heon cent o pha of the Skl po.ition at Sabiraon o Ul

Lo o nee s wohife ot Madld, Lo Singh b aded the altaek,
but in seerdines sith hin originad desien, 2 iprolend
oo followes i st o nyaganent, and theo bt thoom tn
Bob e their undirected anlore il prampt them,
Contaneh o der cribinmy the batle of FoowSthshr,

further 18
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time when the artillery ammunition of the English had
failed, when a portion of their force was retiring upon
Ferozepur and when no exertion could have prevented
the remainder from retreating likewise, if the Sikhs
had boldly pressed forward.”” -

One more quotation from Cunningham would suflice
to show clearly the mentality of the leaders of the Sikh
army in the First Sikh War. 1 “The traitor Tej Singh,”
he says, “indeed, instead of leading fresh men to
sustain the failing strength of troops on his right, fl=d on
the first, and either accidentally or by design, sank a
boat in the middle of the bridge of communication.”” The
object of Tej Singh, the Commander-in-Chief of the
Sikh army was, as has been shown above, the destruc-
tion of his own army, so that his own position might
subsequently be made safe and unassaliable.

It would indeed, be a miracle; if an army, iu spite
of such unworthy leaders, could still fight heroically and
magnificently, Let us see what their chivalrous foes
have to say of the bravery of the Sikh soldiers in their
hour of trial and tribulation, that is in the Firs' and
Second Sikh Wars, when they had to fight against the

British army

“The Sikh soldxers, says Burton (p. 8 ) did every-
thing, the leaders nothing.” 2 “Every Sikh considered
the cause as his own, and he would work as a labourer,
as well as, carry a musket ; he would drag guns, drive

-

3

(1) Cunningham’s History of the Sikhs. p. 314.
(2) Cunningham’'s History of the Sikhs. p. 292.
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ns the Ministers -
conquerors, TI enmieles and load aud noload bowds with
of their seersalaerity . Gongh and Innes {The Sikhes and
npee ikl Wars po 130 save <o every ease, indeed, we
had foemen worthy of our steelt diseiplived  troop.,
fighting hehimd entrencinnents, with dowied resabition,
well armed, seell supplied with artillery, and superior
1a nutnhers to our own,”

PThe Sikhoeoldiery fought with a disciphine snd
stubbrnness uncqualled in our expericnee 01 native
warfure Apnin, they sy ©The Sikh indautry aod pune
stood peenlutely, fiolding woll and with preat deterea-
fion,”

“Their gallantoy snd diseipline in the fipht cvolo ]
Lhe whiivating o tleae coennes”  The woblivey were
the st stubbora we ever fourhit i Indre, Ther eun
voere beatper aod pore nutterets thon ours, nnd ven

.
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the contest, threw the English into confusion ; men of
all reéiments and arms were mixed together; Generals
were doubtful of the extent of their own success, and
colonels knew not what had become of the regiments
they commanded, or of the ar.ay of which they formed
a part,” ,

1 At Sabraon, the Sikhs did not run but fought to
the last with their swords, until pressed by the Victors
on every side, slowly and with heavy loss, they were
driven back to the river and precipited in masses over
the bank and over the bridge, where many were drowned
in the waters of the Sutlej which a sudden risc of seven
inchies had rendered scracely fordable. In their efforts
to reach the other bank through the stream, they
suffered terribly from the fire of the horse artillery.
Gough wrote in his despatch, Hundreds upon hundreds
were drowned in attempting this perilous passage. The
awful slaughter, confusion and dismay were such as
would have excited compassion in the hearts of their
generous conquerors, if the Khalsa troops had not in the
earlier part of the action, sullied their gallantry by
slaughtering and barbarously mangling every wounded
soldier whom in the vicissitudes of attack, the fortune
of war left at their mercy, “Surely, the Sikhs, instead
of seeking almost certain death in the swollen and
tempestous river could have easily saved their lives by

surrender. But the Sikh Soldier would not bend. He
preferred to break,

. 4:1(1) Burton's ‘The First and Second Sikh Wars (Sobraon)
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(At Sobraon) ! < Althoush aesatled on eithir side by
squadrons of horse and battalions of fost, no Sikh
offercd Lo submit and no disciple of Gobind a<kol for

quarter. The victors oked with stolid wonderment

upon the indomitable coursge of the vanguished, and

forbore to strike where the belpless and  the  dyine

fronened unnvailing hatred.”

P NoSikh offered to submit, no diceipls of Gobind
acked for quarter.  Eyvery where they shoved o bold
front to the vietars, whibt neny yushed wanele forth

to meet assared death.,  Griffim ey o ahieopt

tributer to X, Sham Sisplh of Mar, vien b cags,
(n 67h 08 Shom Sinph bdd dooouneed the war @
e Foplnh, cod el farccw what . tertnne sbyan

prang-b e oot b resndyad i !Eﬂkf for the K?rsf-z, sired
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that my country’s good rcquired the saerifice, T could
have wepl to have witnessed the fearful clanghter of so
devoted a body.”” Gough and Innes Turther say,t <]t
was indced, fortunaie for us that the leaders were not
worthy of the nmieny that Tej Singh was faint-hearted, and
Lal Singh incompetent and only half trusted. *“Note but
a great and chivalrous Tnglish General could have paid
8 tribute like this.

Like his English comrade.in-arms, the Sikh Soldier
does not know when he is defeated. The seeend Sikh
war was due to the fecling among the Sikhs that the
Khalsa had not been fairly beaten, and that he must
try another chance,  The feeling of invineibility given by
Guru Gobind Singh did not allowe him to bend casily. The
battic of Gujrat ultimately brought -home to him the
stern fact of delcat. DBut he did not yield casily. Let
us see how he behaved in thé Second war.

2At Chillianwala, the Sikhs sword in hand, charged
more than once, and tried to bresk through the
DLritish line, which had to turn in different directions
to Tesist attack, bul they were at length driven from
his part of the field.

3<f a victory at all, it was a Pyrrhic one. for the
victors had probably lost more than the vanquished
and could not even hold the ground on which they
stood, or the . guns which they had taken, Burton
adds, “Thus ended one of the hardest fought battles

‘ (1) Gough and Innes p.138.
(2) Burton's ‘The First and Second Wars' p.103.
(3) Burton’s ‘The First and Second Wars' p.103.



06

¢ver conterted on Indian soil’™ (Chillianwala),

General Thackwell, in his “Narrative of the Second
Sikh War)7 says,

I this action’ (Gujrat) *as well s at Chillianwalla
the Seikhe” (Sikby) “caught hold of the bavenels of
their aswailants with the r left hands, nnd cloving with
their sdversary denlt furious sword.blows with their
neht,  Thic eircamstanes alone will sufiice to demons
trote the rire spech s of courage  possessed by theee
men,  Jt o may be doubted by nany that one Seikhb
fort-oldi-r ropnived three baneoes at Chillinnwalal, bt
aph b bren stated to be o faet e reeeived the
thiuet of the funee on i shield and rusbing pader 0L
cut ar the laneer or shiverod the Lawe into ot aee with

[TTTE S TANIE AR
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such magnificent tribuies of praisé. The Sikh army
fought valiantly and well, their worthless leaders not-
withstanding. During their brief spell of power, preceding
the first Sikh War, the Sikh army had made and unmade
their kings, and were overbearing, haughty and unruly.
The Court was at theif mercy, and they indeed, shed
blood recklessly, Power inebriated them, and they acted

thoughtlessly. But in the hour of their trial and tribula-
" tion, when they stood in battle array against the victors -
of Napoleon, with their vast empire and their limitless
resources, the Sikh soldiery behaved superbly. They
honestly felt that they were fighting their Guru’s
battles, They were imbued with religious ardour. Mere
ardour and enthusism however would have little
availed them. had it not been accompanied by the rigid
- military discipline, through which Maharaja Ranjit Singh
had put them. The Sikh Wars proved to be the touch-
stone, on which the efficiency of Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s
war machine was tested. It was tested and weighed,
and was not found quite wanting. '

That the Sikhs fought and fought magaificently, so
that their victors- could ' praise them in terms of
hyperbole, was no small thing. Their defeat was glorious
_ enough, covering them with imperishable glory and
everlasiing renown,

The Sikh army fought manfully and heroically. We
have yet to see whether their behaviour towards their
foes, on the fi:ld of battle, and in the bricf intervals

(3
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Again we come across lanother instance of a similar
nature. ‘An officer Lt. Biddulph, on his way to join his
regiment at Ferozepure; “fell into their (SikLs) hands
and although his life was in peril, it was spared, and he
was made over to the charge of an officer of Sikh
artillery ; the gunners became his friends; and strange
to say, after the baiile /f Moodkee, he was allowed to return
to the British Camp, whither, he was escorted by the
. artillery officer’s brother. Sir Henry Hardingé very
rightly would not allow Lt. Biddulph to take partin
the subsequent battle at Feroz Shah ; remarking that he’
owed that at least to the generous enemy who had
released him ”’

Thackwell in the course of his description of the
battle of Chillianwala says :—

“The English officers—Major Lawrence, Licutenants
Herbert and Bowie who had been taken prisoners whlst
occupying the forts of Attock and Peshawar, accom-
panied * Chutter,” (Chutter Singh, Sher Singh’s father) ;
“they were {realed with consideration by the Sikh
chieftains. A strong guard was posted at their quarters
to prevent the Akalee fanatics from. despatching them,
They received permission to come into the British
Camp for a few days on parole.”

2 Another instance. ‘. n the 18th Sher Singh sent
back to the British Culﬁp two men belonging to the
1vth Lancers, who had been caught straying in the

(1) Gough and Innes ‘T}e Sikhs and Siku Wais. p.79
{(2) Gough and Innes p. 241.
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jungle and tuhen captive, Xod Chitter Sipgh not only
sllowed Gropge Lawrencee to g to Lihore on parele,
bhut Ioessise permitied Lt Bowic- who had been tuken
in the Dorgat and was pow w prisoner within the line.
of itasool«to viat Lood Gough's Camp on parole,
The remarkable faet s that the Sikh ehicls not only
huaw that they wuoht be triasted bot awere generbtis

enourh to give then the hopelit of P eontitbenes”
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rather sornbre and gloomy. The ! writer of the “Leaves
from the Journal of a Subaltern,”” speaks of two men
of the 10th Queen’s, who were taken prisoners by the
Sikhs and hung up. The writer bitterly records,”
These T....ccucvinn ;..51khs took two prisoners of the 10th
Queen’s and hung them up before our pickets, who were
too weak to attempt any rescue. Young Lhoyd also,
a poor ensign, who advanced before his party, was
treacherously set on and cut to pieces;” In the rear,
where we had been obliged to leave them in the charge”
{at Chillianwalla) Gough and Innes also, while gratefully
recording examples of Sikh chivalry, have 2 not
omitted to speak of the unmanly, ungenerous and
merciless conduct of many of them,

It is pleasanter however, to thipk of the Sikh
Soldier at his best. One might cry with the poet,
" «Sikh Soldier,  with all thy faults I love thee still”.
The Sikh Soldier is full of light and shade, but the light
appears gloriously bright, even though the shade flits
across streaks of light, every now and then.

(1) *“Leaves fiom the Jornal of a Subaltern.” p. 3.
(2) Gough and Innesp. 79.

i
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Defeat and Disbandment inn 1S40

Attt el e of the First Sikh War, the Sihhe
foheved that they were ot Sl b st For e
Seenpd tune, they Boud erosand anand, with the Dastinh
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The fopc, standing solemn and serene, in that vast
expanse, had seen, time and again, streams of invaders
pass by it, to and fro, “Sceptre and erown, must
tumble down,” it scemed to say. Or perbaps, the
voice of Buddha whispered, “The Sikh Soldier must
throw down his sword, for henccforth’ peace would
reign supreme in the land of Ind.”

1 «The’ work of disarming which commenced at
Mankiala, was completed at Rawalpindi; the Seikh
chieftains delivering their swords into the hands of
Sir Walter (Gilbert). Sardars Chattar Singh and Sher
Singh were among the first to propose surrender. All
the other chiefs came in with the exception of Bhai
Mahiraja Singh and Col. Richpaul Singh. Forty one
pieces of artillery were also brought in and sixteen
- thousand men laid down their arms. The reluctance
of some of the old Khalsa vetcrans to surrender their
arms was evident, Some could not rest_;rain their tears;
while on the faces of others, rage and hatred were
visibly depicted. They cach received a present of “one
rupee from the Campany Bahaudar. Many officers
were anxious to obtain possession of some of the
weapons here taken; but neither their entreaties, nor
offers of money, had any effect on the British
authorities.”” - } : :

Describing the disbandment, the author of ? “Leaves
" from the Journal of a Subaltern” records :— '

(1). Thackvell's ‘Narrative of the 2nd Sikh War, p.237.
(2), Leaves from the Journal of a Subaltern. p. p, 189-190. -
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Sergeant on duty, advauce to the party, present army
and demand their weapons, The look of anger with
which some of the Bunavo infantry, who formed the
escort of their beloved chief, complied with this request,
will never be effaced from my imaginution. Some of
them muttered an invocation or prayer as they giasped
their beloved musket for the last time.””  One of those
who had surrendered at Muankiala, said to the writer
of these lines that what they said on laying down arms
was, “Guru, Taou Thyself gavest us the sword, and
‘Thou hast now snatched it awsy. When it pleasest
Thee, Thou wilt give it back again.”  And it did please
the Guru to give it back to the Xhalsa, Ile joined
the British army soon after, and since the days of the
Mutiny the Sikh Soldier’s record has been onc of a
long scries ol triumphs, and the world has repeatedly
resvunded with the praises of his manliness; hardihood,
and heroism,

I might once more quote Gough and Innes :1“They
stood up against cold steel as stubbornly as a European
foe would have done, standing their ground, and
selling their lives dearly.” Again, “In the hour of

surrender as in the hour of battle they proved thim-
selves a worthy foe.” ,

Religious fervour produced Sikh Soldiers and re-
ligious fervour alone can -~maintain their soldierly
qualities,

Gordon (‘The Sikhs’ p.228.) speaks of the * Stern

(1) Gough and Innes.p p.249,255
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¢There’s not {o reason why,

There’s but to do and die.’ §

Or he would passionalely sing in his Sikh con-
gregations his native war-song.

‘Sura so pahchaniye jo lare din ke het,

Purza purza kat mare, kabhun na chhode khet.’

For him, the Guru ever lives and loves, and watches
over him, lest his brave disciple should desert the
battlefield, and besmirch the fair name of the Khalsa
or the baptism of the dagger or ‘Pahul’ which the
Tenth Guru had initiated, and which is still potent
enough to conjure up visions and traditions of romantic
chivalry and heroism, enabling him to win imperish-
able renown at Saragarhi and elsewhere. The Victoria
Cross” comes to him several times over, and surprises
none, for heroism and a Sikh Soldier are synonyms.
The Sikh soldier is the creation of the Sikh Gurus, and
will continue to live:and thrive, so long as the Word
of the Gurus is read, heard and understood.
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3. SIKHISM : ITS IDEALS AND

INSTITUTIONS
By Prof. Teja Singh BM. A.
It is a standard work on the subject and is widely
appreciated, - Price Rs. 2/8/-

4, THE PSALM OF PEACE
* By Prof. Teja Singh M. A.

It is an English Translation of the world famous
Sikh Scripture ‘Sukhmani Sahib. It is one of the most
popular works of Prof Teja Singh who has lavished
great care and thought in seeing that the translation
remains as close to the original as possible, The
professor’s style and diction are remarkable.

Price Rs. 2/8/-
5. GROWTH OF RESPONSIBILITY
- IN SIKHISM
By Prof. T¢ja Singh M. A.
This book gives in brief outline the respective
contribution of each Gurtt to the evolution of the Sikh
* faith, It has been prescribed as a course of study

on Sikh’ History by the Calcutta University It is
now running into the fourth edition, Price 1/8/-

6. THE BOOKS OF TEN MASTERS
By Prof Puran Singh
The book gives the bivgraphies and teachings of
the ten Sikh Guius in excellent English prose Its first
edition which was published in England, has been ex-

hausted and we have now published the second edition.
Price 4/-/-
7. SPIRIT BORN PEOPLE
By Prof Puran Singh

It is a collection of the lecture notes for addresses
pfoposed to be -delivered to the Sikh youth of the
Punjab, who are running in histe after sha, ows, turning
their backs on the Sun of suns, the Guru. Price Rs. 8/ /-
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